Columbia Heights United Methodist Church

The Chimes
September—November
2018
From Pastor Nathan Custer:
Will you ‘pray your heart out’ for six months?
What an exciting time to be a part of Columbia Heights! Going
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
into this Fall, we have multiple indications that God is moving in
our midst, including the following (and this list is incomplete for
sure!):
Upcoming Events
1)We’re starting a new Saturday evening worship service
Looking Back
2)We’ve had multiple new people volunteer in new ways, from
helping with the children’s ministry to painting and CHUMC News
construction work to visiting homebound saints.
3)We doubled the number of backpacks and school supplies Preschool News
we’re giving to families in need, from 200 to over 400
School & Community
4)Nearly 40 people expressed interest in tutoring and
mentoring in local public schools
Note of Thanks
5)We’ve seen Life Groups provide a remarkable level of care for
one another
6)We have more people asking for more new member classes
7)Our preschool has become the leading one of its type in our whole community
The list could go on and on of the wonderful indications of God’s presence and movement
in our congregation. I personally want to see us grow deeper and deeper in our friendship
with Jesus, closer and closer in our friendship with each other, and more and more effective
in linking non-believers to Jesus our Savior…and I bet you do too, right?!
Pray when? 7:14 am or pm (before or after school or work or meals; set an alarm perhaps?)
In 2 Chronicles 7:14, God says, “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” Yes, our country has many
problems – but the only thing we can directly control is our own action and prayer. So, if we
want to see God work mightily in our country, state, city, church, family, and individual lives,
we should start with our habits of prayer!
Pray what? Something like the following prayer (or just use this one!):
“God our Father, I am seeking your face and turning from my own wicked ways; forgive me of
my sin; heal my heart and life; heal my family; heal my church; heal my country. Help us to
experience the presence and glory of your Holy Spirit and help us to lead a hundred new
people to know and follow our Savior, Jesus.”
Why six months?
Our church is a part of the “West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church.”
United Methodists are found world-wide by the millions, and are linked by a rulebook called
the Book of Discipline and a global meeting that sets policy for us all called the “General
Conference” that’s usually held every four years. At the end of February, we’re having a
special, additional General Conference that’s been organized to address the fact that
United Methodists are very divided over the authority and interpretation of the Bible
(among other things). Even if at that Conference nothing really happens to lead to direct
change, our own congregation and Board and I myself will need to have a renewed
understanding of our own direction under the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit – so, if we
bathe ourselves in six months of intentional prayer together, surely the Holy Spirit of God
will unite us in the power and love of Jesus to stand united together as we minister to our
community.
Pray your 7:14 prayers together wherever you are each day, and let’s see what God will do!
-Pastor Nathan Custer

Service Times
Saturday Service

6:00 PM

Contemporary Service

9:00 AM

Traditional Service

10:30 AM

Slavic Service

1:00 PM

Columbia Heights UMC
775 Galloway Road
P.O. Box 327
Galloway, OH 43119-0327
Phone: (614) 878-4530
Fax: (614) 878-1877
Website: www.wherefriendsaremade.org
Email: Admin@columbiaheightsumc.com

Upcoming Events
Family Campout Postponed
Due to some scheduling conflicts and other circumstances our annual Family
Campout has been postponed for now. We will try to have one sometime in the
Spring. Thank you to all who wanted to come, and we hope to see you in the
spring!

Discover Westland Business Expo, September 11th
This is a FREE event where you can meet local businesses and taste food from local
restaurants and caterers. The event will be held at the Prairie Township Community
Center on September 11th from 5:00—7:00PM. The event is being organized by the
Westland Area Business Association (WABA) to promote local businesses. We will
have a table there promoting our church and we hope you can attend and show
your support for our church and community!

Divorce Care, September 14th
We will be hosting another 13-week Divorce Care class. Classes began, Friday
September 14, 2018 @ 6:00 pm in Room 117. This session will be led by Sally Stiles.
All who are healing after divorce are welcome.

New Saturday 6pm Worship Service Starting Sept. 15th
Your time is valuable. Your “to-do-list” seems to be growing while you juggle your
appointments. Free time is a luxury because you’ve got to work, take care of the
family, run errands and catch up on your chores. Your mind drifts off to places
where you could take a vacation. You can’t recall when you last had a good night’s
sleep. You try to convince yourself everything is under control but hoping there
would be some light at the end of the tunnel. Several times you’ve entertained the
idea of attending a Sunday worship service, but there’s no chance because of the
never-ending demands of your schedule. You heard from a friend that there is an
alternative. Columbia heights UMC has designed a new praise and worship service
on Saturdays at 6:00pm starting September 15, 2018. It’s come as you are in casual
attire and work uniforms are welcome.
“I can come right after work and hear what God has in store for my future. Maybe, I
could bring the whole family? Regardless, I need to come to sort out and rejuvenate
my wary mind and body. Thank you ,Lord, for this wonderful option! I just have to tell
my other family members and inform my neighbors about this opportunity for busy
people.”

Does this sound like you? Could this be you? If so we invite you, your friends, and
your family to join us for a wonderful evening praising God for everything he does.
We hope you can join us!
- Pastor Phil Miller

Financial Peace University Classes, October 4th
Dave Ramsey’s money handling course is back! It helps people get their proper
footing for managing the financial resources the Lord has blessed upon them.
Beginning October 4th at 6:30 p.m. Class members gather to watch a DVD
presentation of the topic at hand and then engage in a follow-up discussion. The
shared discussions provide support and ideas helping to motivate and encourage
class members in their journey to financial freedom. The class normally cost $109.
For the first 10 people to sign up, the discounted price is only $69. Contact Fritz
Ballard for more information, or to sign up; 614-370-3297, or
fritz.welcomerelief@gmail.com.

Halloween Trunk or Treat, October 21st
Join us October 21 from 3pm—5pm here at church for our Halloween Trunk or Treat
& Cook offs! This year we will be having a Chili or Soup cook off, and a Pumpkin or
Apple dish cook off! Please look for sign-up sheets in future bulletins, we will have
them for people who wish to participate in the cook offs and who will be
volunteering to decorate their trunks and pass out candy. Also we will be taking
candy donations for this event, that way we know we will have plenty of candy to
hand out as a back up if anyone runs out. Its going to be a lot of fun for all ages! If
you have any questions please contact the Church Office at
Admin@columbiaheightsumc.com.

Looking Back
Fourth of July Parade

This years Lincoln Village Fourth of July Parade was great! We had a great turn out
of people to watch the parade, and a lot of volunteers who helped us with our
Columbia Heights Float. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help us either
pass out cards and candy to the patrons, thank you to all who road on the float
waiving flags and blowing bubbles :-), also a big thank you to Jim and Kay Kaho
for creating and driving our parade float, as always it was beautiful. If you missed
out on seeing the parade, below are a few pictures of what you missed.

CHUMC News
New Student-Adult Prayer Partnership
“Pray in the Spirit at all times and every occasion” (Ephesians 6:18)
Many of us have watched our children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or friends
head back to school and various higher institutes of learning. During my last few
years of teaching, I became increasingly aware of the pressures which face these
young people. They are constantly required to make major and sometimes
difficult decisions. As a grandparent I pray for each one of my grandchildren, but
the Lord is calling for us to pray at all times. What an awesome opportunity to
come before the Lord on behalf of all children.
We are developing a Student-Adult prayer partnership. Each caring adult who is
willing to intentionally pray will be assigned to one or two children or youth
whose parents support the arrangement. The adults can then pray specifically for
those children throughout the coming year, and even could send birthday cards or
notes of encouragement to the children as well. There is no job description other
than to pray and to be led by the Holy Spirit.
Parents will have the option in the coming weeks to give register and give their
permission for their child to have such a prayer partner. Parents will be directly
notified of who the prayer partner is and will have the option to provide
birthdates, activities the child is involved in, and the child’s likes and dislikes if they
so choose.
This is not to replace anyone who is praying . This is merely an opportunity to
increase the prayer covering our kids. In the near future sign- up sheets will be
available or contact me, Ruth Waite at ruthwaite59@gmail.com or 419-619-0118.

Letter from Laurie Hurd
Columbia Heights Family,
As I wrap up my fourth year serving here as the Director of Family Ministries, I want
to express what a pleasure and a privilege it has been to do so. I've seen families
come and go, kids graduate up into youth group, babies added to the nursery (church
growth in action!), and have seen volunteers move through seasons of ministry. It
has been such a joy to watch the kids grow and learn new things, express new
interests, and develop new friendships. Some of the highlights of my time here:
- our Family Camp Outs behind the church
- the annual Talent Showcase
- the Canoe/Kayak trip at Trapper John's
- greeting kids and parents at the Check-In Cart on Sunday mornings
It is a high calling to serve God by serving the church, and it has been my honor to do
so, cumulatively, for the last 18 years in both paid and unpaid positions. Now that
this season of my ministry has come to an end, I pray for God to raise up leaders
among you to carry on the investment in our kids and volunteers.
Thank you so much for the outpouring of love in the form of a card collection and
thoughtful gifts given to me on my final Sunday. I treasure every word and picture.
Much love back to you all!
- Laurie Hurd

CHUMC News
New Church Librarian Steven Payne
Hello friends! I am excited to
announce
that
I
am
undertaking the giant task of
keeping the library and
preserving the history of our
church. In my time here at
Columbia Heights I have
served as a small group
leader in multiple groups,
bible
study
leader,
confirmation leader, youth
leader, board member and
now hope to continue in
doing a good work in the
Steven Payne
library. As most know, I
have a passion for books and
reading. I believe that one of the
greatest strengths we have as believers is education. To question everything,
not with a spirit of doubt, but a spirit of earnest desire to know the truth.
Jesus said that he is the truth and that the truth shall set us free. I believe in
having the hard conversations and asking the tough questions because this
is where our faith is worked out and made.
The book of Hosea is a tragic story of God’s people perishing. They are his
by name only, for their actions betray the purposes of their separation from
the rest of the world. In chapter four, verse six God says, “My people perish
for lack of knowledge.” Isn’t this a sad state of affairs? That section of
scripture is all about God chastising the priests of Israel because they
themselves did not lead the people or teach the people, they did not educate
the people in who they were and what it meant to be them. Today, we don’t
have a council of priests or prophets guiding us, we have the Holy Spirit. But
we also have those who have gone before us, speaking their wisdoms to
even us in our local church on the westside of Columbus. It isn’t on the
responsibility of a council to educate us in the same way that it was for those
thousands of years ago, the large majority of the burden falls on ourselves.
To read, learn, and grow as children of God.
The library here at Columbia Heights has been faithfully and diligently kept
under the eye of our own Joyce Warner and we thank her for her steadfast
service in maintaining the library to date. As I take the reins of this section of
our church, I want to say that I hope to help continue in the legacy that she
has put forth in her hard work and attention to detail as she provided
materials to educate the community. As someone who has only found
strength in my faith by asking the hard questions and reading the thoughts of
men and women before me in the faith, I truly believe that there are those
who are stuck in the ruts of their spiritual walk because they don’t know how
to think about certain problems within their theology. And perhaps don’t even
know how to ask the questions to obtain the answers they seek. I’m hoping to
be able to bring to life the library over the next year in a way that invites
people in to seek a deeper relationship with God through their understanding
of scripture. Just as Hosea 4:6 tells us that God’s people perish for lack of
knowledge, Romans 12:2 tells us to be transformed by the renewing of our
minds so that then we will know what is good and pleasing to him.
- Steven Payne

Preschool News
Hello Everyone,

Kid Quote for this issue:
“That is a weird cell phone!” (looking at
a camera)

Beginning Year News

Enrollment is 89 at this time. There are still
spaces available for the ECE Grant for next
year. Spread the word!
Thanks to Pastor Phil for helping create our new
Shared Parenting Policy. The purpose of this
policy is to establish effective communication
and maintain compliance with ODJFS licensing
regulations and all court decrees.
Thanks to Jonathon and the Youth Group for
helping update our playground border! It is
still a work in progress but soon it will look
wonderful and the children will be safer also.
August
Meet the Teacher Day was held on August 16,
2018. Families met their teacher and received
specific information for that classroom. Great
turnout!
First day of preschool was Wednesday, August
22, 2018.
September
Preschool will be closed for Labor Day on
Monday, September 3, 2018.
Parent Group meets on 9/19/18 & 9/20/18
Physicals due 9/21/18
Joe Biggs Photography visits 9/24/18 & 9/25/18
Columbus Speech & Hearing conducts
screenings 9/26/18
October

No preschool on 10/19/18 except for ECE
students
10/30/18 & 10/31/18 Halloween Costume Day
November
11/8/18 Open House
Preschool will be closed 11/21/18, 11/22/18 &
11/23/18
December
Christmas Parties 12/19/18 & 12/20/18
Preschool will be closed for Winter Break
12/24/18 – 1/2/19 OR 1/3/19
Blessings,
Pat Emmelhainz

School Community News
For those of you following issues relating to our public schools this election
season, especially in light of our partnership with Communities In Schools, here
are some facts in helping you understand Issue 7 which will be on the
November ballot. Issue 7 is the South-Western City Schools No New Millage
Bond Issue. It is the second segment to the Ohio Facilities Construction
Commission Project which if passed will allow for the replacement of four aging
middle schools (Brookpark, Finland, Norton, and Pleasant View), a renovation
of Jackson Middle School and a renovation to East Franklin Elementary. This
includes air conditioning, which is a real problem in these older schools,
especially when the weather is as hot and humid as it has been this year.
With the passage of Issue 7, $60,000,000 in matching funds will be given to the
district for these replacement schools and renovations plus provide updated
technology, improved safety and security systems, and the resources needed to
be successful in the real world. It will eliminate disparities among schools by
ensuring students across this large district will have similar, up-to-date learning
environments. It will also eliminate costly repairs and maintenance to the
buildings being replaced; freeing up those resources to benefit students and
other buildings across the district.

Because SWCSD has retiring bond debt, the passage of the November 6, 2018
Bond Issue maintains the current collection rate so taxpayers will NOT pay any
more annually with the passage of Issue 7. Without the passage of the bond,
the State funds will be redirected to another school district with no guarantee it
would be there the next time around. And these funds will pay for about half of
the building replacement costs (core project costs).
In case you are wondering, all of the funds received through Issue 7 must be
used for new facilities, building renovations and other permanent
improvements. None of the funds will be used for salaries, operating costs, or
benefits, as would through an operating levy.
There will be two voter adoption events happening September 5th and 6th Open
House style. On September 5, it will be held at Grove City UMC (The Purple
Door Church) and on September 6, it will be held at St. Paul Lutheran on
Pasadena Avenue…both beginning at 3:30 and ending at 7:00 p.m. You can
stop by either event, anytime during those hours. If you would like more
information about those events please contact, Suzie Smith-Rios.
Either way, don’t forget your civic duty and VOTE on November 7! :-)

A Note of Thanks
A Note of Thanks from Marian Hymer
Dear Friends,
I am finding it difficult to find adequate words to thank you for all your loving
concerns during all of Glen’s many health problems; all the beautiful cards and
fantastic words of encouragement for his recovery. After so long, his body
could take no more and we welcomed the Lord to take him home to a better
place, where there is no more pain or difficulty breathing. As one of his nurses
wrote, “He can now mow the yard all day in peace”.
Again I thank you for the love you gave Glen while he was with us and then the
love you shared with me and his family. I ordered a lovely spring day for his
burial and Celebration of Life, and with our seventy years together, I have an
abundance of beautiful memories. This completed a life well lived, my many
memories, and a host of good friends and family, will sustain me during my days
ahead that I am blessed with.
Lovingly,
Marian Hymer.

