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WEEK 9 - WILDERNESS FINALE, PART 2 - OBEY AND LIVE 

RECAP & PREPARATION  
Daily Readings for the Week  

• Deuteronomy 13-34, Psalm 57-64 
Resources for this Week 

• Video: Torah: Deuteronomy  

FOCUS OF TIME TOGETHER 
To recap and conclude our time in Deuteronomy and the Torah by reflecting on the major 
concluding theme of choosing between obedience and disobedience, life and death, 
goodness and evil.  

GROUND RULE/GOAL/VALUE FOR THE WEEK  
Value: Scripture Memory 
Our goal for the week is to practice the spiritual discipline of memorizing Scripture. During 
your time in Missional Communities, listen for any verses or lines from Deuteronomy or the 
rest of the Torah that stand out to you as particularly profound, beautiful, or important. 
Underline the verse/passage or write it down somewhere and take time during this next week 
to memorize it. At the end of your time together this week, share which verse/passage you 
plan to memorize. 

CONNECTION AND UNITY EXERCISE (MUTUAL INVITATION, EXPLAINED AT THE END) 
Share with the group a verse that you memorized. 
  
OPENING PRAYER  
Read Moses’ song from Deuteronomy 32:1-43 aloud as a prayer. (Read also the verses before 
and after, beginning in Deut 31:30 and reading through 32:47 for context.) 

INTRO TO DISCUSSION  
The two predominant themes in Moses’ sermon-like speeches recorded in Deuteronomy are 
1) remembering versus forgetting, which we discussed last week, and 2) choosing to obey 
God versus choosing to disobey, which we will focus on this week. These crucial themes have 
been developing through the narrative of the Torah, but Moses comes back to them again 
and again in Deuteronomy. Moses reiterates these as  the primary lessons to be drawn from 
Israel’s history thus far, and therefore the most important thing for the new generation to hear 
and consider before entering the Promised Land. And Moses’ message isn’t just for them. 
Remembering the Lord and choosing to obey Him remain dominant themes throughout the 
rest of the Old Testament as well. The prophets and authors of the historical books and 
psalms repeatedly describe Israel’s successes as contingent upon their remembrance of 
God’s wonderful actions in the past and their obedience to the statutes and decrees of the 
covenant. Similarly, Israel’s failures are routinely tied to their forgetfulness and their 
disobedience to the covenant laws. The book of Deuteronomy challenges us as readers, 
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saying in so many words, “If you learn anything from Moses’ Book of the Torah, learn this: 
Obey God and you will live and prosper, but disobey God and you will suffer and die.”  

The following books (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings) prove this to be true by chronicling 
the stories of generation after generation of Israelites choosing either obedience or 
disobedience and reaping the consequences. (Spoiler alert: as God predicts in Deuteronomy 
31, Israel’s story as a nation in the land is mostly one of disobedience.) This week, we’ll take 
the time as we wrap up the Torah to sit with this second theme of obedience both for the sake 
of understanding the message of the Scriptures and in order to personally reflect on our own 
call to love and obey God and thereby choose life. 

LARGE GROUP DISCUSSION  

Questions for Basic Understanding  
These questions are to help us interpret and understand the text as it was intended to be 
interpreted and understood.  

1. Read Deuteronomy 11 and 30. According to Moses’ words in chapter 30 and the rest 
of Deuteronomy, what difference will it make whether Israel listens to God or not once 
they’ve occupied the land? 

2. Specifically, what are the consequences of disobeying the covenant and the rewards 
for keeping it? 

3. What exactly is it they are supposed to obey? What kind of stuff does God demand of 
them? (Hint: Think back on your reading through Deuteronomy this week. Chapters 
12-26 are a recap and elaboration on the statutes and decrees that Israel is to adhere 
to.) 

Questions for Listening to Scripture 
These questions are to help us be affected by Scripture in the way it was intended to affect 
us. 

What is your immediate reaction to these exhortations to obedience? When asked to obey 
God, do you respond eagerly like the Israelites first did at Sinai, saying, “We will do 
everything the Lord has said,” (Ex 19:8)? Or is your natural reaction more resistant?  

Questions for Interacting with Scripture 
1. What does the overall story of the Torah, concluding in Deuteronomy, say about 

mankind’s general ability and willingness to be faithful and obedient to God?  
2. Does the Torah end on a high note of hopefulness and enthusiasm, or is the story a 

more somber and sobering one? 
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
Questions for Self-Examination 
These questions are to help us look at ourselves, be aware and honest about who we are in 
light of our interaction with Scripture and consider any appropriate action. 

1. What is God calling you to be obedient to right now?  
2. In what ways are you struggling to listen to Him and tempted to disobey? 
3. If you are super honest with yourself, what do you truly believe to be the 

consequences of disobedience? What benefit, if any, is it to listen to God in this 
instance? 

CLOSING 
Consider any invitations that the Holy Spirit may be bringing up in you to obey God more 
wholly. However, be slow to jump into commitments of obedience. As the Torah makes 
clear, God takes vows of behavior very, very seriously and holds us accountable to our 
promises. Rather, take the time to count the cost of obedience and search your heart for 
whether you are truly willing to pay the price of obedience. Then open up to God in prayer 
together, sharing any fear, guilt, excitement, doubt, hope, or desire you may be feeling. 

Before leaving, share with one another which verse or passage, if any, you will try to 
memorize this week. 
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MUTUAL INVITATION - A DISCUSSION TECHNIQUE  
To practice humility and becoming aware of your tendencies in group discussions, we are 
going to utilize a special discussion technique. We’ve borrowed the exercise from Eric Law’s 
book The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb. Law calls it “Mutual Invitation” and uses it to reveal 
and equalize the power dynamics that exist in groups. He finds it especially effective in 
multicultural communities because it helps reveal how often the white majority members 
perceive greater personal power within the community than do many minority members. It is 
very helpful in making group members aware of how they interact within the group and then 
also assisting them to reflect on how this affects the community. It may be useful for your 
group to use this discussion format on a regular basis, or you may decide just to practice it a 
few times as a training of sorts. Here’s how it works:  

• The discussion leader should let the group know approximately how much time will be 
allocated for this particular portion of discussion.  

• Then the leader will introduce the topic or question to be discussed. This will typically come 
from the small group material. It is often helpful if the small group has access to the material 
to refer back to the question during the discussion. 

• Next, the leader introduces or reminds everyone of the discussion process which is as 
follows:  “The leader or a designated person will share first. After that person has spoken, he 
or she then invites another to share. Whom you invite does not need to be the person next to 
you. After the next person has spoken, that person is given the privilege to invite another to 
share. If you don’t want to say anything, simply say ‘pass’ and proceed to invite another to 
share. We will do this until everyone has been invited.”  

Note: The first time you practice this, it will likely be very awkward. The tendency will be to 
give up and go back to the whoever-wants-to-talk-can-talk approach. However, persist 
through this to at least try it a couple times. Also, do not allow people to interrupt or speak 
when it is not their turn. Gently remind them that it is not their turn to speak. Similarly, if 
someone “passes” and chooses not to speak, do not pressure them into doing so. If a person 
speaks very briefly or passes and then does not remember to invite the next person to speak, 
do not invite for him or her. Simply point out that this person has the privilege to invite the 
next person to speak. By ensuring that this person still has the privilege to invite, you affirm 
and value that person independent of that person’s verbal ability.
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