
 AUGUST 2017 

“IN THE FIRST PLACE” 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

                        Mankato MN  56001    

(507) 387-6592 
www.mankatoucc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

 

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS: 
Worship 9:30 am     Sunday School 10:00 am 

Nursery available     Fellowship following Worship 

 

 

AUGUST CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Church Council will be gathering for an extended meeting on Thursday, August 17th at 
5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. (will conclude between 7-7:30 pm) 

We will be filling in the calendar with this church season's doings.  
 

Board Chairs, as we talked about in June's visioning meetings, please ask one or two team 

members to join in this planning session.  
 

We will share a meal together. Please R.S.V.P. to the Church Office by Tuesday, August 15 

as to how many from your team will be joining in. 
 

Questions? Please contact Pastor Dana. 

Thank you. 
 

 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS &  

LECTIONARY READINGS 

• August 20 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
On Sunday morning, we’ll worship together in our backyard. What better way to 

celebrate and give thanks to God for these late summer days! For those who are more 
comfortable in doors, an area of Fellowship Hall will be arranged. 

Guest Musicians: Sarah Houle Brass Quartet 
Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133 or Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; 

Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 

• August 27 Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124 or Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8;  

Matthew 16:13-20 

 
The Centering Strings Starting Again… 

The Centering Strings are getting together for rehearsals and will be participating 

in worship service early September. We are inviting anyone interested in joining us to 
contact Diana. 

Rehearsal Schedule: Sundays, August 13, 20 and 27 at 11am in the Sanctuary. 

http://www.mankatoucc.org/


SOUND CREW If you would like to be part of a crew of folks who help with sound in 

worship on Sundays and special occasions, please speak to Silas Danielson or Pastor Dana. 
It’s simple! No expertise required! We’ll have a brief training, and you’ll be “on” for Sunday 
worship no more than once every two months or so. 4-6 volunteers are still needed. 
 

ADULT STUDIES… 
BOOK STUDY 

This fall we’ll gather to sift through “Living the Questions: The Wisdom of Progressive 

Christianity” by Felton and Proctor-Murphy.   

We’ll meet for the first time on Sunday September 10th at 2pm, and together set our 

Sunday meeting times going forward.  As usual, we’ll be jumping around!  We’ll be reading 

sections that are most pertinent to us and explore scripture that is related to our discussion. 

Readings for our first gathering will be sent out in the September newsletter. 

Please sign up on the kiosk in the narthex, or let Pastor Dana know of your interest as soon 

as possible.  

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION…  
As these summer months roll on, plans are already in the works for this fall!   
 

As you see, there are FOUR opportunities (details and registration info will be coming soon 
in a letter) 
 

CONFIRMATION: MEETS TWO WEDNESDAY EVENINGS EACH MONTH (usually the 2nd 
and the 4th). We’ll begin on September 13th. 
Our class will be made up of those who are in the 8th grade.  This will actually be the 

second year of getting together regularly for a number of youth who participated last year in 
THE GATHERING (which served as a kind of ‘pre-confirmation’ group for 7th graders where 

studies and fellowship blended together).  
Please note: This year, THE GATHERING will not be meeting. Instead, those who are new to 
our church in the 7th - 9th grade are welcome to join in Confirmation and we will learn 

together. 
 

SYNERGY: MEETS ONCE A MONTH (usually the 3rd) We’ll begin on September 13th. 

Synergy is for younger youth, those in 4th-6th grade, and serves as an active faith learning 
community.  Service in our neighborhood, experiences with inter-faith/inter-cultural 

communities, and a deepening understanding of our Christian teachings will be our focus. 
 

YOUTH GROUP: MEETS AS EVENTS EVOLVE (Our first brainstorming gathering will 

be Wednesday, Sept 27th at 6pm.) 
YOUTH GROUP is for those in 9th-12th grade and serves as a place for our young people 
to deepen their faith, grow in leadership skills, and make connections with our larger Body 

-- the MN Conference. 
 

YOUTH SINGERS!  Angie, our choir director, will be reaching out to youth, those in  

7th-12th grade, who would like to sing on a particular Sunday and in special services.   
 
Please let me know if you plan to join in! All are welcome!         

dana@mankatoucc.org  or text/call: 917-202-3738  

mailto:dana@mankatoucc.org


CHILDREN’S COMMUNION CLASS  
A gathering for those in 3rd grade to learn about Communion: where it comes from, why 
we share in it, and how we do this in our church.    
 

We’ll read stories in the bible and explore symbols and questions that emerge, and prepare 

the elements in our kitchen. 
 

Parents, please join us for the last 15 minutes as we will celebrate this holy meal together. 
 

There are a few dates set aside as possibilities, and times are somewhat flexible as 

need be: Saturday September 23rd, 9:30am or 4pm 
              Monday September 25th at 5:30pm 
              Saturday October 14th, 9:30am or 4pm 
 

If you would like your child/children to join in, please let Pastor Dana know by 
September 1st which might work best, and we will choose the one that is good for all! 

 

Summer Sunday School Schedule for August  
August 20 – Sunday School Theme: Taking Care of the Environment 
August 27 – No Sunday School **Children are encouraged to attend worship with family 
 

Service to the Church - Acolytes 
 The children from Sunday School enjoy helping during worship.  Families are signing 
up as Acolytes and helping prepare the congregation for worship by lighting the candles. If 

you would like a turn to help, please sign up on the Acolyte list found on the kiosk or 
text/call Pat with a date that works for your family.  Thank you. 

 
MISSION MINISTRY 
 

SAVE THE DATE!   
On Sunday, September 17th, beginning at 11am in our Fellowship Hall, we’ll 

share time and a meal with members of Familias Juntas, a faith based organization in 

Worthington, MN that was born out of a dream -- a dream that came true for the first time 
in 2013 when they sponsored a trip in which 14 US citizen children, whose parents are 

undocumented, met their grandparents and relatives in Guatemala for the first time.  Last 
spring, we held a showing of the documentary film that came out of this experience. 
But Familias Juntas has continued well beyond this.  The organization is shaped around 

the understanding that, “service is always a response to the expressed need of those you 
serve, and the imperative of being in a relationship as equals”, and it works in conjunction 

with several other organizations in MN.  Essentially, it’s all about, as they say, “walking 
with our immigrant brothers and sisters on their journey”. 

When they join us on September 17th, several of the young people involved in their 
Dream Catcher summer program will share their stories of living as citizens with 

undocumented family members.  We’ll also hear the story of one of the fathers who, after 
24 years of checking in with immigration control, was told there is nothing more that could 
be done -- he’s to be deported at the end of September.  And we’ll celebrate together 

through music—some members of their band will join us. 
Things are still in the work... but for now SAVE THE DATE! 
 

For more information on the Dream Catchers and Familias Juntas, please see the 
kiosk in the narthex! 
 



Mankato Pride Week!          

Pre-Pridefest Film in our Fellowship Hall Thursday, September 7th, 7pm 
 

This evening is open to all in our local community.  Bring a friend... 
there will be plenty of popcorn! 
 

Join in a viewing of the documentary “For the Bible Tells Me So” by Daniel Karslake.  It’s an 

award-winning film that’s based on deeply personal stories and interviews of religious leaders.  

We meet five Christian families, each with a gay or lesbian child.  Parents talk about their 

marriages and church-going, their children’s childhood and coming out. 
 

Here’s a blurb about it: 

Delving into values of the religious right, "For the Bible Tells Me So" focuses on how 

conservative Christians' interpretation of the Bible is commonly used as a way to deny 

homosexuals equal rights.  Director Daniel G. Karslake offers a firsthand look at how families in 

the Christian community with an out child are affected by the homophobic fervor.  
 

Pridefest! Saturday, September 9th
 

 

Once again, this year as an Open and Affirming church we’ll be there!  We’ll walk together and 

celebrate the wide embrace of God’s love, and let it be known that indeed, as our banner says, 

Jesus didn’t reject anyone and neither do we. 
 

The parade: We’ll gather in the parking lot of the library on Riverfront Dr. at 11am, and walk at 

11:30 the several blocks to Riverfront Park.  We’ll have new banners and signs to walk with and 

new UCC tee shirts, and this year is particularly special as the WOW ZONE -- our own Pam, Pat, 

and Allison, will lead us on our way as Grand Marshals.   
 

The gathering: From 12-5pm, our church will have a ‘booth’ which is actually a table and a couple 

of chairs and a canopy, and we’ll have a chance to introduce people to who we are as a faith 

community and what we do. We’ll have written materials to share and of course candy, and this 

year we’ll be holding a raffle of tee shirts!  This is truly a family day of celebration and 

resources! 
 

Ways to participate:   
 

Come walk!  And if you want to join, but cannot manage the walk, please let Pastor Dana know 

and we’ll make arrangements.   
 

Be at the table!  We are looking for two people each hour (from 12-5pm) to sit and greet and 

talk to pride goers who stop by.  This year, we’ll have a ‘mini class’ to offer suggestions about 

what to share.  So yes, you can!  

We also need two people to help set up the table (at 10am) and two people to tear down (at 

5pm). 

 

Help with preparations!  On Wednesday, August 30th at 6pm we’ll be making signs and banners.  
Come join us!  Artistic ability is not necessary, just spirit!  
 

Please see the sign ups on the board in the narthex. 



CADA Shoe Project: 
Cooler weather will soon be here.  So, it’s time to flip off those flip flops and give bare 

feet the boot!  On August 20th and 27th First Congregational UCC will be receiving 

offering to purchase shoes for the kids at CADA House.  Write your checks to First 
Cong. UCC, with CADA shoes in the memo line.  Gift cards will then be purchased with the 
money received and given to the moms at CADA.  Thanks for your generous support! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

The Men’s Group: Saturday, September 9, 8:00 am at the WOW! Zone 

The Women’s Group: Saturday, September 9, 9:00 am at the WOW! Zone   

 

HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Blood Pressure Check: 
  Blood pressure check will be on Sunday, September 3rd. The Parish Nurse 

will be in the Church Library after worship service. 
 

Assistance Available: 
  There are crutches, a walker and a wheel chair available for loan if someone has a 
need.  
 

ALL IN THE CHURCH FAMILY: 
Prayer Requests: 
 We lift up to God’s healing presence all those struggling in body, mind and 

spirit and pray for all caregivers and all those serving to bring peace and justice to 
our community, our nation and our world. 

  
 

PASTORAL CONTACT:                                                     
Pastor Dana Mann can be reached at: dana@mankatoucc.org  
(507) 387-6592 ext.1 or her cell: 1-917-202-3738 

 

FROM THE OFFICE COORDINATOR:          
Church Office Hours: Monday 10:30 am - noon & 1-3 pm  

                                  Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - noon & 1-3 pm 
                                  Friday 9:00 am – noon 

 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
150 Stadium Court, Mankato, Minnesota 56001 
Phone: 507/387-6592   E-mail katoucc@mankatoucc.org   
Web Page www.mankatoucc.org 
Pastor: Rev. Dana J Mann dana@mankatoucc.org 
Moderator: Silas Danielson sdanielson@bgklaw.com 
Choir Director: Angie B 
Organist: Diana S 
Director of Christian Education:  Pat T  
Parish Nurse: Rochelle M  
Office Coordinator:  Diane B 
Financial Secretary:  Donna S  
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