
  

 

 

 Mid-February 2020 

In The First Place 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming, Creation Justice, 
Immigrant Welcoming Congregation 

Mankato MN  56001 

www.mankatoucc.org     •    Check us out on Facebook! 
Church Office Hours:  Tuesday – Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

A Note from Pastor Dana 
     Friends, I left the church in the midst of a snowstorm and as I write this morning, 

just back from my month of sabbatical, we’re in the midst of another.  A nice way to re-
enter as it gives me a chance to say that I’m filled with thanks for this time to step back 
and linger in a sense of openness.  To be without a schedule, to respond to what is here 

and now, to be fully engaged with family and friends, and really present to my own 
heartbeat – it was such a gift!  And now it is very good to rejoin all of you! 
     As you can see from our schedule below, we’re nearing the end of Epiphany, the 

season of light.  Soon we’ll have a marvelous stop on the mountaintop with Jesus who 
shines with the glory of God, with the Spirit of Life, and then we’ll head down into the 

dimness of Lent.  But we’ll be together all along the way… 
     Come, just as you are, to know more of who you are – beloved. 

Join Us on Sundays 
9:30 a.m. -- Worship / Nursery Available 
9:45 a.m. -- Children’s Faith-Learning Community (3 years through Grade 6) 

Wednesday, February 26th 
Ash Wednesday 

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship 

We’ll mark the beginning of the Lenten journey – the journey that offers an opportunity 
for us to reflect on ourselves, our world, and how we stand in it.  It’s a chance to 
explore what it means to live as a child of God. 

6:00 pm Soup Supper 

 A simple meal to remember that none of us is alone on the journey. 

http://www.mankatoucc.org/


10:30 a.m. – Fellowship 
 

 
February 2020 Worship Highlights 

_______________ and Common Lectionary Texts _______________ 

 
February 16 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  

Musicians:  Choir 
 

February 23 Transfiguration 
      As the light of God brilliantly shines through Jesus, we get a glimpse of what it means 

to be fully alive… 
Musicians:  Centering Strings 
After worship, come join the Deacons as they burn last year’s Palm Sunday leaves into 

this year’s ashes for Ash Wednesday worship. 
 
March 1st -- First Sunday in Lent 

      Each Sunday, as we journey through Lent, we’ll extinguish one of the candles at the 
front of our sanctuary.  The light will slowly fade into darkness for we are retelling the 
story of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem.  We do this not to be morbid, but because in the story 
of his death and resurrection, in the amazing transformation of death into life, in the midst 
of profound loss, God is revealed. 

 Communion 
Musicians:  Choir 

 

The Centering Strings 
     The Centering Strings will be participating in worship during the Winter and Spring 

months. Anyone interested in joining is welcome!  Please contact Diana Stoll. 

 
Make a Joyful Noise!   
 The UCC Choir is back rehearsing with a change in rehearsal schedule that may allow 

more people to participate.  On the days that the choir participates in the service, the 
rehearsal time will be from 8:30 to 9:15 am. The other Sundays the rehearsal will be at 
11:00 am.  Please consider joining the choir, especially if this rehearsal schedule fits 

your schedule a little better.  Don't worry if you can't read music or attend every 
rehearsal or performance.  Contact Angie Braunwarth-Hartwell with any 

questions.  Hope to see you at a rehearsal soon! 

 
Caucus for Climate 2020 

Sunday, February 16, 11:00 a.m., Buff Grace, an Episcopalian priest and solar power 
advocate from Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light, will be speaking. The subject 

is Caucus for Climate. We will find out how to introduce a climate resolution at the 
caucuses and support climate action as a top priority in our party platforms and the 

2020 election. 



 

 

A Progressive Christian Revival 
February 29th, 6:00 to 9:00pm 

Plymouth MN 
We’ll make the Trek Together! 

For more information, please speak with Pastor Dana or send her a text/email. 
 

Join in this event that’s happening in a suburb of the Cities!  It’s open to all – 
those who are already in a faith community and those who simply feel moved 

to hope!  The plan is to take something of this on the road, into our Mankato 
area, between now and the full elections. 

 
This began as a group of us UCC Clergy, me from our church and the pastors of 
Mayflower and Macalester Plymouth in Minneapolis, Peace in Duluth, 

Robbinsdale-Parkway, and Peace in Rochester lamenting the struggles of these 
days, and grew into an action to address is.  We began with the question:  How do 
we find ways to uplift people, and ended up with a celebration of our UCC values, 

of welcoming all and leaning into the promise of loving justice and just peace. 
 

Come experience this!  And if this moves you, consider joining us as we plan this 
event closer to home.  Several UCC churches and our MN Conference have 
contributed funds to take this out of the Cities – to us!  So far we have $12,000 for 

an event planner, venue and whatever else we might need.  The plan is to have our 
local folks lead the worship and music. 
Here’s a part of our thinking and advertising: 

 
Why now?  Despair is on the rise in our state.  People feel fear and hatred of “the 

other” rather than hope and love of the neighbor.  People worry about health care 
costs, and jobs, and how to pay for their children’s education – childcare and 
college.  And, to add insult to injury, the rich are getting richer.  What’s more, 

people are spending less time in community, in churches or softball leagues, and 
this increasing isolation is harming our souls. 

 
We believe that the Jesus path saves – not a specific doctrinal belief in Jesus and 
God, and not over and against the other wonderful religions – but that the Jesus 

path, for we who are Christians, the spiritual practices of the Jesus path can “save 
us” – give us hope, help us to love, increase our joy, shape a meaningful life – 
practices like welcoming the stranger, creating and sustaining a just economy, 

caring for the earth, forgiving and reconciling. 
 

It’s time for a revival!  It’s time to reclaim our faith! 
 
The test of this evening of music, singing, preaching from some of the best young 

progressive preachers in MN, spoken word will be this:  Do you feel more hopeful? 

 



 

  

Book/Bible Study 
Book/Bible Study:  Soon we’ll begin a new study! 

We’ll be reading Richard Rohr’s The Universal Christ:  How a forgotten reality can change 
everything we see and hope for and believe. 
 
Here’s some of the table of contents: 
Christ in Not Jesus’ Last name 
Accepting That You Are Fully Accepted 
Original Goodness 
Doing and Saying 
Why Did Jesus Die 
It Can’t be Carried Alone 
The Resurrection Journey 

 
If you would like to join in this 5-week study, please let me know!  Between winter 

weather and vacation schedules, we’ll approach this a bit differently:  We’ll determine 
the day and time of our weekly meetings given the needs of all.  I hope to start at 
the beginning of March and conclude around Easter.  You can sign up on the kiosk as 

you enter the Fellowship Hall, or text/email me.  I look forward to sharing the 
experience!  Pastor Dana 

 

 

Youth Faith Formation 
The Gathering (7th and 8th Graders)  

Wednesdays, 6:00 to 7:00pm 

February 12th 
 March 11th 

Wednesday, February 26th Ash Wednesday Worship, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Synergy (6th through 8th Graders)  
Wednesdays, 6:00 to 7:15pm 
March 25th 

Wednesday, February 26th Ash Wednesday Worship, 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Faith Forming Community (4th and 5th graders)  
Wednesdays, 6:00 to 7:15pm  

February 19th 
March 18th 
Wednesday, February 26th Ash Wednesday Worship, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Children’s Faith-Learning Community on Sundays 
One Small Action…One Single Person…Makes a Difference! 

 
Join us for Children’s Faith Learning Community this February 2020.  Using the Spark 

Bible Stories listed, we will learn how Jesus wants us to live in Community. 



February 16, 2020 
The Greatest Commandment 

Matthew 22:34-46 

 

February 23, 2020 
Woman at the Well 

John 4:5-42 

 

Calling All Acolytes 
The children from the Children’s Faith-Learning Community enjoy helping during worship. 

Families are signing up as Acolytes and helping prepare the congregation for worship by 

lighting the candles. If you would like a turn to help, please text/call Pat Thompson with a 

date that works for your family. Thank you. 

 
Mission Ministry 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
One Great Hour of Sharing is a special mission offering of the United Church of 

Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to people in more than eighty countries. 

The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean water and 
food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, advocacy 

and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons.  OGHS also supports domestic and 
international ministries for disaster preparedness and response. 

You will be receiving a letter soon and this offering will be collected February 23.  

Thank you for your support. 
 
Thank you 

So many thanks to all of you who contributed to this year’s Christmas Fund.  Our giving  
to the United Church of Christ fund totaled $1,111.00.  And thanks to all of you who 

contributed to our Pastor’s Discretionary Fund on Christmas Eve which totaled $854.74. 
  

The Guatemala Mission Trip has been rescheduled for the summer of 2021.  We 

are looking for interested volunteers.  Please contact me ASAP for more information.  You 
will help build a home, help in school, and have the chance to visit a sponsored student.  

No firm dates have been set as I need to know if anyone is interested in going.  We need to 
reserve a date on Common Hope’s calendar.  Contact Kathy Taylor. 
 

 

Creation Justice Activities 

Organic Recycling 
Organics recycling is back in operation in our community. You may have noticed our elegant 
new trash, recycling and compost bins. We have already had positive feedback on how beautiful 
they look and you all seem to be doing a pretty good job of figuring out what goes where. The most 
common miss thrown items in the trash are napkins. Napkins are compostable. The most common 
miss thrown items in the recycling are plastic bags. Plastic bags can’t be put in regular recycling. 
Please be sure to wash out recyclable items first. 



 
For those of you needing further clarification: 
 
All plant based items are compostable:  All food including meat, bones and dairy; all food soiled 
paper such as napkins, Kleenex, paper towels; all paper plates that have no plastic coating; all of 
our disposable coffee cups, drinking glasses and utensils; flowers; pizza boxes; wooden stir sticks; 
coffee grounds; paper hand towels from the bathroom. 
Items that are not compostable:  All plastics or products that have plastic in them such as plastic 
bags, plastic creamers; plastic coated boxes; anything that can be recycled such as non-soiled 
paper and cardboard; shredded paper (can be recycled at Ponderosa Landfill). 
Regular Recycling includes anything that does not have food on it such as bottles, cans, paper, 
cardboard, plastic items with #1, 2 and 5 on the bottom.  
Not included in regular recycling are shredded paper, plastic bags (can be recycled at grocery 
stores), textiles, food scraps. 
Thank you all for doing the right thing and keeping items out of the landfill. Turning organics into 
compost is one very valuable thing we can do to address climate change. 

 
Congregational Life 

 

February Dinner Out 
Saturday, February 15, 5:30 p.m. 

Place:  LaTerraza, 1404 Madison Avenue, Mankato 

Hosted by Silas and Kristy Danielson – Please sign up on the Kiosk in the Narthex. 

 
Health Ministries 
If you would like your blood pressure checked, please just reach out to one of the team 

members and we're happy to check it for you. Rochelle Major, Marlys Daly, Amy DeMaster, 
Ava Adams-Morris or Theresa Sedivy. 

 
Prayer Requests: 
 We lift up to God’s healing presence all those struggling in body, mind and spirit and 

pray for all caregivers and all those serving to bring peace and justice to our community, 
our nation and our world. 

 

Pastoral contact                                                    
Pastor Dana Mann can be reached at: dana@mankatoucc.org  

(507) 387-6592 ext.1 

 

 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
150 Stadium Court 

Mankato, Minnesota 56001 
Phone: 507/387-6592   

E-mail katoucc@mankatoucc.org  Web Page www.mankatoucc.org 
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