
JANUARY 2018 

“IN THE FIRST PLACE” 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

Mankato MN  56001 

(507) 387-6592 
www.mankatoucc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday, January 28th, immediately following our worship service.  

  

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS: 
 

Worship 9:30 am     Children’s Faith-Learning Community 9:50 am 
Nursery available     Fellowship following Worship 
 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS & COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS 

 January 7 Baptism of Christ 

Communion 
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

 January 14 Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Musicians: Choir  

1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20;  
John 1:43-51 

 January 21 Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Musicians: Choir 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

 January 28 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Musicians: Choir 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 
 

Gospel Night! Friday Evening, January 26th 
Yea, baby it’s cold outside, but on Friday evening, January 26th, we’ll warm up with a trio of 
musicians – we’ll listen, sing and munch on goodies! Details to follow… 
 

The Centering Strings: 
The Centering Strings are getting together for rehearsals and will be participating in 

worship service this winter and spring. We are inviting anyone interested in joining us to 
contact Diana. 

 

Make A Joyful Noise!   
All are welcome to join in our choir! Please see the schedule of rehearsals and 

worship participation on the kiosk in the narthex and talk with our director Angie. 

 
 

http://www.mankatoucc.org/


A Call To Those Interested in Photography, Film Making,  
or Social Media! 
Experienced or just wanting to learn, we want your help… 

One of the themes that the Board of Deacons has wrestled with over the last several 

months is how we can best capture our identity as a congregational and engage with an 
ever changing community. To that end, we hope to maintain a visual record of the life of the 
church, that we can use not only as a witness of where we’ve been, but also as a tool for 

sharing who we are. We have been looking into purchasing a video camera that we can use 
to record our activity with the community, whether that be services, such as Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day or Thanksgiving, special music performances, or events like Pridefest. We 
want to document and share our vibrant ministry, but first, we need people like you to help 
us do it. 

 We need a team of people with a passion for sharing who we are with the world, and 
an interest in social media, or film making, or photography. Young or old, experienced or 
just wanting to learn, we want your help. This project is more than any one person can 

handle alone, but with a group of passionate individuals behind it, we can aspire to 
document out past, our present, and our future. The time commitment would be minimal, 

but the possibilities are endless. If you would be interested in getting involved, or learning 
more, please contact Pastor Dana, Steve S. or Noah M. We look forward to seeing where 
you’ll take us. 

 

  

Library Update 
As part of the ongoing work inspired by our visioning process, a small group of 

volunteers has begun reorganizing and expanding the church library. We want the library 
to be a rich resource for our congregation that reflects our values as progressive Christians. 
Eventually, all of the boards, teams, and committees will have an opportunity to 

recommend new books and materials to support our initiatives and ministries. 
As the first step of this process, we are removing books that are outdated or less 

relevant to our current needs. From January 7-21, these books will be available for anyone 
in the congregation to claim. Books that are unclaimed after that time will be donated or 
recycled as appropriate. 

Stay tuned for further announcements about the library. Please contact Blake C. or 
Dan P. if you have questions. 

 

 
 

 

TUTORING at the Mankato Islamic Center 
Calling all tutors and new volunteers! 
 

On Sunday January 7th after worship (10:45) we’ll gather in Fellowship Hall, coffee and 
donut in hand, to reflect on this past fall’s experience, and talk about our next series of 

tutoring with the young people at the Mankato Islamic Center. 
Lul and Faduma, the two organizing mothers, will join us. 
 

The plan is to begin again on Thursday January 11th and go through March 1st 
(eight weeks) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 4-6pm 

Tutors choose one of the days that works best for them.  
 



Basically, there are some young people that we work with who have lived in Mankato for 
much of their lives, and others who have just arrived from Somalia and other war-torn 

countries. For some, language is the first challenge. They are all in school, the older 
students come with their computers from school, and there are three learning groups: 

▪ younger children (k-1) who are working on reading and basic arithmetic; 
▪ 3rd-5th graders who are, as you can imagine, all over! Math, science, social     
    studies; 

▪ 6th-9th graders are focused on math and science 
The plan is to have two tutors for each learning group -- tutors will keep the same group 
so relationships can build! 
 

As those who have been tutoring have expressed, this project is gift giving all around. It is 
definitely a cross cultural experience!  The hope this coming year is to also work with 

mothers of these young people... 
 

Please connect with Pastor Dana for more information.  
 

  

 
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION…  
 

CONFIRMATION WINTER/SPRING 2018 
 

6-7 pm unless otherwise stated 
 

▪ Wednesdays: January 10th 

                     January 24th
 

 

▪ Wednesdays: February 14th (7pm Ash Wednesday Worship) 
                      February 28th

 

 

▪ Wednesdays: March 14th (6 pm the Deacons will join us for Pizza) 
                      March 28th

 

 

▪ Wednesday: April 11th   

 
 
Friday Evening March 23, 4:30-7pm 

We’ll gather to write CREDO and have supper together 

 

Thursday March 29th (7pm Confirmands will help lead Maundy Thursday Worship) 
 
 

Sunday April 15th is worship (9:30am) 
CREDO reading and The Rite of Confirmation 

 

Confirmands are also asked to attend one Church Council Meeting to see how our 
church works. 
Please choose one: 

Thursdays, 6-7pm  
January 25th, February 22nd or March 22nd 

 

 
 

 



SYNERGY YOUTH WINTER/SPRING 2018 
6-7:15 pm, Wednesdays 

 

▪ January 17th 
▪ February 21st (Pizza with the Ministry Team leaders) 

▪ March 21st 
▪ April 18th 

▪ May 16th 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship, February 14th, 7pm 

Maundy Thursday Worship, March 29th, 7pm 
 

We’ll be talking about some outings for the spring when we gather in January. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S FAITH-LEARNING COMMUNITY 
…a re-vision of Sunday School! 
 

ALL CHILDREN AGE 3-6TH GRADE ARE WELCOME! 
This year’s Sunday program for children will involve learning through children’s  
literature, bible stories, and thematic activities, and will focus on helping the older 

children develop leadership skills. 
 

Service to the Church - Acolytes 
 The children from the Children’s Faith-Learning Community enjoy helping during 

worship.  Families are signing up as Acolytes and helping prepare the congregation for 
worship by lighting the candles. If you would like a turn to help, please sign up on the 

Acolyte list found on the kiosk or text/call Pat T. with a date that works for your family.  
Thank you. 

 
 
ADULT STUDIES 
Book/Bible Study Continues! 
Sundays, 3:30-5 pm 

January 14th, 21st, 28th 
February 11th, 18th, 25th 
 

We’ll gather to continue reading, and questioning! 
Living The Questions: The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity 

(Felton and Procter – Murphy). 
 

Each chapter can stand alone, so come as you can. 

Please let Pastor Dana know if you would like a book ordered. 

 
MISSION MINISTRY 

In January our Mission focus is on Justice and Witness Ministries of the UCC 

seeking a just, compassionate and peaceful world that honors all of God’s creation. 
The JWM invites members to support the “Peace Fund” through its annual campaign. 

These funds support state and local justice events and education. The offering for this 

mission will be received on January 21st. 



Pedal Past Poverty is gearing up again to support Partners For Affordable Housing, 

which helps with those experiencing a housing crisis. Stay tuned! 

 
Salvation Army Noon Meal 

On December 10, First Church served 100 lucky folks at the Salvation Army a 

delicious meal.  The meal consisted of Pasta Hotdishes, Beef and Potato hotdish, egg bake, 
oriental salad, potato salad, fruit jello, corn, beans, bread, cookies, milk, and coffee.   

Thank you to all who have participated in this noon meal over the years.  We are 

taking a break next year and are looking into other opportunities to serve in our 
community. As always, we are proud of our congregation’s involvement in our community.   
  

Lynn R., Hunger Task Force 
 

 
Notes of Thanks! 
 Thanks to Lynn R. for her years of organizing the Salvation Army Noon Meals. Her 

upbeat and positive style made it a fun chore. Thanks also to Tom R. for your support and 
thousands of dishes washed. All the food donations and kitchen help from our congregation 
made this a successful event for all the Salvation Army attendees. 

*** 
 Thank you to the Salvation Army Bell Ringers.  

*** 
 The Mission Ministry Team would like to thank Char L. for her 6 years on the team 

and her willingness to do whatever was needed. She will be missed!! 

*** 
 Thanks to all who furnished and purchased food and craft items Sunday, December 

10th, at our annual Bake & Craft Sale. The funds will be used toward the Guatemala 
Mission Trip this year.  

*** 
 Christmas Fund: The offering received will benefit our active, retired clergy and lay 

employees throughout our UCC denomination with their needs. Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

The Men’s Group: Saturday, January 13th, 8:00 am at the WOW! Zone 

The Women’s Group: Saturday, January 13th, 9:00 am at the WOW! Zone   

 

HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Blood Pressure Check:  
  Blood pressure check will be on Sunday, January 7th. The Parish Nurse will be in 

the church Library after worship service. 
 

Assistance Available: 
  There are crutches, a walker and a wheel chair available for loan if someone has a 
need.   



ALL IN THE CHURCH FAMILY: 
Prayer Requests: 
 We lift up to God’s healing presence all those struggling in body, mind and 

spirit and pray for all caregivers and all those serving to bring peace and justice to 
our community, our nation and our world. 

 

 

 

 
 
PASTORAL CONTACT:                                                     
Pastor Dana Mann can be reached at: dana@mankatoucc.org  

(507) 387-6592 ext.1 or her cell: 1-917-202-3738 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE COORDINATOR:          
Church Office Hours: Monday 10:30 am - noon & 1-3 pm  
                                  Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - noon & 1-3 pm 

                                  Friday 9:00 am – noon 
 

New Year’ Day  
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
150 Stadium Court, Mankato, Minnesota 56001 
Phone: 507/387-6592   E-mail katoucc@mankatoucc.org   
Web Page www.mankatoucc.org 
Pastor: Rev. Dana J Mann dana@mankatoucc.org 
Moderator: Silas D. 
Choir Director: Angie B-H 
Organist: Diana S. 
Director of Christian Education:  Pat T. 
Parish Nurse: Rochelle M. 
Office Coordinator:  Diane B. katoucc@mankatoucc.org 
Financial Secretary:  Donna S.  
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