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Today’s Gospel describes the calling of Jesus’ apostles. He called specific men to a specific task. We have their names 
listed in all four Gospels. We have their duties spelled out by Jesus’ commands to them: here, when He first calls them, 
and at the end of the Gospels before His ascension. They were to preach the Gospel. They were to baptize in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. They were to teach to the baptized the same doctrine that they 
themselves received from Jesus. They were to administer the Lord’s Supper. They were to forgive the sins of penitent 
sinners and to retain the sins of the impenitent. After three years of instruction, Jesus sent them out to do the work of the 
Ministry, the service to His Church. This is what Jesus has continued to do for the past 2,000 years. Jesus continues to call 
and send pastors to do these same things today. Let us consider three things about this office: First, it is Jesus Christ 
Himself who acts through the Ministry He has established. Second, no one is worthy to enter the office of the Ministry 
except by God’s grace alone. Third, only those whom God calls may serve as Ministers, and yet every Christian has the 
duty to defend the faith. 

I. 
First, it is Jesus Christ Himself who acts through the Ministry He has established. If Jesus were merely a man, whatever 
He established would be merely human and would pass away. But Jesus is not merely a man. He is God in human flesh. 
His miraculous catch of fish proves it. Jesus was raised the son of a carpenter, not the son of a fisherman. How did He 
know that if Simon did as He instructed that he would catch a boatload of fish? He knew because He was God and God 
knows everything. He knew because He was God and He put the fish there. Not a blade of grass grows, not a bird falls 
from the sky except by His will. Jesus is the LORD God of Israel. 
 
Simon, later to be called Peter, didn’t question Jesus. He didn’t argue with Him, insisting that he’s been a fisherman for 
years and knows how to catch fish better than some carpenter’s son. Peter did as Jesus commanded. Simon said, “Master, 
we toiled all night and took nothing! But at Your word I will let down the nets.” The Minister of Christ is just that; 
he is a servant of Christ. He does what Christ says to do and says what Christ says to say. In this way, it is Jesus Christ 
Himself who is acting and speaking through His Ministers. This is not a foreign concept to us. When you tell one of your 
kids to tell the other children to do something, if the other children don’t listen, even after being told, “Mom or Dad 
says…” they are in trouble note because they didn’t listen to their sibling, but because they are disobeying you. 
 
Now, if Jesus knows enough to tell Peter where to catch fish, He certainly also knows enough to tell His Ministers today 
how to catch sinners in the net of God’s grace. So we say and we do as He says we should. Nothing more or less will do. 
Ministers of the church sometimes stop saying what Jesus says to say and stop doing what Jesus says to do. They’ll do or 
say something else. Instead of casting the net of Christ’s word, the word that is enough for Peter and enough for you and 
me, they’ll think they need to change how they fish and use some kind of “bait.” Something to excite the fish, trick, and 
hook them into the Church.  
 
So it often gets asked, “What will attract the youth or young families” or this or that group of people. Churches become 
convinced that to grow, to be successful, they need talented performers, a whole menu of programs to meet people’s felt 
needs, give them what they want. Nowadays that’s usually just entertainment. We are addicted to being entertained. So the 
task of good pastors, of faithful churches, is making the hook, that is, the church, seem nice and comfortable, enticing and 
entertaining, so that the fish will take a big bite and get good and snagged.  
 
But what did Jesus do? He showed His tremendous power and how He could, if He chose, provide abundant wine or feed 
the hungry by controlling nature. But He gave His ministers no such authority or power. Instead, He gave them the 
charge to catch men for eternal life by giving them the authority to speak His word. If Jesus had wanted to set up a 
political or social or economic or philanthropic institution, He could have done so. But He didn’t. He established His 
church. To the church He gave the Ministry of preaching and teaching the Gospel, baptizing, absolving those burdened 
by guilt, and giving His body and His blood for the forgiveness of sins. This is what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has 
established and bid His church to do. This is what grows and strengthens the church. Not something we dream up 
ourselves, our strategies and visions. Christ established His holy church in which we receive eternal treasures through the 
preaching of His Ministers. He delivers salvation, makes and keeps His Christians through these things. He has given the 
gift of His Ministers to do these things for His Church. 
 



That is what we confess as Lutherans. The Augsburg Confession states how we are saved in a simple and beautiful way: 
“Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works. People are freely justified for Christ’s 
sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. By His death, Christ 
made satisfaction for our sins. God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight.” It then immediately continues: “So that we may 
obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments was instituted. Through the Word and Sacraments, as 
through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given. He works faith, when and where it pleases God, in those who hear the good news that God 
justifies those who believe that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake.” Jesus saved sinners on Calvary’s cross. He saves sinners 
today by speaking the words of salvation through the mouths of His ministers. 
 

II. 
Second, no one is worthy to enter the Office of the Ministry except by God’s grace alone. Peter realizes that Jesus is God 
and the first thing Peter feels is his sin, his unworthiness to even be in Jesus’ presence. He says “Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord!” The Office of the Ministry is not a job to which someone applies. God must call His 
Ministers. And before He calls them to preach, He first calls them to faith. 
 
A Minister of Christ must be a forgiven sinner. That is, he must be a Christian. The gospel and the sacraments of Christ 
are valid even if the Minister is an unbeliever. It is Jesus Christ who is acting and speaking through the Minister. But no 
man who doesn’t know his own sin and its consequences can know how to preach the gospel to sinners. The Bible does 
say that Ministers must be blameless, but that’s a far cry from being sinless. It simply means that he isn’t involved in 
scandalous living. Such a man would have no credibility. The Minister as a man will always be a sinner, just like the folks 
he has been called to serve in Jesus’ name. 
 
Jesus demonstrates His grace in choosing Peter, a sinful man, to be His servant. His words to Peter, “Do not be afraid,” 
are the same words He speaks to every pastor in His church. Who am I to preach God’s law to you? I’m just as much of a 
sinner as everybody else. The prophet Isaiah lamented that he was a man of unclean lips living among a people of unclean 
lips and he had just seen God in a vision. God forgave Isaiah. Then He sent him to preach His word. The very things 
ministers preach and serve is what they themselves live by. 
 
Ministers are not a special class of Christians who are holier than the rest. Their prayers have no more value. Their 
intercession is not more effective. That is not to say that you don’t need to call your pastor when you are troubled or 
joyful, to ask for his prayers. He is there to do that, to speak God’s Word to you and to pray for you. It is not the holiness 
or the talents or the gifts or the personality of the Minister that benefit anyone. It is the words of Jesus that he preaches. 
These are the words of eternal life that the Minister trusts in for his own salvation from hell. 
 

III. 
Third, only those whom God calls may serve as ministers. And yet every Christian has the duty to defend the faith. God 
calls His ministers. Those who appoint themselves are not ministers of God. Through Jeremiah the prophet, God said, “I 
did not send the prophets, yet they ran. I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied.” (Jeremiah 23:21) The 
apostle Paul teaches the necessity of the call into the ministry in Romans 10, “How then will they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? And how 
shall they hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?” It is not self-
chosen; God sends them. Pastors don’t speak the words of men, but the words of God. It is God who chooses who will 
speak His Words to His Church.  
 
Since Christ has given Himself and His ministry to His whole church on earth, the call from the church to do what Christ 
has instituted is God’s call. God speaks to us when the ministers He has called speak the Word He gives them to speak. 
So also God calls His ministers through those who hear and confess and defend the Word of God. How do I know that I 
am a minister of Christ? I have a call to that office. How do I know that it is a call from God? It is from His church. If it 
weren’t from His church, it wouldn’t be from God. If it’s not to do the things Christ has instituted, to teach the Gospel 
and administer the Sacraments, it is not a call. We confess in the Augsburg Confession: “Our churches teach that no one should 
publicly teach in the Church, or administer the sacraments, without a rightly ordered call.” Not everyone is a minister. Not everyone is 
called by God to serve the Gospel and the Sacraments to the church. 
 



Yet every Christian is called to defend the faith. It is every Christian’s duty to confess the truth and to give a defense for 
the hope that God has given him. This is what St. Peter says in the today’s Epistle, “always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet 3:15). 
 
When we consider the widespread apostasy throughout visible Christendom in our day, we tend to blame unfaithful 
preachers who don’t have the courage to be genuine ministers of Christ. But that is only half of the story. It’s a matter of 
supply and demand. The reason there are so many unfaithful preachers is that there is a demand for them. St. Paul 
predicted this: “the time will come when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths” (2 Tim 4:3).  
 
Every Christian is to defend the faith. When you defend the hope that God has given you, when you confess the faith into 
which you were baptized, God Himself speaks through you, because you are saying what God says. His Word is 
efficacious, it does what it says because it is the Word of Almighty God. That happens when you speak God’s Word to 
someone who isn’t a Christian and asks you about what you believe. It happens when you speak the truth of what 
Scripture teaches to a fellow Christian who has been misled by false teaching. It happens when you speak God’s Word to 
a fellow Christian to strengthen and uphold them, such as when parents teach their children, when children forgive their 
parents, husbands and wives to one another, and the conversation and consolation between believers. 
 
Through the speaking of sinners Christ sets sinners free. He brings into our lives the freedom for which He died. He who 
bore our disgrace and our shame by suffering the just penalty for all our sins; He who shed His blood as the sacrifice to 
still God’s anger against us; He who rose from the dead on Easter Sunday and showed Himself alive by many infallible 
proofs; He is here. He is here, washing us clean in Holy Baptism, speaking words of forgiveness in the absolution, 
preaching His eternal love into our hearts, giving us to eat and to drink of His precious body and blood by which He 
made full satisfaction for all our sins. He is here. You see a sinful man standing before you every Sunday. But your Savior 
chooses to speak through poor sinful men to give to poor sinful men, women, and children the treasures of heaven. 
That’s how He catches us in the net of His almighty grace and bears us home to heaven. 


