
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 26, 2023  10:30AM 

 

Unbind Him by Hannah Garrity 

 Inspired by John 11:1-45—Paper lace over oil paint on linen 
 

As I met with this text, I was drawn to Jesus’ call for Lazarus to be unbound.  
To represent the fabrics used in preparation for burial, I wrapped a canvas 
in linen.  You’re not really supposed to do that.  The canvas was already 
stretched and gessoed.  It was ready to resist the oil paint medium I was 
applying.  However, the texture of the binding cloth matters for this tactile 
text.  I began to scrape the paint onto the woven strands.  The linen fabric 
absorbed the paint as I scraped it on with a palette knife. In the final image, 
the linen shows through the paint and the paper lace design, representing 
the bindings. 
 



 

Jesus’ call for unbinding also includes the community.  The foreshortened 
hands of the community, tasked with unbinding his body, reach in toward 
Lazarus.  They reach through the concentric binding lines so that he can go 
free.  Can these bones live?  
 
In the strength of community, they can.  The community made up of Jews, 
Gentiles, Samaritans, and others all joined one another at the tomb to 
grieve for Lazarus that day.  They came to support Mary and Martha. Jesus 
arrives as the community mourns together.  Jesus cries in his grief.  Their 
collective tears create the backdrop for this paper lace design.  This diverse 
and neighborly community is who Jesus calls on to do the unbinding. Jesus 
makes sure that the community knows about this miracle so that they can 
share the news.  Can these bones live?  Lazarus lives, and Jesus’ miracle 
lives on in the telling.        
 —Hannah Garrity 

Everybody is welcome here. 
Whoever and wherever you are on your life’s journey, we see 
God in you.  Come!  This is a place for everyone* who desires 
to hear and embrace the word of God.  Because God 
welcomes all, we, too, welcome everyone into the whole of 
our community.  We respect each individual’s identity and 
contributions.  We affirm and nurture the worth of every 
person’s journey. 
 
*”Everyone” and related pronouns = persons of every age, 
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
economic or family status, mental or physical abilities. 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE  “Adagio from Toccata 
Undecima” Georg Muffat 

 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

The nursery is available for infants through pre-K.  
Children in kindergarten and up are invited, during worship, to the Pray 

Ground 
 in the sanctuary and/or to use the activity bags available in the Narthex.  

We ask that parents sit in the area near the Pray Ground. 
 

If you are visiting for the first time, we encourage you to fill out the Visitor’s 
Card, located in the back of the pews, and place it in the offering plate.  

Your doing so will give us a way to reach out and begin to know you.  Also, 
prayer cards will be collected during the first hymn. 

 

MOMENT FOR MO RANCH MEN’S CONFERENCE 
 Joe and Thomas Czyz 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

INTROIT  “Let All the World in Every 
Corner Sing” 
    
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 



 

One: Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the 
bone? 

ALL: Have you ever felt grief lie heavy on your back? 
One: Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach? 
ALL: Have you ever wondered; can these bones live? 
One: If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is 

God’s house.  Hope lives here. 
ALL: So, come.  Rest your weary bones. 
One: Let us worship Holy God. 

 
*HYMN 32 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” ELLACOMBE  
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  

ALL: Jesus of Nazareth, I confess: I forget that you know this 
feeling.  I forget that you, too, have wept.  I forget that 
you, too, have lost.  I forget that you, too, have gathered 
at the tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the sting 
of humanity.  Forgive me for all the times I place blame 
on you.  Forgive me for all the times I create distance, 
imagining that you could never feel what I feel.  Forgive 
me for allowing the valley of dry bones to be a sea of 
space between us.  Pour yourself into the cracks in my 



 

heart.  Bring these bones back to life.  Bring me closer to 
you.  With gratitude I pray. 

   
  (silent prayer)  

 
KYRIE ELIESON 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*THE PEACE 
 
*GLORIA PATRI (Hymn #581) 

  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
   

ALL: We believe that God loves us—God loves us enough to 
weep when we are gone.  We believe that God does not 



 

give up on us—breathing new life into tired bones.  We 
believe that God returns to us—always seeking us when 
we are lost.    

 We believe that God holds hope for us—so we hold onto 
hope as well. 

 We believe; help our unbelief.  In Christ’s name we pray, 
amen. 

 
MOMENT WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

 
CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “Christ Hath a Garden” K. Lee Scott 
  Sanctuary Choir  



 

    
Christ hath a garden, walled around, a paradise of fruitful 
ground,  
Chosen by love and fenced by grace from out the world's 
wide wilderness.  
Like trees of spice his servants stand, there planted by his 
mighty hand,  
By Eden's gracious streams that flow to feed their beauty 
where they grow.  
Awake O wind of heav'n and bear their sweetest perfume 
through the air:   
Stir up O south the boughs that bloom, till the beloved 
Master come:  
That he may come and linger yet among the trees that he 
hath set;  
That he, that he may evermore be seen to walk amid the 
springing green.  

  -Robert Bridges, after Isaac 
Watts  

 
Copyright © 1990 Morning Star Music Publishers. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 

License #A-725163 

 
  



 

*DOXOLOGY 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all 
creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 
FIRST READING John 11:1-16 
 
SECOND READING John 11:17-45 
 
SERMON “Seeking: Can These Bones Live?”
 Rev. Ashley A. Hood 
 
 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE GOD 

*HYMN 795 “Healer of Our Every Ill” HEALER OF OUR 
EVERY ILL 
Copyright © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-

725163 



 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE “'Tis so sweet to Trust in Jesus” William J. 
Kirkpatrick 
   arr. Victor Labenske 
     

Arr ©️ 2000 by Pilot Music. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725163 

 
*Congregation rise in body or in spirit. 

 
  



 

Upcoming Worship and Events (for more information check 

FPCGV.org or the Narthex News) 

• April 1, Easter Egg Hunt, 9:00-11 am 
• April 2, Palm Sunday 
• April 6, Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm, Communion, Home 

Communion 
• April 7, Good Friday, 8:00 pm 
• April 8, Flowering the Cross, flowers may be placed on the 

cross after 3:00 pm 
• April 9, Easter, 8:30 am & 11:00 am, Communion,  

Brunch, 9:00 am (Fellowship Hall) 
• April 11, 6:30 pm, A Meal with Mission,  
• April 16, Youth Sunday, worship led by youth 
• April 23, Town Hall meeting after worship 

 
 

Artwork and Artist Statement “Unbind Him” by Hannah Garrity and 
Liturgy by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

EASTER LILIES SIGNUP! 
 

You can sign up in the Narthex or scan the QR code to 
purchase an Easter Lily in honor or in memory of 
someone. The last day to sign up is Sunday, 
April 2nd.  The cost is $10.    Please note in 



 

the memo section of your check that it is for Easter Lilies. Online 
you have several payment options. 
 
After the Easter Sunday worship service, you can take your Easter 
Lily home for yourself or to give to others. 
 

February 2023 Financial Update 
Family:  The Session wants to give you another update about our 
current finances. 

(Scan the QR code with the camera on your mobile device to 
view the report) 

As you will see, we have spent more than we received 
in January and February. 
 
It’s not too late to make a pledge for this year.  Large or small, 
your pledge will be appreciated.  If you haven't submitted your 
2023 pledge card, please do so.  Please be current on your 
pledging if you are able.  Remember that the Session will be 
making personnel decisions based on the first six months of 
income. 
 
As always, we are incredibly grateful for the community God has 
given us, and its resources.  We give thanks for what we have.  We 
look forward to exploring God's calling for the future of this 
Congregation. 



 

Tuesday Study Group (Tuesdays, 10:00 -11:15 am):  
“Our Missing Hearts” by Celeste Ng is an old story 
made new, of the ways supposedly civilized 
communities can ignore the most searing injustice.  
Adult Sunday School Class (Sundays, 9:15 am): 

"Seeking:  Honest Questions for Deeper Faith"   
Walk the Labyrinth:  Lent Prompts available for Adults 
and Children/Youth.  There’s even a Spotify playlist to 
use as you walk the labyrinth. Scan this QR code with 
the camera on your mobile device. 
Lent in a Bag for Families:  Activities to use at home as a family.  
Pick one up in the Narthex 
Devotional:  Our friends at A Sanctified Art have 
provided a special e-reader version of this year’s Lenten 
devotional, which you can access on your computer and 
mobile devices:  In order to protect their work, please refrain 
from sharing this link or posting it on social media. Scan this QR 
code with the camera on your mobile device. 

All materials copyrighted | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Volunteers Needed for Easter!   Team leaders for each 

job will be in contact with those who volunteer.  
 



 

Sign up by scanning the QR code using the camera on your mobile 
device or use the Signup Sheets on the table in the Narthex. 
 
Brunch Set-up:  Volunteers will likely come late morning on 
Saturday before Easter. 
Breakfast Casseroles:  Make a casserole that can be delivered 
ahead of time or on Easter. 
Campus Hospitality Team:  Volunteers will be trained and 
positioned to welcome visitors! 
Brunch Kitchen Help:  Volunteers will be able to leave in time to 
get to the 11a.m. worship service. 
Brunch Clean-Up:  Please plan to attend the 8:30 a.m. service. 
  



 

Staying Connected        

   

Facebook - facebook.com/fpcgv/  The Web - fpcgv.org  
Instagram - @FPCGV  Twitter - @FPCGV   
  

WIFI: FPCGV-GUEST    Password – godslove 
 

WAYS TO GIVE 
In Christ, God has showered us with 

grace upon grace.  In gratitude, we now 
give back to God through our tithes and 

offerings. Monetary offerings may be 
given electronically or in the offering 

plate.  To make a contribution 
electronically, please scan the QR Code 
below with the camera on your mobile 

device.    

 

ATTENDANCE 
We are changing the way we keep 

attendance.  You may now 1) “check-in” 
your entire household with the push of 
a button on your membership app; 2) 
sign the friendship pad in the pews; 3) 

scan the QR Code below (with the 
camera on your mobile device) which 

will take you to a simple form (this 
works well for first time visitors) 

 

 



 

FIND IN THIS WEEK’S NARTHEX NEWS 

(Newsletter) 

• February Financial Update 

• A Meal with Mission 4/11 at 6:30 pm 

• LGBTQIA+ & Allies 4/2 - Dallas Holocaust 

and Human Rights Museum Sign Up 

• Purchase an Easter Lily 

• Easter Volunteers Needed! 

• Easter Brunch is back, 4/9 at 9:00 am 

• Student Updates & Graduation Info Needed 

• Home Communion, 4/6-10 

• Easter Egg Hunt, 4/1, 9-11 am - Volunteers needed 

 

Links to these and more by scanning the QR code using the 

camera on your mobile device or by checking your email for 

“Narthex News” 

 

Scan QR code

 


