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WELCOME

A heartfelt welcome is offered to all who worship with us this morning: members and
visitors. If you are visiting today and do not have a home church in this area we invite you to
consider joining our fellowship.

We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion every Sunday. All Christians are invited to
commune with us at the Lord’s Table to receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the bread and
wine of Holy Communion. If you are unable to take both the bread and the wine, please know that
whichever you choose to receive brings with it the full promise that your sins are forgiven, you are
granted new life in this world that continues into the next and that you receive the promise of
salvation.

Please contact Pastor Tom Cassem at (843) 469-3630 (phone or text) or email
tomcassem@gmail.com if you or another member of the parish is sick, moves into a rehab,
assisted living or nursing care, is hospitalized, or having surgery or if you need Pastoral assistance.

Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #24189. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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THE CONGREGATION WILL RESPOND WITH THE BOLD VERSES.

WORSHIP PREPARATION

We prepare our hearts and minds for Worship.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation stands.

GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254)
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bormn thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.

born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.
by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P:

In the name of the Father,
and of the I+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The congregation sits or kneels as able.

C:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The congregation stands.

GREETING

P:

C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



ADVENTHYMN We Are Waiting for Jesus (ACS 905)
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1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing

I r
in your

prom-ise.

Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace
We are wait - ing for Je - sus Je - sus brings peace

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress



PRAYER FOR LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
P: We pray together.

C: Praise to you, O God, who lives with us,
sharing our flesh and bones.
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed,
so we dream and wait for you.
Bless us and let your face shine upon us,
more radiant than these candles,
and more dear than all else we seek.
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good,
and banish all our fears.
We pray in the name of Emmanuel,
your promised child and our Savior.
Amen.

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247)

Verses 1-4
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - .
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y.
3 Come now and set us free, Q) God, our Sav - ior.
4  Come, Hope of u - ni -ty make us  one bod - y.
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Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.

Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947: tr. Marion Pope
Music: 0SOSO, Geonyong Lee, b, 1947
Text and music © Geonyong Lee

All Advent candles are lit as the hymn is sung.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: We pray together.

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free

us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The congregation is seated.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16

Areading from Isaiah.

"The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, "' “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” '? But Ahaz said, “l will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” "*Then
Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my
God also? ' Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. '° He shall eat curds and honey by the time he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. '° For before the child knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 80:1-7,17-19
The congregation is asked to respond with the bold verses.

"Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
?In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
°Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
“0 LoRD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
®You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
°You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
" Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
'8 And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
' Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7

Areading from Romans.

" Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, ? which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, ° the gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according to the flesh “ and was declared to be Son of God with
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
®through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, °including you who are called to belong to Jesus

Christ,
’To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The congregation stands to welcome the gospel.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1% chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'® Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. ' Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. *° But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. >' She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” ** All this took place to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

# “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” > When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife > but had no marital relations with her until she had given
birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
All children are invited to come to the sanctuary steps for a special “Children’s Message”.

SERMON REV. THOMAS A. CASSEM

The congregation stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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far and nigh: in strengthand beau - ty come and stay;
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tyr - an - ny;  from depths of hell your peo - ple save,
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teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic -try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - 1a - el.

O come, O Key of David, come,

and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;

O Sun of justice, now draw near.

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

O come, O King of nations, come,

O Cornerstone that binds in one:

refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg IFortress.
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The congregation sits or kneels as able.

L:

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits through
the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we proclaim your advent
among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts with

wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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L: You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice and care
for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces of our
neighbors. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt
overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the challenges of
depression, or who are ill. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities of
support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide safety for
all children and those who care for them. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: We lift up to you all who are on our hearts and minds, silently or spoken (A brief silence for
Petitions). God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service.

Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we are held
in your in love. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

C: Amen.

The congregation stands.

SHARING OUR LORD’S PEACE
The minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The congregation is seated.
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OFFERING
Offerings are given for the mission of the Church.

ANTHEM The Angel Gabriel Choir

The congregation stands.

OFFERING SONG My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (ELW 251)
Vs. 1
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -ly is your name.

Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

OFFERING PRAYER
P: We pray together.
C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed

us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT

HOLY COMMUNION

All Christians are invited to commune at the Lord’s Table to receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the
bread and wine of Holy Communion. Those who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a
blessing.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The Minister leads us in the Words of Institution (Not Printed).
Please direct your attention to the Altar.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE
P: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.

The congregation is seated; please come forward to receive the bread and wine as directed by the Ushers.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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The congregation will sing the Communion Hymn until all have communed.

COMMUNION HYMN Away in a Manger (ELW 277)

z\%@;g-,‘ilii[.

== e
I A -way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing;the ba - by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
0 | — e ———
T T 75—
\\aY A - | | | D)
J & r
Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. [ love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
Pl | s D s s s s T |
i I I I I = & I I
R e L
down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

After all have communed, the congregation stands.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION PRAYER

P: We pray together.

C: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in
therisen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WE ARE SENT

BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and F give you peace.
C: Amen.
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SENDING SONG Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289)
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing -ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;

0

Y ! ! ! ! I ! ! K .
e
J T T r T
and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n -ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord,the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Keep Awake!
C: Thanks be to God.
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