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Introduction:

Etowah County is filled with more than 100,000 people from a variety of races, religions,
experiences, and lifestyles. According to census data, there are 30-45,000 people in the
county who do not affiliate themselves with a specific religious organization. Looking at
this data through the discerning lens of Scripture, it is reasonable to conclude that there
are thousands of people in our county who do not have a saving relationship with Jesus
Christ.

By interpreting some basic demographic data, we can conclude that God has
positioned HFC’s Home Groups among these unreached people in Etowah County,
Alabama. God is working in our geographical connectedness with lost people. God is
also working in our relational connectedness with lost people. It is evident that our Home
Groups are poised to move toward the intentional engagement of people on behalf of
the gospel.

What would it look like if all of our Home Group members embraced their gospel
responsibility for the people that surround their lives? What if each Home Group
strategically pursued God’s plan for using relationships to move the gospel? What if God
oriented our hearts towards a specific geographical area, group, or individual in need of
Christ?

The myNeighbor strategy was developed to equip HFC Home Groups to participate in
evangelism within the context of their daily lives and relationships. This strategy will lead
group members to participate in four phases of intentional ministry:

1. Pray: Align their lives with the mandate of the gospel. This starts in the Home
Group and moves outward toward concentric circles of relationships.

2. Identify: See the people that surround their lives (geographical/relational
mapping).

3. Engage: Approach their circles of responsibility with a tangible gospel presence.
4. Share: Proclaim their personal gospel stories with the people they have invited

into their Home Group meeting, preparing to communicate the gospel at every
opportunity along the way.

Home Groups provide the essential partnerships needed for the expansion of the gospel
in Etowah County. They also provide a means by which every follower of Christ at HFC
can participate in relational evangelism and disciple-making.
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Session One: [PRAY]
Foundations for Intentional Evangelism
Introductory Questions for the Group:
● Why should we engage in sharing the gospel with people who do not know Christ?
● Who is responsible for evangelizing Etowah County?
● How could following a developed strategy help Home Groups engage their

neighborhoods and relationships with the gospel?
● Do you see yourself as a missionary where you live? Why or why not?
● Why does a Home Group have so much potential for relational evangelism?

Study Outline:
I. Biblical Concepts for Evangelism

A. Definition of Evangelism
1. v. euangelizo; n. euangelion
2. The Good News We Share – Rom. 1:15-16
3. A Movement, Not a Method – Acts 2

B. Motives for Evangelism
1. Christ’s Mandate and Our Obedience – Matt. 28:18-20
2. Final Judgment and Spiritual Maturity – 2 Pet. 3:9; Luke 7:47
3. God’s Glory and Our Future Reward – Phil. 2:5-11; 1 Cor. 3:11-15

C. Spiritual Resources
1. Sovereign Power from God – Acts 1:8; Eph. 2:8-10; John 6:44
2. Armor to Stand and Declare – Eph. 6:10-20
3. Personal Testimony – Acts 4:20

II. Biblical Concepts for Strategy
A. Jesus’ Approach to Evangelism

1. He sought people. – John 19 (Zacchaeus)
2. He was approachable. – John 3 (Nicodemus)
3. He made the most of every opportunity. – John 4 (Samaritan Woman)

a. Intentional (4:4 – He made time to speak to others.)
b. Conversational (4:7 – He built rapport by finding a common need: water.)
c. Respectful (4:7 – He spoke kindly to her.)
d. Directional (4:10-15 – He moved from trivial matters to spiritual matters.)
e. Convictional (4:16-18 – He neither denied her sin nor dwelled upon it.)
f. Confrontational (4:26 – He confronted her with the truth of who He is.)
g. Missional (4:28-30 – She carried the truth to her village.)

B. The Early Church’s Evangelistic Strategy
1. Total Penetration

a. A Defined Target – Mark 16:15; Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 24:47
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b. The Acts Missional Strategy Matrix – Acts 1:8 (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria,
Ends of the Earth)

2. Total Participation
a. Every believer should be involved in evangelism.
b. Every church (and every Home Group) should be committed to specific

geographical/relational connections.

Notes:
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Activity:

Prayer That Changes Us and Moves Us
Scripture:
● Eph. 6:18-20 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 19
Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I
will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

Questions for Personal Application:
● In the context of spiritual warfare, Paul instructs the church to be mindful of the

broad scope of standing firm in the gospel.
● He concludes this passage with a request for personal prayer with regard to

evangelism. What descriptive words stand out to you as Paul opens his heart
concerning his personal responsibility in evangelism? From this passage, what might
Paul struggle with when it comes to sharing the gospel?

● Evangelism starts with you! Why is it a good idea to pray for yourself before you start
praying for others?

● What attitudes about evangelism need to change in you? Do you have an intentional
walk with Christ that others can observe? Can you tell your gospel story in a way that
is authenticated by Scripture?

● Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal your heart concerning your neighbors, and then submit
to God in whatever changes need to take place so that you can move forward in His
grace.

Name Your Obstacles:
List obstacles that are preventing you from acting on the responsibility to share the
gospel with your neighbors (i.e. fear, schedule, prejudices, selfishness, energy, not
knowing how, etc.).
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Prayer:
Ask God to change you from the inside out. Repent from destructive attitudes, and offer
yourself in obedience to Christ.

"Lord, I submit to you. May the work you have done in my life be shared with others.
Change me, and give me perspective on loving my neighbor because of the gospel.
Amen."
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(As your group matures and changes over the next few weeks, your prayer life will shift
outwards towards those for whom God is changing your heart. The Home Group Leader
will help the group move in this direction.)

Related Scriptures:
● Matt. 9:37-38 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers

are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field."

● Matt. 5:14-16 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven."

● Rom. 1:16-17 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
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Session Two: [IDENTIFY]
The Gospel Moves Through Relationships
Introductory Questions for the Group:
● Why is the home so important in the healthy development of relationships?
● When you think of the term "relational evangelism," what comes to your mind?
● Where does relational evangelism begin? Where does it end?
● How did you first hear the gospel? Did God use specific people to make the gospel

accessible to you?

Study Outline:
I. Biblical Considerations for Relational Evangelism

A. Evangelism Working Through Established Relationships
1. Andrew and Simon Peter – John 1:35-42
2. Philip and Nathanael – John 1:43-51
3. Woman at the Well – John 4:28-30
4. Cornelius and His Family – Acts 10
5. Philippian Jailer – Acts 16:22-30
6. Gadarene Demoniac – Luke 8:39

B. Paul’s Approach to Sharing the Gospel and His Life
1. Paul’s Intentional Lifestyle to the Thessalonians – 1 Thess. 1-2
2. Paul’s Lifestyle to the Ephesians – Acts 20:17-24

C. The Relational Context of Evangelism and Discipleship – 1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17
II. Principles for How Relationships Move the Gospel

A. Concentric Circles of Concern: Seven Stages for Making Disciples – W. Oscar
Thompson, Jr.  (1980 - Revised by Claude V. King)
2. Stage 1: Get Right – Get right with God, self, and others.
3. Stage 2: Survey – Survey your relationships.
4. Stage 3: Pray – Work with God through prayer.
5. Stage 4: Build Bridges – Cultivate relational connections to people.
6. Stage 5: Show Love – Meet tangible needs.
7. Stage 6: Make Disciples – Help them grow.
8. Stage 7: Begin Again – Start the cycle again.

B. Just Walk Across the Room – Bill Hybels (2006)
1. Develop Friendships – by engaging the lives of people around you.
2. Discover Stories – before sharing your own story and God’s redemptive story.
3. Discern Next Steps – by following the Holy Spirit’s direction.

C. My Circle – Jim Murphy (2010)
1. Identify the network of relationships in the midst of which God has placed you;

this is your Circle of Accountability.
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2. Meaningfully engage your Circle of Accountability through prayer and a
tangible gospel presence.

3. Share your grace story and be able to proclaim the gospel to the people in
your Circle of Accountability.

Notes:
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Activity:

Identifying the People Who Surround You
Scripture:
● Acts 3:1-3 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of

prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried
to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those
going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he
asked them for money. [NEEDS]

● Luke 10:25-29 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher,"
he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 "What is written in the Law?" he
replied. "How do you read it?" 27 He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and,
'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do
this and you will live." 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who
is my neighbor?" [Verses 30-35: Parable of the Good Samaritan] 36 "Which of these
three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37
The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." [UNCTION]

● Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth. [GEOGRAPHY]

Questions for Personal Application:
● What are the obstacles that are preventing you from seeing the people that God has

placed "around" your life?
● How can God change the landscape of your everyday life so that you can see the

people right in front of you (crisis, needs, waiting, etc.)?
● Jesus used the Parable of the Good Samaritan to place the responsibility on the

person who had received mercy from God to share that mercy with those who need
it. How is this different from a traditional interpretation of the parable?

● Why is geography so important to evangelism?

Survey Your Relationships:
Use 1) the Neighborhood Block Map, 2) the Home Group Geographical Map, and 3) the
Concentric Circles of Concern Diagram to survey your geographical and relational
connections.

9



1. Neighborhood Block Map: How well do you know your neighbors? Use this resource
map from The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon to personalize the
proximity of your neighbors. Write the names of the people who live closest to your
home. Extra Challenge: List at least three things you know about each person
(occupation, hobbies, family, spiritual beliefs, etc.).

● Will you pray for your neighbors? Ask God to give you opportunities to see them in
ways you have never considered before. Will you draw close to your neighbors? Will
you "be" a neighbor to them?
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2. Home Group Geographical Map: Are there identifiable people groups that live within
a two-mile radius of your house? (Contact the HFC office to request a demographic
profile for your Home Group’s area via https://www.namb.net.) Has God moved your
heart towards a particular unreached geographical location or people group?

● Where in Etowah County do the majority of Hispanic residents live?
● Is there a significant population of Asian residents within the scope of your Home

Group’s influence?
● Are there African Americans who are not being reached by any other local church?
● What other international people groups are represented in Etowah County? How are

the nations finding their way to the Greater Gadsden area?
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3. Concentric Circles of Concern Diagram: Notice that the first circle is yourself. Are you
right with God? We often use "Person X" as an excuse to justify our lack of
evangelistic engagement. We don’t know "Person X" yet, but there are lots of people
in the circles closer to home that we do know. How is God orchestrating your life to
intersect with real people in your circles of responsibility on behalf of the gospel?

● React to the following paragraph regarding relationships from Thompson’s
Concentric Circles of Concern: Seven Stages for Making Disciples.

I said to the class, ‘The gospel moves on contiguous lines–on lines of
relationship.’ I explained the circles and what each circle represents. ‘Now,’
I said, ‘I believe that God holds you responsible for everyone he brings into
your sphere of influence. Many of us come to study evangelism to go from
Circle 1 out to Circle 7 to salve our consciences because there are
ruptured relationships in Circle 2 through 6 that we prefer to skip over.
‘When we have ruptured relationships horizontally with people, we also
have a ruptured relationship vertically with God. It is not that we do not
know the Lord. It is just that he is not really Lord of our lives. We are not
willing to let him be Lord of everything and accept, love, and forgive people
on his conditions.’

● Will you pray and ask God to enable you to share the good news of Christ with those
closest to you? Will you trust the power of the gospel to transform your relationships?
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● List the people you already know in your circles of responsibility.

Family Relatives

Friends Neighbors

Acquaintances                                                                Others
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Session Three: [ENGAGE]
Tangible Gospel Presence
Introductory Questions for the Group:
● How do we engage our neighbors through a tangible gospel presence? What is a

tangible gospel presence?
● What is the difference between being present in a person’s life and engaging that

person through a tangible gospel presence?
● How does the Home Group meeting facilitate the experience of a tangible gospel

presence among believers?
● What are some ways your Home Group can serve the people in your neighborhood?

Are you praying for your neighbors?
● Who in your life do you feel the biggest burden to share Christ with right now?

Study Outline:
I. Jesus’ Example of "Being With" People on Purpose

A. Public Venues
1. He attended the wedding at Cana. – John 2:1
2. He ate with irreligious people. – Mark 2:15-17
3. He noticed individual people even in crowds. – Mark 10:46
4. He came near to us and lived among people. – John 1:14

B. Personal Encounters
1. Nicodemus – John 3:1-11
2. Mary and Martha’s Home – Luke 10:38
3. Zacchaeus’ Home – Luke 19:2

II. Practical Approaches to “Being With” the People God Places Around Your Life
A. Transformational Groups: Creating a New Scorecard for Groups – Ed Stetzer and

Eric Geiger (2014)
1. Get to know your neighbors. – Choose eight to ten people who live near your

residence to pray for, minister to, and have spiritual conversations with.
2. Reach out to each neighbor monthly. – Look for ways you can serve them.
3. Pray for your neighbors. – God will increase your love for them as you pray.
4. Invite your neighbors to your Home Group or a Large Group service. – They

may be waiting for an invitation.
5. Be present in your neighborhood. – Join your neighbors where they’re already

mingling.
6. Have a neighborhood party. – Plan something that brings your neighbors

together. Learn how to be comfortable around them.
B. My Circle – Jim Murphy (2010)

1. Identify your mission field. – Care about your geographical area.
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2. Pray for one person each day. – Implement a prayer strategy with your Home
Group to pray over every home and building in a specific area.

3. Engage at least one person each week. – Posture your life to be available to
others.
a. Spend time with people who do not know Jesus.
b. Be a tangible blessing to them.
c. Pray with them.
d. Invite them to the "next step" (Home Group or Large Group).

Notes:
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Activity:

Engaging Others with the Gospel
Scripture:
● Acts 16:13-15 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we

expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women
who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a
dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 15 When she and the members of
her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a
believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.

Questions for Personal Application:
● Where did Lydia’s unction for fellowship with Paul come from?
● How does your personal pursuit of God’s mission place you in the lives of lost people?
● How was God already working in Lydia’s life? Why is hospitality so closely associated

with the work of the gospel?
● What are some of the biggest obstacles you face that prevent you from spending

time with the lost people God has placed in your life? How can you move beyond
these obstacles?

● Look back at your Neighborhood Block Map, Home Group Geographical Map, and
Concentric Circles of Concern Diagram. What are some tangible ways you can be a
blessing to these people in order to engage them with the gospel?

● Who will you pray for tomorrow? Who will you engage in the next seven days either
by spending time with them or blessing them in the name of Jesus?

Engage Your Circles:
List places and activities in which you find yourself around other people. This will help
you identify opportunities to establish a tangible gospel presence wherever you go.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
________________ ________________ ________________
________________ ________________ ________________
________________ ________________ ________________

Thursday Friday Saturday
________________ ________________ ________________
________________ ________________ ________________
________________ ________________ ________________
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Sunday Monthly Upcoming Events
________________ ________________ ________________
________________ ________________ ________________
________________ ________________ ________________

● How could you use your regular activities to intentionally engage the people in your
circles of responsibility? What do you normally do by yourself that you could invite
non-believers to do with you?

● What activities should you remove? What keeps you from engaging the people in
your circles of responsibility?

● What activities could you add? How could you create more opportunities to engage
the people in your circles of responsibility?

● As you seek to engage people, eat with them, recreate with them, invite them into
your life, be available to participate in their lives, listen to their stories, and talk about
what God is doing in your life in a normal, conversational, matter-of-fact kind of way.
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Session Four: [SHARE]
Faithful Gospel Proclamation
Introductory Questions for the Group:
● Have you ever shared the gospel with another person?
● How does your Home Group enable you to share the gospel?
● How do we evangelize our neighbors through gospel proclamation?
● Can you articulate the full gospel quickly and concisely? Are you careful to integrate

the foundational truths of the gospel into your personal story?
● Have you memorized any Scriptures that are centrally powerful to communicate the

gospel?
● Are there strongholds in your personal life that are undermining your confidence to

be an ambassador for Christ?

Study Outline:
I. The Gospel and Your Story

A. Consider the following description of the gospel, and note the Scripture
references. Listen as the Holy Spirit confirms the truths of the gospel in your own
heart. (Have someone in the group read this section out loud.)
1. The gospel is the joyous declaration that God is redeeming the world through

Christ (Matt. 1:21; Luke 1:68; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20) and that He calls everyone
everywhere to repent from sin and trust Jesus Christ for salvation (Mark 1:15;
Acts 2:38, 17:30).

2. Each of us has sinned against God (Rom. 3:23), breaking His law and rebelling
against His rule, and the penalty for our sin is death and hell (Rom. 6:23).

3. But because he loves us, God sent His Son, Jesus (John 3:16; Eph. 2:4; 1 John
4:10), to live for His people’s sake the perfect, obedient life God requires (Rom.
8:4; 1 Cor. 1:30; Heb. 4:15) and die in their place for their sin (Isa. 53:5; Matt.
20:28, 26:28; Mark 10:45, 14:24; Luke 22:20; John 11:50-51; Rom. 3:24-25, 4:25;
1 Cor. 15:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 10:14; 1 Pet. 3:18).

4. On the third day, Jesus rose bodily from the grave (Matt. 28:6) and now reigns
in heaven (Luke 22:69, 24:51; Heb. 8:1), offering forgiveness (Eph. 1:7),
righteousness (Rom. 5:19), resurrection (Rom. 8:11), and eternal life in God’s
presence (Rev. 22:4) to everyone who repents of sin and trusts solely in Him for
salvation.

B. All Scripture ultimately points to Jesus. Study and see how the Word connects to
your heart. What are the key verses that describe your story?

C. Everything that has been done in your life because of the gospel has been done
through God’s grace, His work (John 3:21).
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D. Because no one earns salvation (Eph. 2:8-10), salvation cannot be lost. Once you
are God’s child by rebirth (John 3), you cannot be unborn. A person can
occasionally be a rebellious child, but they never stop being a child of God.

II. Battling the Fear of Rejection
A. It is not up to you to save anyone. That is God’s responsibility. You are simply

called to be a witness (Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 4:1-6; John 6:41-44).
B. If someone rejects the gospel, they are not rejecting you. They are rejecting Jesus

(John 15:18, 16:4).
C. Invest in the relationship and the person, not an outcome.
D. The harvest is plentiful (Luke 10:1-3; John 4:34-38).

Notes:
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Activity:

Sharing Your Personal Gospel Story
Scripture:
● John 4:39-42 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the

woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans
came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And
because of his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman, "We
no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."

Questions for Personal Application:
● How has the gospel described your life? What about your past, present, and future?
● The Samaritan woman was transformed by Jesus’ good news. She immediately

shared her discovery. How did her story affect the lives of the people that lived
around her?

● React to verse 42. What is it that we want our neighbors to do with the gospel?

Articulate the Gospel:
Think about the gospel in terms of four large blocks of truth:
1. God created man.
2. Man has a problem.
3. Christ Jesus is the only solution to man’s problem.
4. Response to Christ involves faith and repentance.

You can also use tools like the "Three Circles Life Conversation Guide"
(https://lifeonmissionbook.com) to help keep the core concepts of the gospel in mind.
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Share Your Gospel Story:
Over the next few days, use the outline below to write out your personal gospel story. Be
sure to keep your story simple and concise. Write your story so that it can be shared in
three or four minutes. (Note: Many people share long stories about God, church, family,
difficulty, childhood, baptism, etc. but completely leave out the gospel. They omit the
personal life transformation they’ve witnessed as a result of God’s grace. Carefully
examine your story to be sure you tell about your absolute dependency on the work of
Christ for salvation. Include relevant Scriptures.)

My Life Before Christ (Rom. 3:23):

How God Opened My Heart to the Gospel (John 3:16):

How My Life Has Changed (2 Cor. 5:17):

What Jesus Is Doing in My Life Today (2 Cor. 9:8):

● Be prepared to share your gospel story during next week’s Home Group meeting!
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Session Five:

A Strategy for Home Group Meetings
Introductory Questions for the Group:
● Read 2 Cor. 2:14-17 and discuss the following questions.

o What is God saying to you through this passage?
o Who is leading you in victory?
o What does it mean to be the aroma of Christ?
o What have you been commissioned to do?

● As you feel led, share the gospel story you wrote out last week. Constrain your story
to three or four minutes.

● What was it like to share your gospel story with others?
● Did you discover that you had any emotions or experiences in common with others

who shared their stories?
● What can you do to continue building confidence to articulate the gospel and share

your gospel story?

Study Outline:
I. Applying PIES in the Home Group Meeting

A. Remember: Home Groups are essentially "the church meeting in homes." You
have been scattered from HFC’s Large Group meetings into homes all across
Etowah County. As a Home Group, you are involved in at least four main activities:
1. Connecting people with other believers
2. Discipling believers toward spiritual maturity
3. Serving others in the name of Jesus
4. Sending group members out to start new Home Groups

B. The myNeighbor strategy (PIES: Pray, Identify, Engage, Share) was designed to
be implemented within the fourth component of Home Group life at HFC
(Sending). However, evangelism permeates all four Home Group components.
1. If all the members of every Home Group at Harvestfield Church caught a

vision of reaching their own neighborhoods with the gospel, how would HFC
be affected?

2. If a Home Group will commit to the myNeighbor strategy, it will need to
multiply. How should each Home Group at HFC view multiplication? What is
our Home Group’s plan for birthing a new group? (Who could lead a new
group? Where would the new group be planted? Who would remain in the
existing group? Who would be sent out to help start the new group?)

C. The myNeighbor strategy was designed to involve every member of a specific
Home Group working in partnership with one another. Individually, group
members are to seek God’s direction in sharing the gospel with the people in their
circles of responsibility. Collectively, the Home Group is a strategic environment in
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which groups members equip and encourage one another to successfully
implement the strategy.

D. What will our Home Group look like as we implement this strategy?
1. Pray: You will be praying together.

● For yourselves to experience a drawing toward the lost people around you
● For lost people to experience the Spirit working in their own lives
● For the group to be deeply knit together as partners in the gospel

2. Identify: You will be identifying your neighbors through geographical and
relational mapping.
● Completing and comparing neighborhood maps
● Comparing and sharing relational circles of responsibility

3. Engage: You will be engaging your neighbors as individuals with the goal of
inviting them to attend the Home Group meeting.
● Establishing a tangible gospel presence in your neighborhood
● Building intentional relationships with unbelievers
● Planning creative activities for your neighbors

4. Share: You will be sharing a gospel story in every Home Group meeting.
● Planning for different group members to share their stories each week
● Making gospel stories a routine part of the meeting agenda
● Ensuring that every new person invited to the meeting hears the gospel
● Seizing opportunities to expand upon gospel truths outside the meeting
● Multiplying as a result of evangelism as the Holy Spirit sets the pace

Notes:

23



Activity:

Developing a Missional Strategy
Take time this week to work on your missional strategy for engaging your neighbors.
Refer to the activity from session two where you identified those within your circles of
responsibility. Use the guide below to list activities, names, and next steps you need to
take in order to cultivate opportunities to share the gospel.

● Activity: List one to four activities you participate in throughout your week that place
you around people you can engage with the gospel.

● Non-believer: List the names of non-believers involved in the activities you listed that
you can begin praying for.

● Believer: List the names of other believers involved in these activities that you can
join with to pray, love, and serve those you are trying to reach with the gospel.

● Next Step: List the next step you can take in your relationship with those you have
identified in order to move toward an opportunity for gospel proclamation.

_______________     _______________     ________________     ________________
activity non-believer believer next step

_______________     _______________     ________________     ________________
activity non-believer believer next step

_______________     _______________     ________________     ________________
activity non-believer believer next step

_______________     _______________     ________________     ________________
activity non-believer believer next step

_______________     _______________     ________________     ________________
activity non-believer believer next step
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Session Six:

Thriving in an Environment of Partnership
Consider the following Scripture passages, and describe in your own words Paul’s
commitment to partnerships. How did his feedback strengthen the church? How did the
church reciprocate their mutual sense of love and partnership back to Paul?

● Phil. 2:19-24 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may
be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who
takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for his own
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved
himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the
gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me.
24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.

● Col. 4:7-9 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a
faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the
express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may
encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear
brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.

● 1 Thess. 3:6-10 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought
good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have
pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see
you. 7 Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were
encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you
are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return
for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and
day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is
lacking in your faith.

● Rom. 1:8-10 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your
faith is being reported all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve with my whole heart
in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you
10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God's will the way may
be opened for me to come to you.

● Phil. 1:3-6 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of
you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the
first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
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Activity:

Sharing What God Is Doing in Your Group
A strategy is only as effective as it is measurable. Without feedback and accountability,
there is no opportunity for assessment, adjustment, and improvement. Therefore, we are
asking each Home Group to provide monthly feedback in order to deepen our sense of
partnership in the gospel. Please write a couple of sentences in response to the
following questions.

1. Pray: Are your group members praying together with regard to evangelism? How is
God changing your hearts through prayer?

2. Identify: At what level do your group members understand the value of geographical
and relational responsibility? Have they identified their neighbors?

3. Engage: Do you have examples of your group members building relational
connections with their neighbors?

4. Share: Is one of your group members sharing a gospel story in every group meeting?

5. Connect: How many people currently attend your group at least once a month?

6. Disciple: What is your group studying together?

7. Serve: In what ways has your group served others recently?

8. Send: Do you see your group multiplying in the next 6-12 months? Why or why not?
Which of your group members could lead a new Home Group?
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