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“IN THE FIRST PLACE” 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

                        Mankato MN  56001    

(507) 387-6592 
www.mankatoucc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

 

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS: 
 

Worship 9:30 am     Children’s Faith-Learning Community 9:50 am 

Nursery available     Fellowship following Worship 
 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS &  

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

 September 3 Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
House Musicians: Centering Strings 
Guest Musicians: The Trio 
Exodus 3:1-15, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b or Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8; 
Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28 
 

 September 10 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Welcome! Welcome back! 

On this Rally Day, we’ll reconnect in worship, share Communion and bless our 
beginning again. 
Guest Musicians: Wamma Quartet 
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149 or Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 

 September 17 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In worship we’ll bless the journey of the Confirmands, and also the youth in Synergy! 
House Musicians: Choir  
Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11,20-21 or Genesis 50:15-21;  

Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 
 

 September 24 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8;  

Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 
 

The Centering Strings: 
The Centering Strings are getting together for rehearsals and will be participating 

in worship service this fall. We are inviting anyone interested in joining us to contact Diana. 
 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!  All are welcome to join in our choir! Please see the schedule 

of rehearsals and worship participation on the kiosk in the narthex and talk with our 
director Angie.  

 

http://www.mankatoucc.org/


VISIONING UPDATE! 
     Here’s a snapshot of this fall’s learning experiences and events that have come 
about through our visioning process: 

 
Details of these events will be posted on the kiosk in the narthex as they come 
closer… 
 
 

Some highlights for September: 

 
Pre-Pridefest Film, Thursday, Sept. 7 at 7pm, in our Fellowship Hall. 

This evening is open to all in our local community. Bring a friend… there will be plenty 

of popcorn! Join in a viewing of the documentary “For the Bible Tells Me So” by Daniel 
Karslake, and the discussion following. 
 

Pridefest! Saturday, September 9th 
Once again, this year as an Open and Affirming 

church we’ll be there! We’ll walk together and 
celebrate the wide embrace of God’s love, and let it be known that indeed, as our banner 

says, Jesus didn’t reject anyone and neither do we.  
 

The parade: We’ll gather in the parking lot of the library on Riverfront Dr. at 11am, and 

walk at 11:30am the several blocks to Riverfront Park. We’ll have new banners and signs to 
walk with and new UCC tee shirts, and this year is particularly special as the WOW ZONE – 

our own Pam, Pat, and Allison, will lead us on our way as Grand Marshals. 



The gathering: From 12-5pm, our church will have a “booth” which is actually a table and 
a couple of chairs and a canopy, and we’ll have a chance to introduce people to who we are 

as a faith community and what we do. We’ll have written materials to share and of course 
candy, and this year we’ll be holding a raffle of tee shirts!  

This is truly a family day of celebration and resources! 
 

The Familias Juntas: 

On Sunday, September 17th, beginning at 11am, we’ll share time and a meal with members 

of Familias Juntas, a faith based organization in Worthington, MN that was born out of a 

dream -- a dream that came true for the first time in 2013 when they sponsored a trip in which 

14 US citizen children, whose parents are undocumented, met their grandparents and relatives 

in Guatemala for the first time.  Last spring, we held a showing of the documentary film that 

came out of this experience. (continued) 

But Familias Juntas has continued well beyond this.  The organization is shaped around the 

understanding that, “service is always a response to the expressed need of those you serve, and 

the imperative of being in a relationship as equals”, and it works in conjunction with a number of 

other organizations in MN.  Essentially, it’s all about, as they say, “walking with our immigrant 

brothers and sisters on their journey”. 
 

When they join us on September 17th, several of the young people involved in their Dream 

Catcher summer program will share their stories of living as citizens with undocumented family 

members.  We’ll also hear the story of one of the fathers who, after 24 years of checking in 

with immigration control was told there is nothing more that could be done -- he’s to be 

deported at the end of September.  And we’ll celebrate together through music – some 

members of their band will join us. 
 

For more information on the Dream Catchers and Familias Juntas, please see the kiosk in 

the narthex! 

 

THE BIBLE AND THE OTHER 
On Sunday, September 24th, we’ll gather after worship in Fellowship Hall for “The 

Bible and The Other”. 

Blake will lead us in this study that looks at the biblical roots of our values and service 
as people of faith. 

 

ADULT STUDIES… 

Book Study 
This fall we’ll gather to sift through “Living the Questions: The Wisdom of Progressive 

Christianity” by Felton and Proctor-Murphy.   

We’ll meet for the first time on Sunday September 10th at 4pm, and together set our 

Sunday meeting times going forward.  As usual, we’ll be jumping around!  We’ll be reading 

sections that are most pertinent to us and explore scripture that is related to our discussion. 

Please sign up on the kiosk in the narthex, or let Pastor Dana know of your interest as soon 

as possible.  



Tutoring at the Mankato Islamic Center 
The “interfaith collaborative” is gearing up for this coming year’s activities, one of which is 

the after-school tutoring program at the Mankato Islamic Center downtown. If you are 

interested in joining as a volunteer tutor, to help the young people with their homework… 

wonderful! 

 This year we are more clear on the needs of these young people, and specifically we’re 

looking for those skilled in math and science who can come either on Mondays or Thursdays 

from 4-6pm. The children range from 2nd to 8th grade, and each comes with their school 

computer.  

We’ll begin on Monday, September 18th and end on Thursday, November 16th (and take off 

the week of October 19th and 23rd for MEA) Of course if you need to miss some of the time, 

that’s fine! 

 It’s an opportunity for us to teach and to learn! And if you know others, beyond our faith 

community who are interested, we are interested in having them! 

 Please talk to Pastor Dana as soon as possible if you are able to participate. 

 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION…  
 

CONFIRMATION: MEETS TWO WEDNESDAY EVENINGS EACH MONTH (usually the 2nd 
and the 4th). We’ll begin on September 13th. 

Our class will be made up of those who are in the 8th grade.  This will actually be the 
second year of getting together regularly for a number of youth who participated last year in 

THE GATHERING (which served as a kind of ‘pre-confirmation’ group for 7th graders where 
studies and fellowship blended together).  
Please note: This year, THE GATHERING will not be meeting. Instead, those who are new to 

our church in the 7th - 9th grade are welcome to join in Confirmation and we will learn 
together. 
 

SYNERGY: MEETS ONCE A MONTH (usually the 3rd) We’ll begin on September 20th. 
Synergy is for younger youth, those in 4th-6th grade, and serves as an active faith learning 

community.  Service in our neighborhood, experiences with inter-faith/inter-cultural 
communities, and a deepening understanding of our Christian teachings will be our focus. 
 

YOUTH GROUP: MEETS AS EVENTS EVOLVE (Our first brainstorming gathering will 
be Wednesday, Sept 27th at 6pm.) 
YOUTH GROUP is for those in 9th-12th grade and serves as a place for our young people 

to deepen their faith, grow in leadership skills, and make connections with our larger Body 
-- the MN Conference. 
 

YOUTH SINGERS!  Angie, our choir director, will be reaching out to youth, those in  
7th-12th grade, who would like to sing on a particular Sunday and in special services.   

 
Please let me know if you plan to join in! All are welcome!         
dana@mankatoucc.org  or text/call: 917-202-3738  

 
 

 

mailto:dana@mankatoucc.org


AND LOOKING FORWARD… 
 

MN CONFERENCE YOUTH EVENTS AT PILGRIM POINT 

 FALL MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENT: OCTOBER 6-8, 2017 

The theme is: Harvest of Gratitude 
 

 FALL HIGH SCHOOL EVENT: OCTOBER 20-22 

The theme is: The Great Cloud of Witnesses 

 

CHILDREN’S COMMUNION CLASS  
Saturday October 14th at 4pm  

A gathering for those in 3rd grade to learn about Communion: where it comes from, why 
we share in it, and how we do this in our church.    
 

We’ll read stories in the bible and explore symbols and questions that emerge, and prepare 
the elements in our kitchen. 
 

Parents, please join us for the last 15 minutes as we will celebrate this holy meal together.         
 

If you would like your child/children to join in, please contact Pastor Dana.  

 

CHILDREN’S FAITH-LEARNING COMMUNITY 
…a re-vision of Sunday School! 

 
ALL CHILDREN AGE 3-6TH GRADE ARE WELCOME! 
     This year’s Sunday program for children will involve learning through children’s 

literature, bible stories, and thematic activities, and will focus on helping the older children 
develop leadership skills. 
 

Service to the Church - Acolytes 
 The children from the Children’s Faith-Learning Community enjoy helping during 
worship.  Families are signing up as Acolytes and helping prepare the congregation for 

worship by lighting the candles. If you would like a turn to help, please sign up on the 
Acolyte list found on the kiosk or text/call Pat with a date that works for your family.  
Thank you. 

 

MISSION MINISTRY 
CUE Continued Support: 
 Thank-you for your gifts to Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries. These seminaries 
provide an important ministry in the UCC churches by preparing leaders for ministry in 
congregations and community settings, locally and across the globe.  

 Thank-you for investing in the leadership of the UCC. 
 

Neighbors in Need: 
 The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on October 1, is a special 
mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of Justice and Compassion 
throughout the United States. One third of NIN funds support the Council for American 

Indian Ministry (CAIM). The remaining funds are used by UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM). You will receive a letter in the mail explaining how your dollars are used 
in this important mission. 



Salvation Army Noon Meal: 
 Our next opportunity to serve our community by volunteering to make and serve food 
for the noon meal at the Salvation Army. Please sign-up for the October 29th event. 

Information and sign-up are on the kiosk in the church narthex.  
  

 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

The Men’s Group: Saturday, September 9, 8:00 am at the WOW! Zone 

The Women’s Group: Saturday, September 9, 9:00 am at the WOW! Zone   

“Dinner Out Gathering: 
On September 16th at 5:30pm, location TBA.  There will be a sign up on the 

Deacon’s Board out in the Narthex.  Also, if you are interested in hosting one of the 
monthly dinner out events this year see the Deacon’s Board out in the Narthex for more 
information. Thanks! 

 
 

HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Blood Pressure Check: 
  Blood pressure check will be on Sunday, September 3rd. The Parish Nurse 
will be in the Church Library after worship service. 
 

Assistance Available: 
  There are crutches, a walker and a wheel chair available for loan if someone has a 

need.   

 

Back to School – A Backpack of Mixed Emotions 

Back-to-school is an exciting but stressful time for both parents and children.  

Parents may be worried due to their child starting a new school or changing 

schools, financial stressors such as paying for tuition or back-to-school supplies, 

or facing difficult social situations. During this time, children also experience stress. This stress can be helpful 

to children but too much can be harmful.  It is important for parents to help children manage this stress and to 

watch for any negative changes in their child’s behavior.  Some of these changes may be in your child 

becoming more irritable and moody, acting out in unusual ways and settings, withdrawing from activities that 

they used to enjoy, crying, sleeping too much or too little, eating too much or too little, and being clingy to a 

parent or teacher.  Additionally, parents should remember that stress can appear through physical symptoms 

their child may be experiencing and that children often express their feelings and emotions through words by 

saying negative things about themselves.  Parents who stay attentive to what their child is saying or displaying 

will have a positive impact on their child’s new school year experience.  

 Parents can help teach their child how to manage going back-to-school stressors by helping to eliminate 

the unknown. This can be done by visiting the child’s new school ahead of time.  Parents can help their child 

stay organized by setting aside a quiet, well-lit and clutter free study space in the home.  Parents should 

continuously attempt to talk to their children, even when their child resists.  This can be done in the car on the 

ride to school, dinner time, or just before going to bed.  Parents can help their child by staying involved with the 

school and getting the appropriate help for their child when needed.  If the child is struggling with school work 

at home, communicate with your child’s teacher or administration about your concerns.  



Establishing routines can also help children manage time.  A morning routine can help ensure your child’s day 

is off to a good start. Lastly, parents should not be afraid to un-schedule their child’s extracurricular activities.  

Try to keep one weekday after school a “free day” to provide some downtime for your child. This gives them 

time to reset themselves by relaxing and having some unscheduled time outdoors or at home.   

If parents or their child are struggling, parents should not hesitate to utilize the vast support system they 

have in their church family, community support resources, family and friends. Back-to-school is a busy but fun 

and exciting time for everyone.  Remaining calm and confident as parents can only help our favorite student(s) 

achieve the success that every child deserves.  
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ALL IN THE CHURCH FAMILY: 
Prayer Requests: 
 We lift up to God’s healing presence all those struggling in body, mind and 
spirit and pray for all caregivers and all those serving to bring peace and justice to 

our community, our nation and our world. 
 

PASTORAL CONTACT:                                                     
Pastor Dana Mann can be reached at: dana@mankatoucc.org  
(507) 387-6592 ext.1 or her cell: 1-917-202-3738 

 

FROM THE OFFICE COORDINATOR:          
Church Office Hours: Monday 10:30 am - noon & 1-3 pm  

                                  Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - noon & 1-3 pm 

                                  Friday 9:00 am – noon 
 

Labor Day - Monday, September 4th, the Church Office will be closed! 
 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
150 Stadium Court, Mankato, Minnesota 56001 
Phone: 507/387-6592   E-mail katoucc@mankatoucc.org   
Web Page www.mankatoucc.org 
Pastor: Rev. Dana J Mann dana@mankatoucc.org 
Moderator: Silas D 
Choir Director: Angie B 
Organist: Diana S 
Director of Christian Education:  Pat T  
Parish Nurse: Rochelle M  
Office Coordinator:  Diane katoucc@mankatoucc.org 
Financial Secretary:  Donna S    
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