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Last week’s Gospel instructed us concerning Christian repentance; it is sorrow for sin and faith in the forgiveness of sins 
through Christ’s sacrifice for us. Both of these, sorrow and faith, are worked by the Holy Spirit. They are both 
experienced and felt by us, but they are not our work, they are wrought in us by the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures, 
through reading, hearing, and considering them. When sinners repent there is joy not only in heaven but also in the holy 
church here on earth.  
 
There was mentioned last week the relation of works to repentance. There’s the example of the tax collector Zacchaeus, 
who, having received the Lord Jesus in his home, pledged to give half his goods to the poor and to restore fourfold to 
those he had defrauded. Today we consider further how works relate to repentance, the place of works in the Christian 
life, described so well in the words of Jesus in today’s Gospel. 
 
John the Baptist preached repentance and called for the crowds that came out to him to “bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance” (Lk 3:8). They asked John “What then shall we do?” What does that look like, to “bear fruits in keeping 
with repentance”? John does not say, oh, well since you’re baptized, don’t worry about it, you don’t need to think about 
what your life should look like, how it should change. He gives them concrete instruction. He tells them: “‘Whoever has 
two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.’ Tax collectors also came 
to be baptized and said to him, ‘Teacher, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages’” (Lk 3:11–14). Those who 
repented and received John’s baptism were instructed concerning what to do, in ways that related directly to their lives. 
Tax collectors were to be honest. Soldiers were to not abuse their power over others. All were to share, to be merciful. 
 
It's not all that different from what Jesus says three chapters later right before today’s Gospel: “I say to you who 
hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not 
withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do 
not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who love 
you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love 
your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return” (Lk 6:27–35a). 
 
Jesus goes on to speak those oft cited words about not judging, not condemning, forgiving, giving, not being a hypocrite 
transfixed on the fault in your brother all the while ignoring your own sinfulness. Jesus gives clear, specific instructions for 
what Christians are to do. St. Paul writes to Timothy that part of why the Scriptures are given is to train in righteousness 
“that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16–17). 
 
What is described in these passages is the life of renewal. We are reborn, given new life in Holy Baptism, brought from 
death to life. Jesus is not telling those who are not Christians how to become Christians. He is telling His disciples, those 
who follow Him, who are already Christians, what their life is to look like, what they are to strive after and aspire to. 
 
Consider how it is in this life. We grow, we learn, we are taught various things. First how to walk and talk, then to read 
and write and do arithmetic. We are instructed in manners, learning what is appropriate and what is not. We gain and 
strengthen skills that will serve others as well as ourselves. We develop hobbies, things that we enjoy doing in our free 
time, working at improving them. Parents often see similarities between themselves and their children. I gained a love for 
God’s Word and learning it from my father. Many of the books of my father’s library that I paged through as a child now 
sit on my own study shelves. The Legos, the history books, and toy soldiers, tanks, and planes that I played with as a child 
are now enjoyed by my own children. The skills my wife saw her mother and grandmother use are now used by her, and 
she will consult them on how to do this or that. And wouldn’t you know it, the Gerike girls love to shadow her. And so 
also the love of sports or camping is passed down in families, tips and tricks for all manner of know-how passed down, 
picked up, and improved.  
 



As it is in this body and life, so it is in our lives as a child of God. We are bid to continually learn and grow in Him and in 
His Word. Part of that is what He wills for us. He wills for us to be like Him. The heart of today’s text is the statement: 
“Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). There is the key to understand this instruction. Our Lord’s 
instruction to us in good works, in holy living, in the ongoing life of repentance, is given to those who are children of the 
Father. That is, this is not what you must do in order to become a child of your Father in heaven. My children must not 
spend so many hours with my old toys, or read a certain number of the books that I did when I was their age, or be able 
to do certain tasks in the yard in order to become and be accepted as my children. They are my children. Because of that 
reality, their lives as my children are full of learning, growing, gaining in knowledge of simply being a human being, and 
particularly a member of my family. There are times where that is a delight and there are times when it is a challenge, a 
struggle. 
 
And as it is in this body and life, so it is in our lives as children of God. There are Christian works, there is holy living. 
This comes from who and what you are already as a child of God. It does bring delight. And there is often the cross of 
struggling against the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh. An unbeliever cannot understand at all how or why a 
Christian who is mistreated, abused, tortured even, would pray for those who do so. That can be hard for even a Christian 
to do, to even want to do.  
 
Think about two groups that we see and hear from in these recent days. There’s a group that for nearly 50 years marched 
peacefully, offered prayers, opened clinics with no judgment but open arms and hearts, with helping hands and aid. 
There’s also a group that holds obscene signs, makes crude gestures, that vandalizes churches and burns down crisis 
pregnancy centers, that wants not only to restore legalized abortion nationwide, but wants to expand abortion rights. That 
talks about keeping a child who has been born after an attempted abortion comfortable, while the doctors figure out what 
to do.  
 
We can call that all sorts of things, it’s clearly demonic. Now, how do we respond to such people? The ideas and vulgarity 
we rebuke, because it’s plainly against God and against nature. Even as Jesus rebuked the false teaching of the Pharisees 
for what it was. He did judge when it came to judging teaching and conduct by God’s Word and we are called to do the 
same. But what of the people? Do we pray for God to smite them? Do we respond in kind to their speech? Do we found 
the militant wing of the Pro-Life movement and assert their eternal condemnation? There are those times where we’d love 
to do just that. Where we would love to take up the sword of vengeance and repay as we see fit. Repent. You cannot be a 
follower of Jesus and not seek to be like Jesus. “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully 
trained will be like his teacher.” 
 
You have received boundless mercy from your Father in heaven. Your judgment of others, your greed, your selfishness, 
the dark thoughts and fantasies of your heart are not held against you, you are shown mercy. As a Christian you know 
what that means. The divine Judge will not exact an explanation, will not demand His just desserts against you for your 
sins against Him. You truly are free from condemnation. What we have received, we give.  
 
So Joseph, by God’s grace, was able to show such mercy to his brothers. An LCMS Army chaplain, who had suffered with 
the army through the horrors of the Western Front in World War II, shelled on, shot at, suffering cold and heat, hunger 
and thirst, he went on to show compassion to the Nazis put on trial at Nuremberg, ministering to them with the call to 
repentance and faith, absolving and communing those who confessed their sins and faith in Christ, some shortly before 
their execution. Above all these, the Lord Jesus prayed for those who crucified Him, poured out His lifeblood for the sins 
of those who pierced Him. In mercy He called Saul of Tarsus, who breathed murderous threats against the Church to be 
Paul the Apostle, who was received by those he once persecuted and sought to imprison, and went on to evangelize the 
Roman world. 
 
That is the merciful heart of our God. That is the life you are brought into, it is yours. Not as the cause of your salvation 
in Christ, but as the result. Like our growth in this life, it is never really done. We are never done learning, never done 
deepening our understanding or our knowledge. We are not always selfless and merciful, forgiving or freely giving. If we 
were, we would no longer need Jesus. But we do need Him. We are never perfect, we are ever in need of Him, ever in 
need of the mercy that He gives to us, ever in need of being in communion with Him, ever in need of receiving from 
Him. Because that never ends, we are, by God’s grace, able to give, to show a mercy that never runs out. We are able in 
part to imitate Him as we serve in our daily callings, as parents to our children, as fellow citizens, as fellow Christians, 
brothers and sisters of one another.  


