
APRIL 2017 

“IN THE FIRST PLACE” 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
An Inclusive, Open & Affirming Congregation 

Mankato MN  56001   (507) 387-6592 

www.mankatoucc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

 
 

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS: 
 

Worship 9:30 am     Sunday School 10:00 am 
Nursery available     Fellowship following Worship 

 

 
WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS &  

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 
 

April 9th, Palm/Passion Sunday 

After worship a labyrinth will be spread out in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to do this 
prayerful walk at any time the church is open. 
 
April 13th: Maundy Thursday, 7pm 
   Service of Communion and Tenebrae 

This evening we’ll share communion and remember together Jesus’ commandment to love one 
another. Following this, we will read contemporary writings and gospel words about Jesus’ 
last days, and experience the darkness that falls in and around us as he nears death. 
It’s a solemn evening in which music and candlelight play a meaningful role. 
 
April 14th: Good Friday, 12-3pm 

Our sanctuary is open as a quiet place for personal prayer on this day when the world is    
dark. With the psalmist we each ask in our own way, from where will my help come? 
 
April 14th: Good Friday, 6pm The Labyrinth, an informal gathering 

We’ll do this walking meditation, pause at prayer “stations”, break the bread of communion, 

share a few words of hope, and wait together for the light. 
 
April 16th: Easter Day Alleluia! 
  9:30am Worship 
  8:30am All Church Breakfast and Children’s Activities 

  10:30am Fellowship and Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 

 April 2 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Communion 
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

http://www.mankatoucc.org/


 

 April 9 Sixth Sunday in Lent 
Musicians: Choir 
Matthew 21:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16;  
Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54  
 

 April 16 Easter 

Musicians: Choir 
Guest Musicians: Mark W. “Strings” 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4 or  
Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 
 

 April 23 Second Sunday of Easter 

     A New Version of HYMN SING! Our worship will be filled with favorite hymns that 

you, the people, choose! 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

 

 April 30 Third Sunday of Easter 

     Rite of Confirmation: Come listen and celebrate with seven young people as they 
each share their CREDO, their statement about where they are now on their spiritual 
journey! 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35 

 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION…  
 

CONFIRMATION (8th grade): Wednesdays 

April 5th 7:15-8:15pm 

April 19th 6:45-8:15pm (Please note: This Wednesday we’ll begin early to share pizza with the 

Deacons and Gathering Youth, and then head into the sanctuary to rehearse for Confirmation 

Sunday) 

 

CREDO WRITING: Friday April 7th: 5-7:30pm 

We’ll eat together and write a solid final draft in preparation for Confirmation Sunday. 

 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY APRIL 30TH, 9:30AM WORSHIP 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING (7th grade): 6-7:15pm, Wednesday 

April 19th Please note we will be joined by the Deacons to share pizza and thoughts about the 

faith journey. 

 

 

 



 

 PILGRIM POINT YOUTH CAMP (Youth 6th to 12th grade) 

               Sunday July 23rd-Friday July 28th 

 

Registration is open: 

go to uccmn.org 

on the top bar click on Pilgrim Point 

then click on Conference Camps and retreats 

and scroll ALL the way down until you see youth camp… 

and follow to registration from there. 
 

Please DO NOT pay anything! We will send one big check from church… 

 

The cost in total is $325 until May 1st (after that it goes up to $370) 

For each youth who is active in our church, the church will cover $125. 

(As we get closer, please make your $200 check out to our church and drop it by with your 

paperwork…) 

Please let Pastor Dana know when you register! 

As always, if finances are difficult please speak to Pastor in confidence by May 1st. We’ll make it 

work for all young people in our church to share in the fun! 
 

 

 

We are having a fundraiser for Youth camp on April 29 & 30  
Full Circle will be bringing compost for us to buy at $3.50 for a 20lb. bag. The 

compost is safe for vegetable gardens and tested for contaminants every 6 months.  
Please place your order on the mission board order sheet by the Fellowship Hall 

entrance. If you would like to volunteer to fill bags on Saturday April 29 at 10am or 
volunteer distributing them after worship on April 30th, please sign up on the same 
mission board. You can buy the compost already bagged or bring your own container to fill. 

Please specify which on the sign-up sheet. 
 

Why use compost? There are many amazing qualities to compost. It's easy to do, it saves 
you money and it is so good for the environment. Here are some of the benefits: 

1. It makes your plants grow bigger and stronger. 

2. It absorbs more water than soil (up to 200 times its weight so plants withstand    
    downpours and droughts better. 

3. It keeps your topsoil from eroding so the soil absorbs the water and stays in place  
    rather than running into lake and streams, contaminating the water.  
4. It solves the pressing problem of our time - eroded cropland. During the last 40  

    years, nearly 1/3 of our cropland has been abandoned due to soil erosion and  
    degradation (2 billion tons of top soil a year). Replacing the topsoil with 1/2 inch of  
    compost would bring back the fertility for crop growth. 

5. It removes carbon dioxide from the air and stores it in large quantities in the soil.  
    That aspect of compost makes it a strong climate change mitigator. A Marin  

    County compost project started in 2008 has pulled a metric ton of carbon a year  
    out of the air. Spreading compost on 23 million acres of rangeland every 30 years  
    could offset all carbon emissions from all commercial and residential use. 



6. Compost lessens the need for pesticides and herbicides so the water and air are  
    cleaner (no more nitrates and phosphate problems in our water). Because the soil  

    and plants are healthier if not sprayed, they are more resistant to harmful insects.  
    The bigger stronger plants don't allow the weeds a chance to grow. 

7. Compost is used as an effective decontaminate for soil polluted by oil, gas, heavy  
    metals, wood preservatives etc. Specially designed compost breaks down different  
    contaminates and turns them into harmless material. 

8. Composting keeps food out of the landfill where it produces very harmful methane  
    as it breaks down anaerobically (in the absence of oxygen). In natural decomposing  
    process, the compost breaks down in the presence of oxygen so it doesn't produce  

    methane. Methane is a powerful climate change agent (25 times more potent than  
    carbon dioxide in its global warming strength). 

9. Land is valuable. We shouldn't be wasting it by filling it up with compostable food  
    scraps.   
10. Separating out compostable items from the trash saves you money in your trash  

    bill. After all, the food scraps are the heaviest part of your trash. 
 

Composting is one easy act you can do to protect the planet. What you take from the 
ground, you put back into the ground to grow more plants. It completes the circle. 
 

 

Sunday School Schedule – April 
April 2 – Communion Sunday **Children attend worship with family 
April 9 – Palm Sunday (Sunday School)  

April 16 – Easter Sunday **Children will attend Easter worship and activities with family 
April 23 – Sunday School 

April 30 – Sunday School 
  

 
Service to the Church - Acolytes 
 The children from Sunday School enjoy helping during worship.  Families are signing 

up as Acolytes and helping prepare the congregation for worship by lighting the candles. If 
you would like a turn to help, please sign up on the Acolyte list found on the kiosk or 
text/call Pat with a date that works for your family.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

MISSION MINISTRY 
Pedal Past Poverty Team – WELL DONE!! 
 1st Congregational UCC supported our Pedal Past Poverty team by donating $1,680 

to Partners for Affordable Housing, which helps with those experiencing a housing crisis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Church’s Wider Mission – OCWM: 
This is the second in a series of mission moments about Our Church’s Wider Mission  

 

OCWM provides mission opportunities for young adults.  For example, a young adult 
volunteer is paired with an overseas Global Ministries Partner.  One such pairing is Nicole 
Betteridge, who worked in Thailand teaching English to children and adults.  She had done 

mission work in the U.S., but wanted to expand her experiences and understanding of 
Christianity in other parts of the world.  Nicole found the Thai approach to Christianity to 
be very different and at first difficult to accept.  But as time passed, she came to realize how 

Thai culture and context shaped the religious traditions and developed an understanding 
and appreciation for Thai Christianity, reinforcing the UCC principle of meeting and 

accepting people as they journey in faith. 
 

Interesting note: Nicole is from Decorah, IA.  As I was researching her experience, I 

found that her mother’s sister was my very good friend growing up in Wausau, Wisconsin 
and I spent lots of time at their home! 
 

Jan S, Mission Ministries Team 

 
Strengthen the Church 
 On Sunday, May 7th, we will be receiving the “Strengthen the Church” special mission 
offering. 
 

This builds our future by: 

 Funding new churches and invigorating existing congregations 

 Nurturing lay and pastoral leaderships 

 Building youth and young adult ministries 

 Supporting the “God is Still Speaking” ministry, welcoming everyone 
 

These offerings will benefit the MN Conference as well as our denominations national 

ministries. A letter with more information will be sent on May 1st, 2017. 
 

Salvation Army 
On March 19, First Church served a delicious meal to 92 lucky folks at the Salvation 

Army. The menu consisted of pulled pork sandwiches, Minnesota hot dishes, cheesy 
potatoes, green beans, corn, mixed vegetables, cole slaw, pasta salad, bread, milk, bars, 
cake, cookies and coffee.  

The next wonderful opportunity to serve a meal is June 25, sign up now to get a 
spot!!     

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

The Men’s Group: Saturday, April 8, 8:00 am at the WOW! Zone 

The Women’s Group: Saturday, April 8, 9:00 am at the WOW! Zone 

Dinner Out Gathering: Saturday, April 22 at 5:30pm. Details will be posted soon! 

      
 



 

Pilgrim Point Family Camp: 
Spring is coming and it is time to think about going North  

to the lake. 
Put June 23-25 on your calendar for First 

Congregational UCC weekend at Pilgrim Point Camp  

near Alexandria. 
We have reserved the Lodge again with 10 bedrooms next to 
the swimming beach. 

Bring your children or grandchildren for a fun and peaceful 
weekend. 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the kiosk in the Narthex. 
 

 
 
Mark Your May Calendar! 

Spring Floral Watercolor Class Painting TULIPS and more 

Saturday, May 13th, 2017 

10 am-4 pm 

Fellowship Hall, 1st Congregational Church, UCC 

150 Stadium Road, Mankato, MN 56001 

 

Come and learn watercolor techniques 

Paint a spring, floral painting, ready to frame and hang!  

Bring a lunch, (refrigerator, microwave, stove available for 

your use)  

The cost is $79.00, all materials and supplies are provided 
 

Your payment secures your place in the class.   

The class will be limited 10-12. 

Using PayPal: please remit to aobernolte@yahoo.com or give a check to Ann O. 
 

 
HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Blood Pressure Check: 
  Blood pressure check will be on Sunday, April 2nd.  The Parish Nurse will be in 
the Church Library after worship service. 
 

CPR Training: 
Coming up in May there will be a CPR Training Session.  A sign-up sheet will be 

posted in April. More information will follow. 

 
Assistance Available: 
  There are crutches, a walker and a wheel chair available for loan if someone has a 

need.   

 

mailto:aobernolte@yahoo.com


ALL IN THE CHURCH FAMILY: 
Prayer Requests: 
 PLEASE NOTE: Because of privacy issues, from now on we will only list the names of 

individuals for prayer when specifically requested by that person or an immediate family 
member. We are always happy to list any prayer concerns as you request them. Prayer 

requests will be listed for two months unless you indicate otherwise.  
 We lift up to God’s healing presence all those struggling in body, mind and 
spirit and pray for all caregivers and all those serving our community, our nation and 

our world. 

 

 
PASTORAL CONTACT:                                                     
Pastor Dana Mann can be reached at:  
    dana@mankatoucc.org or (507) 387-6592 ext.1  

   or her cell: 1-917-202-3738 

 

FROM THE OFFICE COORDINATOR:          
Church Office Hours: 
    Monday 10:30 am - noon & 1-3 pm  
    Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - noon & 1-3 pm 

    Friday 9:00 am – noon   
 
 

 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

150 Stadium Court, Mankato, Minnesota 56001 
Phone: 507/387-6592   E-mail katoucc@mankatoucc.org   
Web Page www.mankatoucc.org 

Pastor: Rev. Dana J Mann dana@mankatoucc.org 
Moderator: Silas Danielson sdanielson@bgklaw.com 

Choir Director: Angie  
Organist: Diana  
Director of Christian Education:  Pat  
Parish Nurse: Rochelle  
Office Coordinator:  Diane Bartelt katoucc@mankatoucc.org 
Financial Secretary:  Donna  
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