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On Sept. 10th, in both services and in an 11:45am 

potluck we’re celebrating! 

HAPPY 10th ANNIVERSARY, as we FULFILL 

THE DREAM!  
  
Anniversary of what? Ten years ago, this month, the 

people of Columbia Heights moved from the previous 
church building at Sturbridge Road next to Doctors West 

Hospital to their brand-new building here on Galloway 

Rd. This was a momentous and courageous step of faith!  

 
Fulfill what dream? From the records of those days of 

the move, I have found the following reasons listed for 

why the people of our church believed they should build 

and relocate:  
 

To reach the community and grow. For the original 

Ground-Breaking Service, a letter of invitation 
was sent to our Bishop that said we were building 

“A Family-Life Center that will help us to attract 

younger congregants because of its multi-purpose 
features,” and it said the traditional worship 

sanctuary space would now “be equipped with a 

state-of-the-art audiovisual system.” That very 

sanctuary was built to accommodate 500 or more 
people which was more than double the number 

of worshippers we had at that time. These were 

great dreams that we’re continuing to fulfill 
today!  

 

To serve the kids. It’s often said, “the children are our 

future” and “the children are our present”! Jesus 
himself said “let the children come unto me” and 

he went out into the community where the 

children were. Our advertising brochure in 2007 
said that what we were building would offer “An 

exciting and active youth program focused on 

Christian principles for everyday living.” Our 
new building placed a high emphasis on kids 

through: improving our preschool; providing an 

elementary school sized gym with a stage in the 

Family Life Center; and building a ‘youth room’ 
to bless teenagers. We said that we care about 

kids as a top priority! 

 
 

 

To value and help those who are in need. In that same 
Columbia Heights brochure, the new building 

was advertised as providing via the food pantry 

“A collaborative community outreach service 

supported by seven local churches and area food 
banks.” Now, since the food pantry is technically 

and legally a separate 501c3 non-profit 

organization from the church, let me ask: what 
kind of church builds space for a different 

organization to use for free? One that really cares 

about people in need! From the food pantry to the 
valet parking to the one-level / no-steps layout, 

we’ve communicated, “We care about you 

regardless of any limitations you have!” 

 
An April 15, 2007 bulletin of Columbia Heights had 

across the top of it the words: “Living into the Future,” 

and we’re continuing that today. As we recently hired new 
people like Bob and Suzie McNutt for the 10:30 service 

music and Jonathan Rodriguez for the youth ministry, 

we’re living into the dream that was started with the new 
building. In the coming weeks we will go through a re-

visioning process whereby we will look at all that we have 

and all that we do – from our wonderful facilities to the 

preschool and food pantry to the community-leaders in 
our pews – and ask God, “What’s next for us? What are 

our next steps into the community that we need to take in 

order to continue to fulfill the dream You gave us a decade 
ago? Pray for us and I’ll look forward to celebrating with 

you on September 10
th

 in both services and in the 

potluck at 11:45 all that God is doing!  

  

Pastor Nathan Custer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Pastor 
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Upcoming Events 

3rd Annual Family Campfire/Campout 
 
We invite you to join us on Friday, Sept. 8—Saturday, 

Sept. 9 for our Family Campout here at church (behind 

the building). Festivities will start at 6:30 pm with a 

campfire to roast hotdogs & marshmallows, a potluck 
dinner (we invite you to bring a side dish), lots of games 

and activities, along with sharing stories and singing 

songs. If you plan to stay all night please bring tents, tarps, 
sleeping bags, lawn chair, etc. to 

make yourself comfortable. If 

you do not plan to stay we still 
welcome you to join in on all the 

fun! Signup sheets will be 

available in your Sunday 

bulletin, we ask that you try to 
sign up beforehand that way we 

can plan accordingly for food & activities. If you have any 

questions please contact Laurie Hurd at: 
Lhurd@columbiaheightsumc.com. 

  

Point Fest at Cedar Point! 
 
On September 16th Cedar Point is having a big Christian 

Concert Bash and the Youth Group & Young Adult Group 

are trying to get a group together to attend. If there are 20 
or more people going the tickets are only $42 a piece 

which includes all day admission to Cedar Point and all 4 

bands. If this is something that you, your kids and any of 

their friends are interested in please email Jonathan 
Rodriquez at: jrodriguez@columbiaheightsumc.com. 

  

 

Financial Peace University 
A new fall Financial Peace University class will be 

kicking off this September. Starting Tuesday September 
19 from 7pm—

8pm in the 

Chapel. The 

evening course 
will run for nine 

weeks. 

Participants will 
learn God's 

ways of 

handling money and set them on a course to becoming 
debt free. As always, anyone who is a past FPU member 

is welcome to attend any of the classes free. Signup 

information will be available at the Welcome Desk in the 

foyer. For more information please contact Fritz Ballard 
at either 614-370-3297 or fritzballard_19@hotmail.com.  

  

Franklin County Consortium for Good 
Government 
 
Wake up Columbus! Did you sleep through the last 

election because you did not know who the candidates 

were on the ballot. You can do better this fall!  Forums 

will be held with live candidates and speakers concerning 

the issues on the November ballot. September 26, 2017, 

6:30 PM at Prairie Twp. Community Center, 5955 West 

Broad St., Galloway, Ohio. We have invited the 

candidates for Southwestern City School Board of 

Education to come and speak. Prairie Township Trustee 

candidates were also invited. Speakers for both sides of 

state issue #2 on drug cost reduction may also be there 

and candidates for a city judge position. Voter registration 

will be at this meeting if you need to do that to be eligible 

to vote. A petition concerning the redistricting of Ohio’s 

voting districts will be available for signing.  Other 

forums will be held in Columbus this fall to cover city and 

county races.  Presented by the Franklin County 

Consortium for Good Government. For more information 

go to http://franklincountyconsortium.com. 

 

mailto:fritzballard_19@hotmail.com
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Upcoming Events 

Turkey Dinner & Bazaar 

Join us November 11 at 4:00pm for our annual Turkey 

Dinner & Bazaar! Ticket prices are listed below: 

  

Adult: $8 
  

Youth (ages 12 –17): $5 

  
Child (3-11): $3 

  

Child (Under 3 years old): Free w/adult ticket—Eat-in 
only 

  

It will be a fun filled night with great food, crafts, 

fellowship and more! We hope to see you there! If you are 
interested in helping with the turkey dinner please contact 

Scotty McGraner at 614-878-1072 for more information. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Trunk Or Treat 

Join us October 15 

from 3pm—5pm 

here at church for 
our Halloween 

Trunk or Treat & 

Cook offs! This 

year we will be 
having a Chili or 

Soup cook off, and 

an Apple dish cook 
off! Please look for sign-up sheets in future bulletins, we 

will have them for people who wish to participate in the 

cook offs and who will be volunteering to decorate their 
trunks and pass out candy. Also, we will be taking candy 

donations for 
this event, that 

way we know 

we will have 

plenty of candy 
to hand out as a 

backup if 

anyone runs out. 
We had a great 

turn out last 

year, so we have 
high hopes for 

this year, it’s going to be a lot of fun for all ages! If you 

have any questions please contact Laurie Hurd at 

Lhurd@columbiaheightsumc.com or Denise Estep at 
deniseestep1@yahoo.com. 

  

Youth Group News 

Youth Group Overnight Extravaganza 

For the summer event, the Youth got together for an all-

nighter on July 30th.  Video Game systems were set up 

for the kids to play in tournaments, movies were put up 
on the big screen and board games were played.  Without 

coffee, donuts and multiple candy breaks there was no 

way that the adults were going to make it through the 
night with kids so full of energy.  The youth group did 

want to warn all patrons of the church that if you are here 

at night and hear a roar and the word Grog shouted to 
make sure you grab a flashlight.   
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Youth Group News 
 

Junior High Retreat 
 
We are planning on going to this middle school camping 

weekend.  It is set at a camp on a beautiful lake that has 
tons of ropes courses indoor and outdoor climbing walls 

and many cool games to play in small and large 

groups.  The camping itself is in cabins that are pretty nice 

so I would not call it rustic at all and beds are 
comfortable.  If you are interested you can check out the 

website below to learn more about Portage Lake, and if 

you are in grades 6-8th and would like to attend please 
contact Jonathan Rodriquez at: 

jrodriguez@columbiaheightsumc.com. 

http://portagelake.org/jhretreat/  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHUMC News 

Introducing…Bible Zone 10.3 

Starting on Sunday, September 10, we will have a kid’s 
class during the 10:30 worship service for those in grades 

1 thru 5.  (Infants thru Kindergarten kids may go into the 

nursery to play, and the older ones will have their own 
special story time.)  We will meet for the entire service 

time, so parents should accompany their children to the 

Check-In Cart located in the back hallway near the 

preschool entrance.  The class will be held in Room B and 
we’ll be using Phil Vischer’s study, What Is A Christian? 

a study of 1 John.  Phil is the creator of Veggie Tales, and 

his style of teaching is both thorough and superbly 
entertaining.  The study is available through RightNow 

Media and parents are encouraged to check it out for 
themselves!  The church has a subscription that you can 

make use of for FREE.  Just let us know you’re interested 

and we will email you with an invitation to create your 

own login.  If you have any questions about the coming 
class, contact Laurie, lhurd@columbiaheightsumc.com or 

614-425-4682. 

  

Prayer Shawls & Quilters 

The Prayer Shawls & Quilters group will start meeting 

again in September. They meet the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
each month in Fellowship Hall. However, they will not 

meet on September 2nd due to it being Labor Day 

weekend. If you have any questions please contact Evelyn 

Donohue or Janet Walters.  
  

Food Pantry Needs 

The food pantry needs a few items as we go into the fall 

season.  Please see the list below of items to donate: 
 

o Canned Pasta (i.e. Chef Boyardee ravioli, etc.)  
o Tomato Sauce 

o Saltine Crackers 

o Canned Vegetables 

o Peas 
o Green Beans 

o Mixed Veggies 

  

Letter from The Fritzche’s 

Hello Friends, 
 

Just a quick note to let you know all is well. I still have 
boxes to deal with, but taking it slowly; still having some 

issues with my wrist which was fractured. 

 The church Ed has been attending is very nice. There are 
numerous missions going on and I am sure I can find at 

least one to help with; one is with a local girl’s home. Our 

continued prayers for God’s blessings at CHUM. 
    Judy & Ed Fritzche 

 

mailto:jrodriguez@columbiaheightsumc.com
http://portagelake.org/jhretreat/
mailto:lhurd@columbiaheightsumc.com
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 Preschool News 
 
Hello Everyone,  

“Kid Quote” for this month: Are we taking home our 

planets today? (Plants) 

* Thanks to Nathan and Doug for help with traffic safety 

for the preschool. 

* Karen Brown from Epilepsy Foundation trained our 

staff on seizures 8/28/17. 

* Enrollment is 84 so far. ECE Grant filled as well. 

  

September 
 

Labor Day: September 4, 2017 – NO PRESCHOOL 

Staff Meeting: September 13, 2017 @ 11:45 a.m. 

Parent Group Meeting: September 20 & 21, 2017 

Joe Biggs Photography: September 27 & 28, 2017 

  

October 
 

Columbus Speech & Hearing Visit: October 4, 2017 

Staff Meeting: October 13, 2017 @ 11:45 a.m. 

Parent Group Meeting: October 18 & 19 

COTA Day: No Preschool – October 20, 2017 

Wear Your Costume Day:  October 30 & 31, 2017 

  

November 
 

Staff Meeting: November 8, 2017 @11:45 a.m. 

Staff In-Service: No Preschool. – November 9, 2017 

Open House: Thursday, November 9, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Closed Thanksgiving: November 22 – 24, 2017 
 

Blessings, 

Pat Emmelhainz 

  

 

 

 

Church Painting & Redecorating 

You may have noticed that there is some new color and 

liveliness to our church building happening lately.   If you 

haven’t, you soon will. Gary Kimmet, our Facilities 

Manager and his team of volunteers are slowly making 
their way through the entire building to give a fresh coat 

of paint to every wall which has not been touched since 

the origin of the building in 2007.  Yes, the scuff marks 

and imperfections will soon disappear!!!   
 

Plans have been in 

the works for almost 
a year now to put 

together a 

comprehensive 

redecorating plan 
which will bring new 

life and new 

optimism for all of 
our important 

ministries.  As well 

as take us another 
step into better 

community outreach 

with the use of our 

facilities.  If you’ve 
been to other equally 

growing churches, you will notice updating is essential in 

creating warm and friendly atmospheres where people 
want to gather.  Our church, has become very well versed 

in ministry through multiple small group settings.  From 

Life groups to Senior groups to Young Adult groups, 

Music groups, Children and Youth groups, and on and 
on… we continue to add to our complexity as a 

congregation as we multiply our ministries through these 

smaller, friendlier, more connected, highly spirit filled 

groups.   
 

We hope that our unique style will show through as we 

provide beautiful spaces for people to worship, hold 
group gatherings, conduct business, hold conferences, 

and much more of what we are already doing on a day to 

day basis.  Dozens of us played a part in coordinating the 

colors for the walls with participation in the focus groups 
last year.  Since then, we have been consulting with 

various people inside and outside of the church to come 

up with the best overall decorating plan to fit our church 
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needs and provide an elegant and welcoming interior that 
will compliment both our maturity and youthfulness 

within our congregation.  Only together will these ideas 

represent the wonderfulness of Columbia Heights and the 

diversity that is within us.    
 

The theme of mixing “old and new” was birthed by our 

brand of ministry that no one else is duplicating on this 

side of town.  We’ve concluded that our spiritual growth 
depends upon both feeling our connection with our 

historical roots, traditions, and heritage while also 

embracing the good in technology, inspirational artistry, 
and other modern connections we all enjoy in our 

contemporary lives.  These are very exciting times and we 

want you to be a part of it all.   
 

A local artist will be helping us provide hallway murals in 

the bible zone corridor for the children and the inner child 

within us all.  The children will be led through the “path 

of life” to reach the bible zone check-in station.  It is a 
perfect representation of their growth and our growth as 

the adults who lead them.  You will notice the re-

occurrence of a “tree theme” surfacing throughout the 
building.  Trees represent both the life-giving properties 

such as oxygen and bearing fruit for those around us and 

the establishment of roots that hold us steady and with 

which we can receive nourishment.  Trees are beautiful 
and functional and we can’t live without them…just as we 

can’t live without God in our lives.  More details of future 

plans will be unveiled as they are further developed. 
 

Thank you for your patience with all these projects as they 

are ongoing and some areas will have multiple layers of 

added touches that will be incorporated as time and funds 
allow.  If you are excited about these projects and would 

like to contribute to the building fund for this use of paint 

and décor, please mark your giving envelopes “Paint and 

Décor” as your suggested use for the building.  By giving 
towards the refreshment of our facilities, you are helping 

further ministries in all areas since almost every ministry 

uses the church building in some way shape or form.  
Bless you for helping us create warm, safe, and loving 

environments for the people we call “The Church”.   

  

Suzie Smith-Rios, Director of Operations 

 

 

 Autumn Prayer 

 
We bless you,  

God of Seed and Harvest 

And we bless each other 
That the beauty of this world 

And the love that created it 

Might be expressed though our lives 
And be a blessing to others 

Now and always 

AMEN 

  

Source: 
Read more at: 

http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Autumn.htm#

ixzz4rLYNzxfx  
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution  

Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | 

faithandworship on Facebook 

  
 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-
ND 

http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Autumn.htm#ixzz4rLYNzxfx
http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Autumn.htm#ixzz4rLYNzxfx
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=cBRJNCuCWr358nadbiUt4I&u=faithandworship
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=cBRJNCuCWr358nadbiUt4I&u=faithandworship
http://deliciousmeggy.blogspot.com/2012/09/muffins-morbidissimi-alle-mele-e.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/

