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From The Pastor 

Dear Church family: 

 

March is a month in which nearly everyone seems to discover a little Irish in the family bloodline 
and joins in the big celebration on the 17th — St. Paddy's Day. Whether it's marching in a parade, 
donning a leprechaun hat and drinking green beer, or simply wearing a green necktie to work... 
everybody wants to get into the act. 

 

The primary emblem of St. Patrick's Day is actually a Christian symbol. Legend has it that when St. 
Patrick appeared before the pagan king of Ireland to speak about the Trinity, he lifted up a 
shamrock — a three-leaf clover—to counter the king's objection that God could not be both "one" 
and "three." "Is this shamrock one leaf? or three leaves?" he asked the king. And the king was 
confounded by the mystery of the "three-in-one," that one and the same God comes to us in three 
"persons" as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Theologians over the centuries have identified numerous theories or "models" of just how Christ's 
death on the cross redeems us from our sin. The “ransom theory,” the “substitution theory,” the 
“moral influence theory” and others have sometimes been helpful in grasping some aspect of 
Christ's saving work on the cross. But all of them finally fall silent before the mystery of atonement 
that eludes our attempts at analysis. In the end, we put aside the intellectual models and simply 
stand before the cross, acknowledging that here God is doing something for us that we could not do 
for ourselves, and that in this act of horror, the walls that we built which separate us from God 
come a-tumblin' down and we are reconciled with our Creator (which is why the Friday of 
crucifixion is "Good"). 

 

What is required of us is not understanding... only that we turn around and turn toward the 
crucified one as the Center (Lord) of our life. That turning is called repentance, symbolized by the 
color purple. That's why, while followers of Christ may choose to don a bit of green for March 17th, 
purple is "our colors" for this month that also takes us from winter into spring. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Ruben 

 

 



 2020 Columbia Heights Talent Show 

Those of you who missed the Talent Show missed a "fun" night.  

Amy Thompson had a display of rainbow loom crafts that she has made over 
the years… 

 

 

Kara Pratt had a display showing some of her many 
talents - her drawings, photos and baking (with yummy samples). 

 

 

 

Micah Gallebo did a great job as m.c. and played the 
violin...always a treat!  Sister Ella amused us with her 
impromptu humor and skills with dice stacking and Rubik's 
Cube speed solving. Amazing! 

 

 

Judy Roush played a rousing piano 
while youth and some reluctant audience members danced. 

 

 

 
 

The Biehl family was well represented.  Amber played the piccolo, flute and 
alto sax, and brother Bobby played the trombone.  They played a duet of "St. 
James' Infirmary" accompanied by grandpa Franklin Cory on the Piano. 

 

 

Emma, Amy and Audra Thompson sang a song followed by a 
piano solo by their mother Christine who played in honor of her 
parents who were in attendance. 

 

 

 

Members of the Estep family showed some of their talents, 
too.  Madi played the guitar and sang, and Gabe showed 
some of his dance moves. 

 

 

 

In addition, a "mysterious" 3-4 year old boy sang his "ABC's". 

 

 

Hope that we can get more participants next year along with a bigger audience 



Tuesday Men’s Breakfast: Men's Breakfast at Tee Jay's every Tuesday morning at 7 AM. 
Guests are always welcome, even if it is your wife or girlfriend. Normally we do not have a guest 
speaker, but we do have lots of speaking. Come and join us.  
 
 
 
Chocolate Tasting: Two Bible Study groups met together and had a chocolate tasting party 
to celebrate Valentine's Day. They were Diane Davis' and Joni Cabanillas' groups. From 
Diane's group were: Diane, Lou Ratliff, Ann McCullough, Sue Sparks, LaDonna Sampson, 
Ann Wilson, Shirley Hummel, Mary Schlosser , and Joyce Warner.  Attending from Joni's 
group were: Joni, Susan Hunter, Alice Selby, Karen Cory, Jewell Jamison, and Judy Roush. 

Besides tasting chocolates from white chocolate (which really isn't 
chocolate!) to a variety of chocolate bars to dark chocolate with 
pomegranate flavor, we also heard some interesting histories and 
stories about  chocolate covered cherries,, Snickers (more sold than any other candy bar), 
nonpareils, Eagles Candies, Anthony Thomas (both locally made for a long time), Hershey and 
all that has been done in Hershey, Pa. by the Hershey Foundation.  And, I can't forget the 
delicious homemade cakes!! The following week both groups returned to their weekly studies. 

Diane's group meets on Monday at 10 am at her house, for an hour+ studying the Book of Ruth.  Joni's group meets at 
the church on Thursday  at 10 am.  They are studying the Bible and are in the book of Genesis. 

 

 

Sweetheart Dinner: The Boy Scouts of Troop 533 sponsored a delicious Sweetheart Dinner on 
Feb. 8 to celebrate Valentines' Day.  The meal choices were baked chicken or ravioli with sides 
of steamed vegetables and baked potato and roll.  There was a smorgasbord  of desserts from 
which you could choose one or more. 

Not only was the food good, but so were the decorations, the service and the companionship of 
those in attendance.  There were 105 guest reservations and 20+ workers. Another 
serendipity...we didn't have to cook!!! Looking forward to next year's! - Joyce Warner 

 

 

Thank You Note: Dear Church Family, How can I find the right words to thank you for the love and support I felt 
during this time of my illness, and now words cannot express my gratitude for all your prayers, cards, phone calls, food, 
flowers, and visits I received during this time. A special thank you to Pastor Ruben and Joni for their many visits and 
prayers. I hope to see you all soon and from the bottom of my heart, God Bless each and everyone of you. Blessings to 
all: Howard & Lynn Balzer & Family. 

 

Preschool Updates: 

Hello Everyone,  

Kid Quote for this Issue: I wasn’t scared! Four-year old's are very brave.” 

  Lifetouch Pictures will be taking spring & graduation pictures here on Monday, March 9, 2020 & 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020. Families will be given a proof sheet that day and can order everything 
on-line this year. 

 Lots of tours and calls as enrollment for next year has begun. Please tell friends and family to 
email, call or stop over to reserve their spot today. 

 Columbia Heights Preschool has 25 spots for the Early Childhood Education Grant for next school 
year. Call or email for details! 

 Staff is working on the second checkpoint for the Early Learning Assessment for spring. Parent / 
Teacher Conferences will be held in late April & early May. 

 No Preschool on Monday, March 23, 2020.   

Blessings, Pat Emmelhainz 



Upcoming Events 

Potluck and Life Group Presentation— on March 22nd at 11:30am right after the 2nd service, there will 
be a church wide potluck in the Family Life Center/Gym. Life groups will talk briefly about what they are 
doing, there will be live music and entertainment, along with a great banquet of food to eat. Just bring your 
favorite dish to share (which can be taken to the kitchen prior), and a big appetite! Those who attend the 9am 
service will be asked to help set-up for the potluck. We also hope that all who attend will help aid in the clean 
up after the event. 

 

Graduation Sunday—In preparation for Graduation Sunday we are in need of information from those who 
are graduating this year. Whether it be from High School, College, Tech School, Etc.… we want to know! Be 
on the look out for an insert in upcoming bulletins, or you can call the office and provide them with the info. 
We would also like a photo if you have one, either a senior picture or just a photo of the person graduating. 
Graduating is a wonderful milestone and accomplishment and we want to honor you for it. 

 

Voting Day Volunteers Needed  - Voting day will be on March 17th, we are still in need of volunteers to 
help during the very early morning hours. Pastor Ruben will be in to let the Voting crew in at 5:00am, but we 
could use volunteers  from 6am—7am, 7am—8am & 8am—9am.  We also have one night shift spot still 
available from 8pm—9pm. If you are able to help at all please call the office and let them know. 

 

Maria Esther Sharing her book—On March 29th we will have a special guest. Maria 
Esther Zaragoza will be sharing her Testimonial book with us that Sunday. She will be 
speaking at both Services. 


