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WEEK 8 - WILDERNESS FINALE, PART 1 - REMEMBER 

RECAP & PREPARATION  
Daily Readings for the Week  

• Numbers 25-36, Psalm 30-36 
• Deuteronomy 1-6 

Resources for this Week 
• Video: Deuteronomy  

FOCUS OF TIME TOGETHER 
To hear and remember what Israel’s God has done, what sets YHWH apart from other gods, 
and to reflect on the ways Israel and we are tempted to forget. 

GROUND RULE/GOAL/VALUE FOR THE WEEK  
Value: Attention 
Our goal for the week is to notice and appreciate the ways God is and has been at work in 
others’ stories. 

CONNECTION AND UNITY EXERCISE (MUTUAL INVITATION, EXPLAINED AT THE END) 
Share one moment from your day where you felt God with you. If you did not experience such 
a moment simply say “I did not feel God with me today.” 
  
OPENING PRAYER  
Read Psalm 105 as your opening prayer. 

INTRO TO DISCUSSION  
The book of Numbers ends with Israel waiting to cross the Jordan River to enter the Promised 
Land. Instead of a two-week journey they have wandered for 40 years in the wilderness 
between Mt. Sinai and the Promised Land because of their disobedience and hard hearts. But 
now it is time for the next generation to enter the land. The book of Deuteronomy is Moses’ 
final discourse to this new generation. He exhorts and encourages them to remember God 
who rescued their parents from Egypt and has been infinitely patient with them. Later in the 
book he will recount different parts of the Law God gave them on Mt. Sinai. Here in the 
opening chapters he recalls just what it is that God has done for them. He rescued them out 
of slavery. His presence led them through the wilderness. He gave them guidelines for how to 
live. He again and again showed patience and steadfast love for a people who constantly 
rebelled. Remember this, says Moses. Remember who God is. He alone did all of these 
things. Do not be tempted to chase after and worship other, lesser gods. They did not rescue 
you, they did not feed you when you were hungry, they did not protect and provide for you. 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) 
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LARGE GROUP DISCUSSION  

Questions for Basic Understanding  
These questions are to help us interpret and understand the text as it was intended to be 
interpreted and understood.  

1. Have someone sum up in a sentence or two the final chapters of Numbers so we can 
understand the context of the beginning of Deuteronomy. 

2. What do you think Moses’ motivation is for giving Israel these final speeches?

Questions for Listening to Scripture 
These questions are to help us be affected by Scripture in the way it was intended to affect 
us. 

1. Remember that Deuteronomy is Moses recapping the past 40 years since the Exodus 
to the now-grown-up children of Israel. Imagine you are listening to Moses give this 
final address. All you have known is life wandering in the wilderness. You have heard 
stories from your parents of what God has done for your people, you have heard the 
Law. What is Moses trying to remind you and the rest of Israel of? 

2. What would your reaction be to hearing Moses’ final address, encouragements and 
admonitions? 

Questions for Interacting with Scripture 
1. Read Deuteronomy 6 again. Are there any words or phrases that stand out to you? 

What is Moses’ tone as he speaks to Israel? 

Questions for Self-Examination 
These questions are to help us look at ourselves, be aware and honest about who we are in 
light of our interaction with Scripture and consider any appropriate action. 

In light of the theme of remembering in this passage, take a minute or two in silent 
reflection and remember moments of God’s faithfulness in your own journey/story. If it is 
helpful to write these down feel free to do so. If you can’t point to places where it feels like 
God has been faithful be honest and write that down. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION  
1. Share with your small group what the Holy Spirit brought to mind when you 

reflected on the ways God has faithfully been with you in your journey.  
2. Take an honest look at your life. In what ways are you tempted to diminish the 

faithfulness of God? Are there times that you have experienced having forgotten 
God’s faithfulness? 
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CLOSING 
End your time by praying corporately together. 

MUTUAL INVITATION - A DISCUSSION TECHNIQUE  
To practice humility and becoming aware of your tendencies in group discussions, we are 
going to utilize a special discussion technique. We’ve borrowed the exercise from Eric Law’s 
book The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb. Law calls it “Mutual Invitation” and uses it to reveal 
and equalize the power dynamics that exist in groups. He finds it especially effective in 
multicultural communities because it helps reveal how often the white majority members 
perceive greater personal power within the community than do many minority members. It is 
very helpful in making group members aware of how they interact within the group and then 
also assisting them to reflect on how this affects the community. It may be useful for your 
group to use this discussion format on a regular basis, or you may decide just to practice it a 
few times as a training of sorts. Here’s how it works:  

• The discussion leader should let the group know approximately how much time will be 
allocated for this particular portion of discussion.  

• Then the leader will introduce the topic or question to be discussed. This will typically come 
from the small group material. It is often helpful if the small group has access to the material 
to refer back to the question during the discussion. 

• Next, the leader introduces or reminds everyone of the discussion process which is as 
follows:  “The leader or a designated person will share first. After that person has spoken, he 
or she then invites another to share. Whom you invite does not need to be the person next to 
you. After the next person has spoken, that person is given the privilege to invite another to 
share. If you don’t want to say anything, simply say ‘pass’ and proceed to invite another to 
share. We will do this until everyone has been invited.”  

Note: The first time you practice this, it will likely be very awkward. The tendency will be to 
give up and go back to the whoever-wants-to-talk-can-talk approach. However, persist 
through this to at least try it a couple times. Also, do not allow people to interrupt or speak 
when it is not their turn. Gently remind them that it is not their turn to speak. Similarly, if 
someone “passes” and chooses not to speak, do not pressure them into doing so. If a person 
speaks very briefly or passes and then does not remember to invite the next person to speak, 
do not invite for him or her. Simply point out that this person has the privilege to invite the 
next person to speak. By ensuring that this person still has the privilege to invite, you affirm 
and value that person independent of that person’s verbal ability.
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