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WELCOME 
A heartfelt welcome is offered to all who worship with us: members and  visitors. If you are 
visiting today and do not have a home church in this area we invite you to consider joining our 
fellowship. Please take a minute to sign our guest book. 
 
In case of any emergency during the Worship service, the Organist will call 911. 
 
We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion  this evening.  All Christians are invited to 
commune with us at the Lord’s Table to receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the bread and 
wine of Holy Communion. If you are unable to take both the bread and the wine, please know that 
whichever you choose to receive brings with it the full promise that your sins are forgiven, you are 
granted new life in this world that continues into the next and that you receive the promise of 
salvation.  
 
Please contact Pastor Tom Cassem at (843) 469-3630 (phone or text) or email 
tomcassem@gmail.com if you or another member of the parish is sick, moves into a rehab, 
assisted living or nursing care, is hospitalized, or having surgery or if you need Pastoral assistance. 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Cassem Organist: Linda Amick 

Acolyte: Aidan Ard Lector/Prayer Leader: Jerry Derrick 

Altar Guild: Betty Jo Amick Communion Asst.: Betty Jo Amick 

Ushers: 
Albert Amick 
Sam Barrett 
Jerry Derrick  

Counters: Dan Caudle 
Hazel Caudle 

 
 

 

Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24189.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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THE CONGREGATION WILL RESPOND WITH THE BOLD VERSES. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of 
the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds 
us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare 
that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the 
light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
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PRELUDE    
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The congregation stands. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

This night.... 
 unknown ages for the time when God created the heavens and earth and then 

formed man and woman in his own image; 
 several thousand years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as 

a sign of the covenant; 
 twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 
 thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt; 
 eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
 one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 

 

in 
 the sixty-fifth week according to the prophecy of Daniel; 
 the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
 the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; 
 the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

 
the whole world being at peace, 
 

Jesus Christ, 
The eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his 
most merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, and nine months have 
passed since his conception, was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin Mary. 

 
This night is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 
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GATHERING CAROL     O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 
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NATIVITY DIALOGUE 
 
P: Blessed is he who comes as king, who comes in the name Lord. 
C:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 
P:  I will hear what the Lord God has to say— 
C:  a voice that speaks for peace. 
 
P: Peace for all people and for his friends 
C: and those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 
P: His help is near for those who fear him, 
C:  and his glory will live in our land. 
 
P: Blessed is he who comes as a king, who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 
 
 
 
THE NATIVITY PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C: Almighty God, 

you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the 
world.  We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the 
old slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 
 
 
ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN  Come Now, O Prince of Peace  (ELW 247) 
     

 
 
 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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THE STORY OF THE NATIVITY 
 

 
Isaiah 40: 1-5,11  The Ancient Prophecies of the Messiah’s Coming 
 
A reading from the 40th chapter of Isaiah: 
 
1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms 
 and carry them in his bosom and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL   Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 
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Luke 2: 1-7   The Nativity of Our Lord 
 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel of St. Luke, the 2nd chapter:  
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL   O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 
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Luke 2: 8-14    The Nativity of Our Lord 
 
Our Reading from St. Luke continues:  
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.”  

 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!” 

 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 
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Luke 2: 15-20    The Nativity of Our Lord 
 
Our Reading from St. Luke continues:  
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL   It Came upon the Midnight Clear (ELW 282) 
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
All children are invited to come to the sanctuary steps for a special “Children’s Message”. 

 
 
HOMILY                REV. THOMAS A. CASSEM 
 
The congregation stands. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL    Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
The congregation sits or kneels as able. 
 
 
 

L: Let us pray:   O Heavenly Father, on this blessed night when you became a 
human being to redeem us, we marvel at your love.  Isaiah is singing and his 
joy is overwhelming. The great light shines on all who have walked in 
darkness. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: You come to us as a child this night. You are the Wonderful Counselor, the 

Mighty God,  the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  You are our king!  
We thank you for your salvation, for your glory, and for your marvelous work 
that makes the heavens glad and the earth rejoice. Lord, in your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer.  
 
L: We have heard the angel's counsel to Mary and Joseph and to the 

shepherds in the field, “Do not be afraid.”  Help us to not be afraid as 
strange and wondrous gifts of your love come also to us. Be with all people 
who are afraid this night and give them your comfort and your peace. Lord, in 
your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer.  
 
L: You break all oppressor's rods, even our own yokes to sin.  Bring the leaders 

of all nations of our world to follow your lead and rule their people with 
justice and love. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer.  
 
L: Lord Jesus, though there was no room for you in the inn, you were born 

anyway. Come to the mangers of our individual lives, the rudest places of 
our need, and be born in us again, that we might be born again in you.  Lord, 
in your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer.  
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L: O God of all Grace, hear the prayers we lift up to you, silent or spoken (A 

brief silence for Petitions).  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  Hear our prayer.  
 
L: As we joyfully kneel at the manger and rejoice with the shepherds, we ask 

that throughout the year you continue to instill in us the same devotion we 
feel tonight.  Keep us strong in our dedication to our newborn King.  We ask 
this in his name.   

C:  Amen 
 
The congregation stands. 

 
 
 
SHARING OUR LORD’S PEACE 
The minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.     
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
The congregation is seated. 

 
 
 
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL OFFERING Before the Marvel of this Night  
      Choir 
 
The congregation stands. 
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THE GIFT OF OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All Christians are invited to commune at the Lord’s Table to receive the Body and Blood of Christ 
in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Those who do not yet commune are welcome to come 
forward for a blessing.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

The Minister leads us in the Words of Institution (Not Printed). 
Please direct your attention to the Altar. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation is seated; please come forward to receive the bread and wine as directed by the 
Ushers.     
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CAROL DURING COMMUNION   Away in a Manager (ELW 278) 
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CAROL DURING COMMUNION  I Wonder As I Wander (WOV 642) 

 
After all have communed, the congregation stands. 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

HYMN   Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW 281) 

 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL   
P: Glory to God in the Highest! Go in joy! 
C: Thanks be to God. 


