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THE CONGREGATION WILL RESPOND WITH THE BOLD VERSES. 

 
WORSHIP PREPARATION  We prepare our hearts and minds for Worship. 
 
PRELUDE    
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The congregation stands. 
 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN    How Long, O God (ELW 698) 
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
The congregation sits or kneels as able. 
 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 
The congregation stands.   
 
 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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WE PRAISE GOD 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P: We pray together. 
C: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. 

Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice 
for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 32:22-31 
 
A reading from Genesis. 
 

22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children 
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 
everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What 
is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, 
but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob 
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there 
he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet 
my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  121 
The congregation is asked to respond with the bold verses. 
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
5 the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
 
A reading from 2 Timothy. 
 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God 
may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent 
whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost 
patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, 
but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
desires 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be 
sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The congregation stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 18: 1-8 
P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He said, 
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city 
there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 
4 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect 
for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he 
delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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CHILDREN'S SERMON 
All children are invited to come to the sanctuary steps for a special “Children’s Message”. 
 
SERMON                REV. THOMAS A. CASSEM 
 
The congregation stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517) 
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APOSTLES CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The congregation sits or kneels as able. 
 
L: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

L: We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe, 
bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts 
toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty 

of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos. 
God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the 

earth. Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of 
the entire world. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and 

strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and heal 
those who suffer. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: We pray for this congregation. O God, who guides this congregation, encourage us 

to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Nurture our relationships with the 
community, that we serve and advocate for those who come to us in need. God of 
grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: We lift up to you all who are on our hearts and minds, silently or spoken (A brief silence for 

Petitions).  God of grace, 
C: receive our prayer. 
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L: We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never end, 

we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
The congregation stands. 
 
 
SHARING OUR LORD’S PEACE 
The minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.     
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING    
Offerings are given for the mission of the Church. 
 
ANTHEM   You Are My Hiding Place 
 
The congregation stands. 
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OFFERING SONG  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (ELW 752) 
 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: We pray together. 
C: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 

whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 
know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
All Christians are invited to commune at the Lord’s Table to receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the 
bread and wine of Holy Communion. Those who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing.  
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

The Minister leads us in the Words of Institution (Not Printed). 
Please direct your attention to the Altar. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
The congregation is seated; please come forward to receive the bread and wine as directed by the Ushers.     
 
 

 
COMMUNION SONG   Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN   Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717) 
 
  

 
 
 
 
After all have communed, the congregation stands. 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: We pray together. 
C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
WE ARE SENT 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624) 

 
DISMISSAL   
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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