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In The First Place 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming, Creation Justice, 
Immigrant Welcoming Congregation 

Mankato MN  56001 

www.mankatoucc.org     •    Check us out on Facebook! 
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From Pastor Dana 

In the June newsletter I began my note with in the beginning, and here we are knee deep 
into this summer time with its marvelous abundance.  It’s Ordinary Time according to the 

liturgical year, but there’s nothing ordinary around us!  Nature has a way of keeping us in 
a position of awe, thank God. 

It’s been wonderful gathering for worship in person indoors and outdoors, and bringing 
forth some of our usual ways of being together.  And there’s more to come… 

On July 15th the Church Council and the Pandemic Response Workgroup will be meeting to 

explore opening up the church building and activities (from coffee hour to communion to 
children’s time and the nursery and group meetings), and to reflect on our vision as church 

for the months ahead. 

The hope is that later in September we will gather at church as a congregation to clarify 
where we want to put our energies and resources moving forward.  (For those unable to at-

tend in person, we’ll look into a zoom call as well.) 

I’m blessed to be sharing this Body with all of you as we and our world experience the ur-
gency of now; blessed to be sharing a faith that will get us there, to where God calls us to 

be. 

So have a look through what follows my friends, and get the drift of what we’ve been up to, 

and thoughts for what’s next. 

Peace and joy, 

Pastor Dana 

http://www.mankatoucc.org/


 
Join Us on Sundays 

9:30 a.m. -- Worship 
After worship all are welcome to join in fellowship on the back patio. 

 
July Worship Highlights 

_______________ and Common Lectionary Texts _______________ 

 

July 4 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Outdoor Worship)  
We will share Communion 

 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48; Exekiel 2:1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10;  
Mark 6:1-13 
Song Leader and special music:  Kathy Taylor 

  
July 11 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24; Amos 7:7-15; Psalm 85:8-13; Ephesians 1:3-14;  
Mark 6:14-29 
Song leader: Cadence Smith   Music by:  Centering Strings 

 

July 18 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23; Ephesians 2:11-22;  
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

July 25 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
    2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14; 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-18; Ephesians 3:14-21;  

John 6:1-21 
Song leader: Cadence Smith 

 

 
 

Save the dates… 
Sunday, August 18th, 9:30am we’ll worship Outdoors and be joined in worship by Rev. 
Maurice Staley, pastor with House of Worship in Mankato and acting president of the new 

Mankato Chapter of NAACP. 
 

Sunday, August 29th, 9:30am our service will be built around the theme Fair Trade, 
Women and Guatemala. 
 
 

Music 
As we open up more in our congregation and community, in music within our wor-

ship we will be opening up more, also.  First of all, many thanks to those who’ve contrib-

uted musically recently:  Michelle Roche, Dick Kimmel, Ken Stoll, Kathy Taylor, Christi,  
Cadence and Aria Smith.  You have added to the richness of our worship.   

We have been gathering our Centering Strings and are working on some small vocal 

groups to once again enhance our Sunday morning services.  If you are interested in  
participating, please email our music director, Diana Stoll, at dianalstoll@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:dianalstoll@gmail.com


 
 

July Faith Formation 
Children’s Gatherings: Pre-k through children finishing 5th grade 

Children, PreK – Grade 5, will gather in July to continue our summer adventure with 

God and each other.  Each gathering begins with an opening time together where we ex-
plore the evening’s Bible Story.  Next, the children move into a recreation station that ex-

pands on the story theme.  We finish the hour by coming together to complete a simple 
craft and closing prayer. 

Children are encouraged to bring their own water bottle so that they can stay hy-

drated during the evening.  Most of the hour is spent outside (weather permitting). 
Our gathering dates for July are… 

July 14, 2021 
     Bible Story:  Jesus Accepts Mary & Martha 
July 28, 2021 

     Bible Story:  Jesus Walks with Zacchaeus 
Thank you so much for your swift RSVP responses to my texts and emails for each 

gathering date.  It helps greatly in our planning.  Thank you to Sue Wear, Jane Dow, and 

Amy DeMaster for helping facilitate our June and July gatherings. 
Peace, Pat Thompson 

 

Youth Gathering:  young people who just finished 6th grade through those 
just finishing 8th grade 

We’ll gather at church, renew our sense of community, sift through scripture and 
story, and make plans for this summer.  The hope is to take a trip or two together! 

Wednesday, July 7th, 6:00 to 7:15pm 
Parents, please join us at 7:00pm 

 

 

Mission Ministry Team 

Summer News of UCC Mission Ministry team, July Newsletter   

We have been meeting via Zoom for our monthly meetings as we continue to discuss 
NAACP, Immigration, International Students, Pride, the youth of our Church and our local-
ity (CADA).  We wish to thank all of you for your generous support for the many projects 

/offerings as we continue to ‘be the church’ during these recent difficult months.   
         During the Sundays of August we hope you are able to donate something toward our 

annual CADA shoe project.  Over the years, our congregation has graciously offered dona-
tions toward the purchase of school shoes for students at CADA house.  Our team connects 
with a merchant who can offer us the most ‘bang for the buck’ to provide shoes for the kids 

at CADA. Thanks to our team members who facilitate this project.  
We trust our Council continues to determine the best path for the health of our 

church and its resources.  
  

 

Creation Justice Team 
The Creation Justice Committee is planning a sustainability fair for Saturday, Sep-

tember 25, from 1:00 to 3:00 outdoors.  We plan to have exhibits on butterfly gardens, 

composting and recycling, gardening, eco-friendly products, beekeeping, organic lawn care, 



soil health and agriculture, water quality and a nature walk in Rasmussen Woods.  We will 
update everyone as we get closer to the date. 

 

The Deacons 
The members of the Deacons Ministry Team for 2021 are Renee Schunk, Noah 

Moore, Sue Grunzke, Sue Taylor and Margaret Naslund.  On June 6th we celebrated our 10 

graduates with Deacon Sue Taylor handing out and mailing graduation cards and gift 
cards.   A worship ad has been purchased for the college paper, The Reporter. 
Thank you, Margaret Naslund 

 

Worship Team 
Summer greetings from the Worship Team!  Kathy Taylor, Lynn Ries, Bev Wood, 

Kristy Danielson and Deb Johnson are all excited to welcome everyone back.  It has been a 
quiet year for the worship team.  We are looking forward to that changing.  We know it’s 

been a while since we’ve all been together.  Don’t be afraid to reintroduce yourselves.  We’ve 
all changed a lot inside and out.  The last one and a half years have been challenging for 

all.  We look forward to seeing everyone as we regather for worship. 

 
 

Trustees 
Summer greetings from the Board of Trustees. It has been such a long time since we 

have truly been together, we wanted to remind you who the board members are: Lyn   
Dauffenbach (Chair), Dan Stueber, Sandy Anderson, Sue Wear, Bob Morris and Kim Shaf-

fer. Please feel free to contact any of us if you have financial questions concerning the 
church. 

Our financial situation at this time is relatively stable. Our pledges and loose offer-

ings have been down somewhat, but our expenses have also been lower.  As we start to 
move into a more “normal” calendar within our building, we know that expenses again will 
go up but are hopeful that with more people in our sanctuary, the offerings will also in-

crease. We will be meeting with the Church Council later in July to discuss our visioning 
goals and what part our finances play in the plans and commitments for the coming year. 

Thank you for your continued support of First Congregational UCC. We appreciate 
who you are and all you do. 

Board of Trustees, Lyn Dauffenbach, Chair 

 

 
Health Ministries Team 
Helpful Information When Making at 911 Call   

Information provided by Blue Earth County 
Calling 911 can be very stressful and it’s easy to feel overwhelmed.  Dispatchers are 

trained to guide callers through the experience, but knowing what to expect can help you, 

as the caller, make the 911 call go smoothly and get you assistance when and where it’s 
needed. 

Here are a few tips should you find yourself needing to call 911: 

• Stay calm.  It is important to take a deep breath and not get excited.  The dispatcher 
will try to move things along quickly, but under control. 

• Know the location of the emergency and the number you are calling from.  This may 
be asked and answered a couple of times but don’t get frustrated.  Even though many 



911 centers have enhanced capabilities – meaning they are sometimes able to see 
your approximate location on the computer screen – they are still required to confirm 

the information.  If for some reason you are disconnected, at least emergency crews 
will know where to go and how to call you back.  You may be transferred to another 

911 center if your call was directed to an alternate center. 

• Wait for the dispatcher to ask questions, then answer clearly and calmly.  If you are 
in danger of assault, the dispatcher will still need you to answer quietly, mostly “yes” 
and “no” questions. 

• Let the dispatcher guide the conversation.  They are typing the information into a 
computer, and it may seem to be taking a long time.  There’s a good chance, however, 
that emergency services are already being sent while you are still on the line. 

• Follow all directions.  In some cases, the dispatcher will give you directions.  Listen 
carefully, follow each step exactly, and ask for clarification if you don’t understand. 

• Keep your eyes open.  You may be asked to describe victims, suspects, vehicles, or 
other parts of the scene. 

• Do not hang up the call until you are directed to do so by the dispatcher. 
Thank you.  Rochelle Major 

 
 

Facilities Committee 
The Facilities Committee has been busy the first half of this year attending to the 

maintenance of the church building and property.  Among the major items were a replace-

ment of the number 2 furnace and repair of the number 3 furnace, leveling of the concrete 
pads for the air conditioners and the patio, and in process of replacing an air conditioner 
for the Fellowship Hall (on order waiting for delivery).  Committee members organized pur-

chase orders and supervised contractors to do this work.  Electrical outlets, audio and in-
ternet connections were installed in the Sanctuary by Facilities Committee members. 

Annual routine items include Spring Cleaning of the church.  This project was 

headed up by Sue Wear.  Window washing, floor scrubbing, bathroom “deep” cleaning and 
other items were completed.  Several days of different working parties were done to main-

tain the landscaping of the church.  Mulch was hauled and spread on the berms, bushes 
trimmed, weeds pulled, trees trimmed, parking lot curbs and gutters swept, flowers thinned 
out and transplanted and a new tree planted on the berm. 

The church gardens were made ready for use.  New composted dirt was added to the 
boxes, water barrels were installed and the fence was repaired.  Boxes were assigned to in-

terested parties on first come first served basis.  One box is used for raising tomatoes for 
the food shelf.  Watering of the gardens is an ongoing task assumed by the people assigned 
a garden box. 

A tree fell near the church property on the South side.  This was cut up and removed 
in a few hours by members of the Facilities Committee. 

Annual Fire Alarm panel and detector test was completed in June.  Facilities Com-

mittee has a member present to monitor and assist alarm tech where necessary.  
New projects include reviewing possibilities for the church to invest in a solar gener-

ating project to reduce electrical cost for the church.  A meeting to review this opportunity 
is scheduled for next week. 

Respectfully submitted by Mike Dauffenbach, Secretary Facilities Committee 2021 

 
 



Prayer Requests 
We lift up to God’s healing presence all those struggling in body, mind and spirit and 

pray for all caregivers and all those serving to bring peace and justice to our community, 

our nation and our world.  Please contact Pastor Dana for requests and visits. 

 
July: a partial outline of the next few weeks: 
Saturday, July 3  3:00pm, Justice Creation (Zoom) 

Sunday, July 4  9:30am, Outdoor Worship (Communion)   

Wednesday, July 7  6:00-7:15pm, Youth Gathering 

Sunday, July 11  9:30am, Worship Service/Livestreaming 

Tuesday, July 13  6:30pm, Deacons (Zoom) 

Wednesday, July 14  6:00-7:30pm, VBS -- Pre-K through 5th Grade 

Thursday, July 15   11:30am, Clergy Cluster  

  5:30pm, Church Council (at church) 

Sunday, July 18   9:30am, Worship/Livestreaming 

Sunday, July 25  9:30am, Worship Service/Livestreaming  

Monday, July 16  7:00pm, Endowment Board (at church) 

Wednesday, July 28  6:00-7:30pm, VBS – Pre-K through 5th Grade  

 

 
 

Pastoral contact                                                    
Pastor Dana Mann can be reached at: dana@mankatoucc.org  
(507) 387-6592 ext. 2 or her cell: 1-917-202-3738 

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
150 Stadium Court 
Mankato, Minnesota 56001 

Phone: 507/387-6592   
E-mail katoucc@mankatoucc.org  Web Page www.mankatoucc.org 

 
Minister........................................... Rev. Dana J Mann ................... dana@mankatoucc.org 
Moderator ............................................ Blake Couey ............................ bcouey@yahoo.com  

Music Director ....................................... Diana Stoll .........................dianalstoll@gmail.com 
Director of Faith Formation ................ Pat Thompson ...................... patfirstucc@gmail.com  

Parish Nurse ...................................... Rochelle Major .................... rochelmajor@gmail.com  
Office Administrator .............................. Diana Stoll ................... katoucc@mankatoucc.org 
Financial Secretary ............................. Donna Sandon ........................ 13andon@gmail.com   

Bookkeeper ......................................... Diane Bartelt ............. bookkeeper@mankatoucc.org 
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