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Last week’s Gospel presented a powerful lesson: we are to look to Christ with total trust to provide for what we need to 
support this body and life. It is very much the same point that comes up in a little over a month on the Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity, where our Lord admonishes us in the Sermon on the Mount to not be anxious about what we will eat, drink, 
or wear, because just as the Father feeds the birds of the air and clothes the lilies of the field, He will all the more feed and 
clothe you. We are to rest confident that our Father in heaven will provide for us. He does that through others, through 
people in our lives and community, who serve as His hands of care and provision. We make our needs known; first to 
God in prayer, commending it to He who already knows what we need, yet who also invites us to ask. We make our needs 
known also to those in our lives who are given us to serve and help us, again, this is a part of the church’s work. You 
cannot read the epistles of Paul or John, you cannot read the history of the early Church in Acts, and miss that there was a 
concerted effort to care for those fellow Christians in need. 
 
You need not fret, you need not worry, you need not give undue attention to what you shall eat, what you shall drink, 
what you shall wear. The Gentiles, the pagans, who do not have the true God as their Father, who do not know God as 
the One who looks upon us with the compassionate heart of a true Father, they worry about these things. 
 
In the very next chapter after our Lord says all this, as He draws to the end of His Sermon on the Mount, He speaks of 
what we are to be concerned about. He tells us what to be attentive to. He speaks of something that we are not just to 
trust that it will be taken care of by Him, rather we are to be aware and active, proactive, on alert. “Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” We are commanded to use 
God’s name rightly. We pray in the Lord’s Prayer for His name to be hallowed, that is, treated as holy by His Word being 
taught in its truth and purity and by the children of God leading holy lives according to God’s Word. Luther comments 
on this a bit more in the Large Catechism: In the first place, then, God’s name is profaned when people preach, teach, and say in God’s 
name what is false and misleading. They use His name like an ornament and attract a market for falsehood. That is, indeed, the greatest way 
to profane and dishonor the divine name (LC III 41).  
 
Notice what he says there, and it’s absolutely correct: the greatest danger to us, the greatest sin against God’s name, is false 
teaching, saying that God has said something when He has not. Saying God hasn’t said something when He clearly has. 
Jesus warns us of this. There are false teachers who use God’s name, who will cry out, “Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy,” did we not speak, “in Your name?” And Jesus will say to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
workers of lawlessness.” There is a harsher judgment on false teachers, because false teaching leads others astray, 
deludes other souls and sends them to hell. That is why Jesus gives this warning. He preaches the truth throughout the 
Sermon on the Mount, sets forth the pure doctrine that saves our souls, but He also warns against error. 
 
And yet we are so often preoccupied with other things, fretting over what God will take care of, neglecting the holy task 
of judging doctrine. What sorts of things do you pray for? If you’re like me, most of the things you pray for fall under the 
Fourth Petition, the things that have to do with the support and needs of the body. I’m sick, I want to feel better. The 
economy is a wreck, Lord, please grant relief and bring prosperity to our land, please grant that I may be able to support 
my family. I’m going to be driving, please keep me safe on my travels. These are fine and good things to desire and 
commend to God. But our problem is two-fold: (1) after doing that we keep thinking about it and worrying about what we 
are going to do to take care of it; and (2) that is often the only kind of thing we pray for.  
 
Here is where the Small Catechism is a marvelous aid to us. It teaches us the kinds of things our Lord would have us pray 
for. Daily bread, all the things of this body and life, are certainly included. But there is far more: that God’s Word be 
taught in its truth and purity; that we lead holy lives according to that Word of God; for us to be given the Holy Spirit that 
we might believe His holy Word and lead godly lives; that God would break and hinder the devil, world, and our sinful 
flesh which don’t want us to do this; that we would be forgiven of our sins, for we daily sin much and deserve nothing but 
punishment; that we would sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us; that God would guard and 
keep us in times of temptation; that we may finally overcome devil, world, and flesh, and have the victory in Christ; that 
we would be preserved in the faith through all the evils of this life, and finally die a holy death in Christ Jesus. See, dear 
Christian, how you are invited to ask for far, far more than what this body needs.  
 



Connecting many of these petitions is the battle against false teaching, what the devil speaks, what the world snatches up 
and promotes, and what your own sinful nature wants to believe. False teaching comes from the devil. It is a lie. It is a lie 
that murders souls. That is what Jesus says in John chapter 8: “the devil…was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies he speaks out of his own character, 
for he is a liar and the father of lies” (v. 44). The devil lies. Those lies murder souls. In Genesis 3 the devil called into 
question the truth of what God had said, “Did God really say…?” Then he straight up denied God’s Word, telling a lie 
that was the mirror opposite of what God had said: “You will not surely die.” And in getting Adam and Eve to believe 
that lie, Satan got them to turn from God’s Word, the only thing that gives life, and to follow the lie. In so doing, they 
died. They were estranged from God and one another.  
 
Here’s the thing we need to keep in mind: in both Genesis 3 and Matthew 7 the falsehood looks good. Satan does not 
show up in a red suit, holding a pitchfork, grinning behind an immaculately-trimmed pointy black beard, twirling his 
pointy tail. He comes off as Adam and Eve’s pal. That, unlike God, he wants what’s good for them. The fruit not given 
them to eat is not bad. It looks good. Just like the lies and false teachings you are confronted with. The false prophets our 
Lord speaks of are ravenous wolves but they pass themselves off as sheep, gentle and harmless, because they can quote 
the Bible. Satan himself does this in the second temptation of our Lord in Matthew 4. To our shame, Satan probably 
knows the Bible better than we do. The artwork on the bulletin cover is a painting called The Preaching of the Antichrist. I’ll 
just hazard a guess, but if it weren’t for the horned devil standing behind and whispering in his ear, we’d probably guess 
the central figure is Jesus. That’s the point. False teaching often sounds good. It often sounds nicer, easier to swallow, 
than the truth. It looks successful, more so than true teaching.  
 
Hopefully now, if not already, you are convinced that you need to do what Jesus says, “Beware of false prophets.” They 
are a real danger, Jesus says so. Believe Him. So how do you recognize these false prophets? If you can’t rely on how good 
it sounds or attractive it looks, how do you know? Here again, our Lord tells us: “you will recognize them by their 
fruits.” The fruit on a tree tells you what it is. The fruit of a prophet, of a preacher, is his teaching. That is how you tell a 
false teacher from a faithful one. What does he teach? Hearing what a preacher preaches, don’t ask “How does it make me 
or others feel? Do I like this, is it appealing or entertaining to me? Is it going to lead to a more comfortable or prosperous 
life, is it going to make other people like me more if I believe this?” The only question you need to ask is “Does it line up 
with Scripture? Is it in accord with what God teaches us in His holy Word?” That is what God instructs Joshua to do: 
stick to the law of Moses, the written Word of God. Know it, “meditate upon it day and night.”  
 
This is why a Christian is never done learning. In about a month’s time, young people in the congregation will have the 
opportunity to begin or continue their instruction in the catechism. The end, the goal, of that instruction is admission to 
the Sacrament of the Altar, not the end of their learning. When new members join our congregation from another church 
body, or come into the Christian faith through baptism, that does not mark the end of their instruction. Because the devil 
never stops speaking his lies. He never ceases his attempts to deceive or mislead. The world is unending in its production 
of false gods, empty hopes, and vain promises. And your flesh is never tired of wanting to believe and pursue it all. 
 
You need to be concerned for the Word of God. That you hear it rightly taught, purely preached, that you take it up every 
day as the treasure that makes every day holy. You need to watch out for what stands against that Word; out there in the 
world. God forbid, here in this church. And in yourself. Does your life, do the thoughts and beliefs you cling to, stand 
with or against Holy Scripture? Here again, the Small Catechism is an excellent measure of that, this is why every one of 
you needs to know it, not just once, long ago under pastor so-and-so so that you could get confirmed. Take it up each day 
in the Congregation at Prayer.  
 
In a sermon on this text, Luther makes this comment: “where a Christian is diligent, possessing nothing more than the 
catechism, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the words of our Lord about baptism and the 
Sacrament of the Altar, he could defend himself very nicely with them and hold his own against all heresies.” 
 
You need to know this. This is how you separate truth from lies. And the lies today are on the increase. Many churches 
and pastors, some in our own fellowship, speak more the language of the world’s conversation than the sound pattern of 
words given in the Bible. Simply bearing the stamp “LCMS,” or being published by Concordia Publishing House, or 
graduating from one of our universities or seminaries, is not a guarantee of orthodoxy. You need to know the truth by 
which you can measure what you see and hear, and that truth is given in Holy Scripture. 
 



Think of it this way: when a soldier is ready to storm an enemy position, does he say, “Well, I have all the rounds of 
ammunition that my rifle can hold, that’s all I need, I’m all set,” and then continues on with his tent, his shovel, all his 
personal effects? It is possible. He could survive and take the enemy position. But that is not what a good soldier does. A 
good soldier drops what he doesn’t need for the assault so he can move more quickly, and he grabs more ammunition, a 
few grenades, secures his bayonet. He wants ample ammunition, as much as he can carry so that he can get the job done.  
 
Is it possible to just show up in church once a week on Sunday morning, get the three readings and the Word of God in 
the liturgy and a faithful sermon and be fine? Sure. Is it possible for your children to remain in the faith into which they 
are baptized if they read a Bible story and talk about it in Sunday School each week, then get to pastor’s catechism class 
for a couple years, and that’s really the limit of the faith in your family life? By God’s grace, yes, it is possible. But such 
approaches are foolish and deluded. Our enemy is awfully secure and stubborn. He is determined to defeat you far more 
than you may realize. And more than you, he wants your children. He pursues them in what they see and hear. I implore 
you, let what they see and hear be filled with God’s Word!  
 
Avail yourself of God’s Word, here in the Divine Service, to be sure. In Bible Class, or our Book Group. But if nothing 
else, in the regular, daily use of Scripture and catechism that you are given each week in the Congregation at Prayer. This is 
where and how our Lord gives you the weapon to wield against all the false teachings that surround you. Apart from this 
Word there is only wickedness, sin, and sheer madness. “Protect us from this, heavenly Father!” If it were simply a matter 
of our own strength and commitment, we’d each fail miserably. But our God is gracious, giving His Gospel to us in a 
myriad of ways, unceasingly offering you the shield and buckler of His Word, for you to take refuge in, to gladly hear and 
learn, to call upon Him in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. “Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven!” 
 
 
 
 


