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A STUDY ON THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 26:1-5

1) Jesus knew that the time for the Cross would be soon. He said this in verse 2. He knew the 
crucifixion would be the end result of the plot against Him.
Who was involved in the plot against Jesus?
A. __________________ (Matthew 26:3)
B. __________________ (Matthew 26:3)
C. __________________ (Matthew 26:3)
D. __________________ (Matthew 26:14-16)

2) The biggest question we have is why these people would want to kill Jesus. Why did they? Why 
would these leaders oppose Jesus? Why would they have meetings to kill Him? We will look at Mark 
chapters 1 & 2 & 3 to help us answer these questions.
A. Mark 1:21-22 =

B. Mark 2:5-12 =

C. Mark 2:15-17 =

D. Mark 2:18 =

E. Mark 2:23-27 =

F. Mark 3:1-6 =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 26:6-13

1) This passage is also found in Mark 14 and John 12. We wonder why this event happened at all. 
The answers to these questions come from Jesus’ explanation in verses 10-13. Jesus appreciated 
what this woman did and chose to use this time to teach His disciples one more time. Should the 
Disciples have known what was coming?
Also see...
John 7:33
John 13:33
John 14:28
John 16:5
John 17:11 

A. Matthew 16:21-28 =

B. Matthew 20:17-19 =

C. Matthew 26:12 =



2
2) This woman “anoints” Jesus. What does this word mean? What did it mean in other Scriptures? 
Investigate them to help you learn why Jesus appreciated this woman so much?
A. Exodus 28:40-41, 29:29-30 =

B. 1 Samuel 9:14-10:1 =

C. 2 Samuel 5:2-4 =

D. Isaiah 61:1-2 =

3) Also, we see in these verses that the woman gave Jesus her all. She gave Jesus her best. She 
held nothing back. Jesus held what she did in honor. What do these additional verses say about 
giving your all to God? What is required to give your best in the Christian life?
A. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 =

B. Psalm 119:1-2 =

C. Proverbs 3:5-6 =

D. Ecclesiastes 9:10 =

E. Jeremiah 29:12-13 =

F. Joel 2:12-14 =

G. 1 Corinthians 14:12 =

H. 2 Timothy 1:6-7 =

I. Hebrews 12:4-11 =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 26:17-30

This passage recounts the beginnings of the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:20) [a.k.a. Communion 
(1 Corinthians 10:16), the Eucharist, The Lord’s Table (1 Corinthians 10:21), The Breaking of Bread 
(Acts 2:42), The Love Feast (2 Peter 2:13, Jude 12)]. All of these words or descriptions speak about 
the same ritual started by Jesus with His disciples.
Note the details about this first Communion:
A) WHEN? (26:17) =
B) WHERE? (26:18-19, Luke 22:7-13) =
C) WHO? (26:20) =
D) WHY? (1Corinthians 11:24-26) =
E) WHAT WAS USED? (26:26-27) =

Read and Review John 6:32-59. Does this passage relate to Communion? What does this passage 
say about bread or the fruit of the vine? Does any of it sound strange without the Last Supper? Write 
notes and think on this passage:
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Aaron Burr. Benedict Arnold. Alcibiades of Greece. Guy Fawkes. The Rosenburgs. Judas Iscariot. 
What do they have in common? Even if you only know one of these people’s names, you know that 
they are considered _______________.
Psalm 41:7-9
Psalm 55:12-14
Zechariah 11:7-13
Acts 1:15-20

The story of Jesus and Judas ends in three parts:
A) Matthew 26:14-16 =

B) Matthew 26:47-50 =

C) Matthew 27:3-10 =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 26:31-35 & MATTHEW 26:69-75

Jesus knows all the events that are ahead of Him. He even knows that His closest friends will leave 
Him to fend for Himself. Jesus cites Zechariah 13:7: 
________________________________________________________.

Jesus knows that Peter and the others will deny Him. Yet, the disciples (verse 35) all declare that 
they would not leave Him and would die with Him.

1) Peter is predicted to deny Jesus ___ times. The word “deny” comes from the Greek word that 
means “to disown or to renounce claim to.” Jesus tells Peter that He will disown Jesus three times.
A) 26:69-70 =
B) 26:71-72 =
C) 26:73-74 =
This third time is very significant. Peter calls down curses on himself and swears. Basically, Peter 
was cursing and swearing that he did not know Jesus. “As God as My witness.” “God strike me 
down.” “I swear on the Bible.” “Swear to God.”

2) It is interesting to note 26:75 and 27:3. Compare them and the two men whose remorse is 
recorded.
A) What is the difference in these two men and their stories?

B) Remorse usually comes because we have done something wrong and feel guilty about it. 
Remorse is guilt made physical. Look at these examples of guilt from Scripture and decide if remorse 
is part of the guilt experience:
1) Genesis 42:21 =
2) Numbers 21:7 =
3) 1 Chronicles 21:17 =
4) Ezra 9:6 =
5) John 8:9 =
6) Hebrews 12:16-17 =
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3) The word “deny” has some interesting background in the Bible and also carries with it some heavy 
theology as well. Look at these following verses and find out what is denied. How does God feel 
about the denial? Who is doing the denying? Is any of this present in your life? Dig deep into denial:
A) Exodus 23:6 =

B) Job 27:1-6 =

C) Lamentations 3:31-36 =

D) Luke 9:20-27 =

E) 2 Timothy 3:1-5 =

F) Titus 1:10-16 =

G) 2 Peter 2:1-10 =

H) 1 John 2:20-25 =

QUESTIONS ON MATTHEW 26:36-46 (Luke 22:39-46)

The scene in the Garden of Gethsemane (Geth-sem-an-ee) marks the beginning of Jesus’ willing 
march to the cross. This time happened right after the Last Supper. He went to the garden to pray. 
This time shows us how much Jesus was truly a human being.

1) Jesus takes __________, __________, and __________ with Him into the garden. He asked them 
to keep watch with Him. Verse 41 is a very telling verse. Jesus wanted the disciples to watch and 
pray so that they would avoid ____________.
A) Proverbs 1:10 =

B) Romans 6:13 =

C) Ephesians 6:13 =

D) 2 Peter 3:17-18 =

2) These verses seem to tell us that Jesus prayed all night. What was going on in the mind and heart 
of Jesus that would make Him pray all night long? We do not have to wonder about this!
A) Verse 38 =
B) Verse 39 =

=============================================================================
Can anyone ever really anguish to the point of sweating blood?
The answer is a resounding yes. There is a very rare phenomenon, a medical condition, in which an 
individual can, indeed, sweat blood. It is called hematidrosis, and it is associated with a high degree 
of psychological stress. “What happens is that severe anxiety causes the release of chemicals that 
break down the capillaries in the sweat glands. As a result, there’s a small amount of bleeding into 
these sweat glands, and the sweat comes out tinged with blood.” Lee Strobel, THE CASE FOR 
CHRIST, THE MEDICAL EVIDENCE, p. 195 (1998).
=============================================================================
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3) There are other occasions in Scripture where a person spent an entire night in prayer with God. 
Look at these instances below and note the feelings and circumstances around the person doing this:
A) Genesis 32:22-32 =

B) 1 Samuel 15:7-26 =

4a) The ’will of God’ is brought up by Jesus in His prayers. He was seeking some other means of 
saving humanity, but ultimately knew it had to be this way... God’s way. The ’will of God’ is His Plan 
and opinion of how life should go. “God’s will’ are the right choices and holiness in our lives. 
Investigate God’s will in these following verses:
A) Psalm 143:10 =

B) Matthew 6:9-13 =

C) Matthew 12:46-50 =

D) John 5:28-30 =

E) Romans 12:1-2 =

F) James 4:13-17 =

4b) It is interesting to note that we can pray what we want... Christ did. He knew God’s will, but 
prayed what He wanted. We can approach God with our honest feelings and desires. No matter what.
A) Judges 16:23-31 =

B) 1 Samuel 1:20 =

C) 1 Kings 3:4-15 =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 26:47-56

1) Who are those after Jesus? Verse 47 lists _________________ and _________________ as 
those who sent the armed men after Jesus. They sent men with swords and clubs after Jesus. 
Matthew’s account records that ’one of Jesus’ companions’ had a sword and struck one of the armed 
men. Read from Luke 22:50-51 and John 18:10-11 and construct a complete step-by-step account of 
Jesus’ arrest:

2) We see in this passage the willingness of Jesus to go on the cross. Verse 53-54 point this out so 
clearly. Jesus had at His command all of Heaven, yet the way of salvation is sacrifice, not force. This 
was all prophecy from the Old Testament and predicted by Jesus in His life:
A) Mark 8:31 =

B) Luke 9:22 =
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C) Luke 22:37 =
QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 26:57-67

1) Sanhedrin (San-heed-rin): Religious Ruling Court made up of (chief priests) + (Pharisees) + 
(Sadducees)

2) The chief priest, Caiaphas (Kay-ah-fass), finally asks/commands Jesus: “Tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.”
A) Jesus’ answer:
1) Matthew 26:64 = __________________________________

2) Mark 14:62 = _____________________________________

3) Luke 22:70 = _____________________________________

B) “I Am”
1) Exodus 3:14 =
2) John 8:54-59 =
3) Revelation 1:17-18 =

3) Jesus says to all that they would see Him coming in the clouds of Heaven. The Second Coming of 
Jesus is one of the great promises of the Bible. Jesus is coming back for those who believe in Him. 
Investigate these passages and write notes on what is hinted at for the Second Coming of Jesus:
A) Acts 1:11 =

B) 1 Corinthians 4:5 =

C) Jude 14-15 =

D) 1 Thessalonians 5:2 =

E) Revelation 1:4-8 =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 27:1-10

1) The morning came and the Sanhedrin wanted Jesus dead. Verse 2 records them taking Him to 
Pilate, the Roman governor. Only Romans leveled death sentences. The outcome now was certain. 
Jesus would die, but how was the question.

2) Judas Iscariot was the one who identified Jesus to the Sanhedrin and handed Him over. The price 
was 30 silver coins (Zechariah 11:12-13).
A) The Suicide of Judas
1) When was there a change in Judas? _____________________________________________

2) How did Judas try to make amends ? ____________________________________________

3) What was Judas’ confession? _________________________________________________

4) What was Judas’ ultimate solution? ____________________________________________



7
3) John 21:15-19 tells another part of the story of Simon Peter, who also betrayed Jesus. Peter 
denied Jesus three times and had went back to his old life (John 21:1-7).
A) Jesus asks Peter ____ times “Do You Love Me?”

B) Peter answers each time saying that he in fact loved Jesus. Each time Jesus gave him a 
command.
1) Verse 15:
2) Verse 16:
3) Verse 17:

C) Love for God means:

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 27:11-26

1a) Jesus had already told Caiaphas and the religious leaders that He was the Son of God. Pilate, in 
verse 11, asks Jesus a different question: ’Are you the king of the Jews?’ Read these passages and 
reflect on their meaning and then answer the questions afterward:
A) Isaiah 9:6-7 =

B) Jeremiah 23:5-6 =

C) Daniel 7:13-14 =

D) Micah 5:2 =

John 18:36-38: “Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." "You are a king, then!" 
said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, 
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 
"What is truth?" Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a 
charge against him.” (NIV)

1b) Was the Messiah to be a king? What royal line, if any, would this Messiah come from? Was the 
kingdom of the Messiah a physical or spiritual one?

2) Jesus stood before different individuals during His time of questioning. Some of them He answered 
and some of them He did not. Why would Jesus speak to some and then not give a defense in other 
circumstances?
A) Amos 5:12-13 =

B) Isaiah 42:2 =

C) Isaiah 53:7 =
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Good Words vs. Bad Words: The Bible is full of instruction about our words and their effect we have 
on those around us.
Proverbs 16:24, Proverbs 25:11, Ecclesiastes 10:12, Ecclesiastes 21:11. Isaiah 50:4, Psalm 34:13, 
Proverbs 13:3, Proverbs 21:23, James 1:26, 1 Peter 3:103) Sometimes, most times, we use words far 
too much. The Bible is full of instruction about our tongues and how best to handle them. This 
sometimes an issue that may get away from us. Look at these passages and reflect on their meaning 
for you and your tongue:
A) Proverbs 17:27 =

B) Matthew 5:37 =

C) Colossians 4:6 =

D) Titus 2:8 =

E) James 3:2 =

4) Pilate, we know, was a violent man. Yet, he had come under the watchful eye of Rome because of 
his brutality. In an effort to avoid an uprising, what did Pilate do?
A) Matthew 27:17-18 =

=============================================================================
Some history on Pontus Pilate:"At another time he used the sacred treasure of the temple, called 
corban (qorban), to pay for bringing water into Jerusalem by an aqueduct. A crowd came together 
and clamored against him; but he had caused soldiers dressed as civilians to mingle with the 
multitude, and at a given signal they fell upon the rioters and beat them so severely with staves that 
the riot was quelled." (The Aqueduct- Josephus, War 2.175-177, Antiq 18.60-62).

Josephus (Ant, XVIII, iv, 1, 2) gives an account of what happened to Pontius Pilate. A religious fanatic 
arose in Samaria who promised the Samaritans that if they would assemble on Mt. Gerizim, he would 
show them the sacred vessels which Moses had hidden there. A great many people came to the 
"sacred mountain" of the Samaritans ready to ascend the mountain, but before they could they were 
attacked by Pilate’s cavalry, and many of them were slaughtered.
The Samaritans therefore sent an ambassador to Vitellius, the legate of Syria, and accused Pilate of 
murdering innocent people. Pilate was removed from office and a man named Marcellus was put in 
his place.
Pilate was ordered to go to Rome and answer before the Emperor the charges made against him. 
Pilate went to Rome, but, before he could reach it, Tiberius died. From this point onward history 
knows nothing more of Pilate.
=============================================================================

B) Matthew 27:21 =

C) Matthew 27:23 =

D) Matthew 27:24 =



9
5) Pilate “washed his hands” of the whole situation when he saw not bowing to the crowds would 
cause an uprising. Other Scriptures speak of this practice:
A) Deuteronomy 21:1-9 =

B) Psalm 26:1-6 =

6) We see that the Roman governor found no cause to crucify Jesus. He was innocent in a court of 
law (note verse 19). Yet, Jesus was still sent to be crucified.
A) John 1:29-31 =

B) 1 Peter 1:18-21 =

C) Revelation 5:1-14 =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 27:27-31

1) Verses 27-31 describe the beginning of the humiliation and torture of Jesus. The verses seem 
rather brief compared to the reality of what happened. Use a Bible Dictionary, Internet, or 
commentary to help you discover the reality of the time Jesus spent with the soldiers:
VERSE PHRASE REALITY, FURTHER DESCRIPTION, RESULT FOR JESUS
27:26 “he had Jesus flogged” 
27:27 “company of soldiers” 
27:29 “set it on His head” 
27:29 “mocked Him” 
27:30 “spit” 
27:30 “struck him” 
27:31 “clothes on Him” 
Additional Notes:

2) Why a crown of thorns? We understand that they were mocking Jesus as King, but why thorns? Is 
there a deeper meaning behind the thorns, rather than, that’s just the plant that was lying around. 
Study these verses and note the emphasis and where thorns are used. What are thorns associated 
with?
A) Genesis 3:14-19 =

B) Numbers 33:50-56 =

C) Judges 9:6-21 =

D) Micah 7:2-4 =
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3) Christ experienced all human emotions, especially before and on the cross. He experienced 
abandonment, betrayal, humiliation, belittling, etc. He experienced pain on all levels: physical, 
emotional, spiritual. Look at the events and what happened to Jesus and put them in these 
categories:
PHYSICAL EMOTIONAL SPIRITUAL

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 27:32-44

1) Simon of Cyrene was a man in the crowds and was forced to carry the cross with Jesus. This man 
is not recorded after these verses. What happened to him? We do not know. Yet, Cyrene is 
mentioned elsewhere in Scriptures:
A) Acts 2:10 =
B) Acts 11:20 =
C) Acts 13:1 =

2) Both the words “Golgotha” (Latin Word) and “Calvary” (Aramaic Word) mean “the skull” or “the 
place of the skull.”

3) The sign above Jesus read, “This is Jesus, King of the Jews.”
A) Mark 15:25-26, Luke 23:37-38 =
B) John 19:19-22 =
1) How many languages was the sign written in and why?

2) What is the reaction of the people?

3) What does Pilate’s statement about the sign tell you about him?

4) Verses 40-44 recount the name calling and insults that were “heaped on Him.” They level many “if” 
questions and tests on Jesus. They ask them and imply them in all their shouts at Jesus:
A) “Ifs”
1) Verse 40:
2) Verse 40:
3) Verse 42:
4) Verse 43:

B) Questions about the insults:
1) Could Jesus have done what they asked of Him?

2) What would have happened if He did come down off the cross>

3) What implications would there have been for Jesus giving in?

4) Why could Jesus not come down off the cross?
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QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 27:45-56
1) Several miraculous events happened while Jesus was on the cross. Specifically at the time of His 
death. Investigate these miracles that gave God’s stamp of presence at the cross.
A) Miracle of Nature (verse 45):  _____________________________________
1) Exodus 10:14-15 =

2) Joshua 10:12-14 =

3) 2 Kings 20:9-11 =

4) Isaiah 50:3, Joel 2:31, Revelation 9:2 =

5) Zephaniah 1:14-15 =

B) Miracle of Physics (verse 51): _____________________________________
1) Hebrews 10:4 =

2) Hebrews 9:11-12 =

C) Miracle of Nature (verse 51): _____________________________________
1) Exodus 19:18 =

2) Psalm 18:7, Psalm 68:8 =

3) Nahum 1:3-5 =

4) Revelation 6:12-17 =

D) Miracle of Nature (verses 52-53): __________________________________
1) Who?
2) When?
3) Why?

E) Miracle of the Heart (verse 54):____________________________________
1) What had these soldiers done to Jesus that day?

2) What had these soldiers seen? (Mark 15:39)

3) What was the soldiers’ conclusions?

2) Jesus was far from alone during His crucifixion. He had people there who supported them. He had 
people there who hated Him. He had people there who neither cared one way or another. Most of 
them watched from a distance. Search the Gospel accounts and come up with a list of who they 
were:
__________________ __________________ __________________ __________________

__________________ __________________ __________________ __________________
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QUESTIONS FOR 27:62-66

1) The _____________ and the _____________ did not let sleeping dogs lie. They again went to 
Pilate. They remembered the words of Jesus: 
____________________________________________________________.

2) Pilate responded to their request:
A) Verse 65:
B) Verse 65:
C) Verse 66:
D) Verse 66:

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 28:1-10

1) Chapter 28 begins on the morning of the third day. _____________ and _____________ went to 
the tomb.

2) Verses 2-7 record for us the arrival of an angel of God. Luke (24:4-6) records there are two 
angels.
A) Angels are found all throughout the Bible. We find these messengers of God doing the work God 
has
for them. What tasks do we see them perform in the Bible?
1) Exodus 14:19 =
2) Psalm 91:11 =
3) Daniel 6:22 =
4) Luke 1:11-20 =
5) Luke 1:26-38 =
6) Luke 2:8-14 =
7) Revelation 12:7-9 =

B) Additional questions about this angel who arrives on the third day:
1) What did he do?

2) What did he look like?

3) What did he say?

3) Verse 6 is so very significant to all Christian people. This verse, spoken by the messenger of the 
Lord, was the greatest news ever spoken on earth. Take each of the phrases and write down an 
implication or a meaning for each. What questions for the women do these phrases answer? What 
questions for us today to they answer?
Oddly enough, where Jesus “lay” was important at His birth as well as at His death.
See Luke 2:16
See Matthew 28:6 A) “He is not here” =

B) “He has risen” =

C) “just as He said” =
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D) “come and see” =

E) “the place where He lay” =

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 28:11-15

1) We should note that no one seemed to dispute the fact that Jesus was not in the tomb. This was 
an understood truth by the Roman guards and the chief priests and the women and the disciples.

2) There are many theories that try and prove that Jesus was not alive and that someone stole the 
body. Yet, this seems highly unlikely from any of the groups involved.
A) _________________ wouldn’t have taken the body. They sentenced Him. They wanted Jesus 
dead.
B) _________________ wouldn’t have taken the body. They wanted Him to stay dead.
C) _________________ had nothing to gain and everything to lose by stealing the body. Why would 
they
want to live a life of deprivation and suffering and then be tortured to death for a lie? If this had been a
charade, certainly one of them would have broken ranks under torture and told the truth.
D) ________________ wouldn’t have stolen the body. That’s what the soldiers and the seal were for.

QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 28:16-20

1) Jesus gives the disciples the Great Commission. It is the mission that would be the rest of their 
lives. It describes in detail the evangelistic effort by Christians.
A) Where were the disciples and Jesus?

B) What did Jesus tell them to do?
1) Command (verse 19): ____

2) The activity (verse 19): _________________________________________________________

3) How? (Verse 20): _____________________________________________________________

C) What was Jesus’ promise in verse 20? 
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JESUS’ DEATH RECORDED IN HISTORY

1) Tacitus, a Roman historian, in his Annals, c. AD 115, describes the Roman Emperor Nero’s actions 
after the great fire of Rome, c. AD 64:"...Nero fabricated scapegoats-and punished...Christians (as 
they were popularly called). Their originator, Christ, had been executed in Tiberius’ reign by the 
governor of Judaea, Pontius Pilatus."

2) Lucian, Greek satirist, second century AD, alludes to Christ: "...the man who was crucified in 
Palestine because he introduced this new cult into the world.... Furthermore, their first lawgiver 
persuaded them that they were all brothers one of another after they have transgressed once for all 
by denying the Greek gods and by worshipping that crucified sophist himself and living under his 
laws."

3) Thallus, a Samaritan-born historian, c. AD 52, quoted by Julius Africanus, c. AD 221: "Thallus, in 
the third book of his histories, explains away this darkness at the time of the crucifixion] as an eclipse 
of the sun- unreasonable, of course, because a solar eclipse could not take place at the time of the 
full moon, and it was the time of the pascal full moon when Christ died."

4) Letter of Mara Bar-Serapion, after AD 73 (this letter resides in the British Museum): "What 
advantage did the Jews gain from executing their wise King? It was just after that, that their kingdom 
was abolished....But Socrates did not die for good; he lived on in the teaching of Plato. Pythagoras 
did not die for good; he lived on in the statue of Hera. Nor did the wise King die for good; he lived on 
in the teaching which he had given."

5) Josephus, Jewish historian (AD 37-100) wrote of Jesus: "At this time there was a wise man called 
Jesus, and his conduct was good, and he was known to be virtuous. Many people among the Jews 
and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. But 
those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had 
appeared to them three days after his crucifixion and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps 
the Messiah, concerning whom the prophets have reported wonders."


