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Matthew chapter 22 marks our Lord’s final public conversations with those who opposed Him. He’s teaching in the 
temple in Jerusalem on Tuesday of Holy Week. First, before today’s reading the chief priests and elders challenge Jesus, 
“By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this authority?” Jesus, as He often does, 
responds with a question of His own: “If you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” The chief priests don’t 
answer because they know either way, they will be in trouble. If they say, “From heaven,” they know Jesus will then ask 
why they didn’t believe him. So concerned with their reputation, how they will look, that they will not take a stand, will 
not be open to correction and repentance for their error. Jesus says “John came to you in the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, 
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.” How stubbornly they reject what is obvious, so insistent 
on being right, they double down in the foolishness of their untenable position. Of course, none of us do that. 
 
But if they say, “From man,” that John the Baptist was a false prophet, inventing some new thing without the command 
of God, well then the crowd will be angry with them, for the masses believed John was a prophet. As much as they will 
take no correction from Jesus, neither will they dare to speak their position boldly and confidently before the people, no 
matter the consequences. It is not John but they who are reeds blown in the wind. If they are convinced John was a false 
prophet, they above all men, the teachers of Israel, ought to say so. Thank goodness we are always vocal about what is 
right, no matter the hit our popularity will take, always concerned more for the truth of God than the opinions of friends, 
peers, and family. In any case, the chief priests are silenced, at least until Jesus stands before them on trial. 
 
Well then the Pharisees and the Herodians get their turn, with the Herodians, these are likely, Jews who collaborated with 
the Romans, they ask the famous question about paying taxes. It shows how much these guys hated Jesus. The Pharisees 
weren’t violently opposed to Rome like the Zealots, but they did tend to see the Romans as a polluting presence and Jews 
who worked with the Romans, like tax collectors, and the local bureaucrats who aided Rome in managing things on the 
ground, they were sell-outs. So that Pharisees and Herodians are working together here shows that despite their 
disagreements, they are united against a common enemy: Jesus. Well here again, Jesus responds with His own question, 
and masterfully disarms the trap. The coin has Caesar’s face and name on it, give him what belongs to him, but all the 
more, and this is the real point, give to God what belongs to God. It’s a good thing that we are not so concerned with all 
this stuff and what to do with it, and reveling in ownership and how to get more of it. It’s a good thing that it is God who 
gets our highest devotion and love. The Pharisees and Herodians have no rebuttal, and so we are told “they left Him 
and went away.” 
 
Next come the Sadducees. These are the priests and those who run the temple. They perform all the rites and rituals of 
the worship of Israel, the sacrifices and incense offerings. But they are also theological liberals. They only accept part of 
the Bible, the first five books. They rejected the existence of angels, life after death, both of the soul and also they rejected 
the resurrection. Think of them as the Episcopal church of first century Judaism. They have all the ornate rituals, the 
liturgy, chanting, incense, bishops, and pretty vestments. It certainly looks Christian. But when you look at the doctrine, 
what is taught, what is tolerated: the rejection of the Bible as God’s inspired, inerrant Word, the virgin birth, the necessity 
of Christ’s death as a sacrifice for our sins, and His bodily resurrection from the dead, there’s not much of actual 
Christianity left. You can reject all that and be a minister in that church as well as any other mainline protestant Church in 
this country.  
 
About 50 years ago, we had professors at one of our seminaries, those forming the future pastors of our church, say that 
while they personally believed in the virgin birth and the bodily resurrection of Jesus, they certainly wouldn’t reject out of 
hand the position of someone in the church who did. In an interview with one of these men, when asked if a student or a 
pastor denying the virgin birth of Jesus was acceptable this answer was given: “Well, that’s facing a whole set of 
possibilities. I don’t know. I would have to listen to what he is saying, what are all the possibilities? What kind of questions 
he might raise, what kind of options. That is a can of worms…I would want to hear [his objections] and on the basis of 
the tradition of the text be convinced…And at this point I don’t know…I am not sure that I would a priori exclude a 
fellow Christian who…on certain exegetical grounds has misgivings about the virgin birth.”  
 



The Sadducees try to trap Jesus by showing Him to be a fool for believing in the resurrection, if there’s a woman who 
successively marries seven brothers as each of them dies, who’s wife will she be in the resurrection? What a silly thing to 
believe in, this resurrection of all the dead! He exposes the folly of their unbelief. Jesus shows such smart aleck theological 
tomfoolery for what it is by simply going to the Scriptures: “Have you not read what was said to you by God: ‘I am 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living.” “You say only the Books of Moses are Scripture? You don’t even believe what that says, look, here’s what God 
says to Moses in Exodus chapter 3!” Glad that we can rest content that we don’t negotiate any truths of Scripture away to 
try to win unbelievers over, to gain their approval. That we don’t dismiss anything taught in God’s Word as unimportant, 
“Well, I guess if you don’t believe in x it’s not that big of a deal.” 
 
Well now we come to today’s text. Jesus has silenced the Sadducees, and here come the Pharisees again: “which is the 
great commandment in the Law?” Now at least here, to their credit, they are asking about the Bible. Jesus’ answer is 
not surprising, is nothing new, He simply quotes the Bible, the Old Testament reading from Deuteronomy, and then from 
Leviticus 19, the command “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In Mark’s account of this, we learn that one of 
the scribes here responds to Jesus saying, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that He is one, and there is 
no other besides Him. And to love Him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the 
strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
Jesus says to this man, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
 
They know the law. They is no disagreement with Jesus about what the law demands. It is good, we are to do those things. 
The problem with the Pharisees is that they see doing this as possible and the way to salvation. Obey the law. The error of 
some was also to modify the law so that it could be kept, make it only about external behavior, easily not murder, not 
commit adultery, easily walk only so many steps on the Sabbath so as not to “work.” Do all this, and you’re set. Their 
problem is that they just want to talk about the law. What is demanded of us, what is it that we are to do. And so many 
Christians today obsess simply over what they ought to do, come up with strategies to do it, and fret when they haven’t 
done it. 
 
That only gets you so far. And we each have a little chief priest, a little Herodian, a little Sadducee, a little Pharisee, in each 
of our hearts. You are more like them than you think. But once again, Jesus asks a question of His own, shifts the 
question to what really needs to be considered: “Whose son is the Christ? Who is the Messiah?” That He is the son of 
David, the answer they give is not only correct, it’s the obvious one. As basic as asking the children in this room, “Who is 
that on the bulletin cover?” Duh! Everyone knows that the Messiah is descended from David, when the magi come 
around asking for the newborn king of the Jews, even Herod the Great’s ministers know that the Messiah will be born in 
Bethlehem because that is the city of David. God had promised David that a descendant from his body would reign as 
king over God’s people forever. It’s a further narrowing down of where the Messiah would come from.  
 
But like the question of what is the greatest commandment in the law, that answer is not enough. The law is not sufficient 
for sinners. It leaves us dead and damned. That the Messiah is a man is obvious, but that alone at its best gives only 
earthly hope for those alive at the time of the Messiah’s life.  
 
Jesus quotes Psalm 110, the single most quoted Old Testament passage in the New Testament. He asks, “How is it then 
that David, in the Spirit, calls Him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I put 
Your enemies under Your feet”’? If then David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his son?” 
 
What our Lord is pointing out is this: David is the king, a subject only to God, there is none higher than he. So how can 
David say that he has a Lord, one above him? Only God is above Him, yet in addition to “The LORD,” that is God’s 
personal name, Yahweh, used there, in addition to God, there is another whom David calls “My Lord.” God had indeed 
promised David a descendant who would be king forever, who would triumph over all the enemies of God’s people. 
What we see here and throughout the Old Testament, is also the truth that this Messiah would be God Himself. Perfect 
obedience had to be given the law by man. Yet for this to be possible, for this obedience to count for all, it had to be 
God.  
 
What you also need to realize in this exchange is that the Pharisees know that Jesus has been called “the Son of David” 
by the crowd at His entry into Jerusalem and by the children in the temple: “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matt 21:9, 



15). Jesus has not only accepted that title, that praise as the Messiah, but in making the statement He does here on the 
basis of Psalm 110, He is claiming to be God.  
 
The chief priests want to cement their position, remain the unquestioned leaders of the people, not subject to Jesus’ 
interrogations, not shown to be fools before the people. The Sadducees don’t like Jesus pointing out their godless 
rejection of plain biblical truths, and the Pharisees want to cling to man’s obedience as the be-all and end-all of religion. 
The solution is to kill Jesus, or so they think. He makes the claim before them all when asked on Maundy Thursday, “Are 
You the Christ, the Son of God?” He answers openly, nothing to hide, no one to impress, confesses the heart and truth 
of who He is. It is for that, for saying the truth, that He is put to death. He dies because of who He is. And that is what 
He who is both God and man, came to do. 
 
That is what Paul says in to the pastors of Ephesus, listen to this, he says to them, “Pay careful attention to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which He 
obtained with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). God’s blood. God has blood because the Son of God has become man. 
David’s Lord, the God whom he worshipped, has, through His holy incarnation, become David’s Son so that perfect God 
could die, making satisfaction for your breaking of the law, rising again, bringing life to all who trust in Him. That is the 
heart of the Scriptures, that is what all of biblical history is driving towards, that is what we are to consider and set at the 
center of our faith and life, to place all our hope and confidence in: God’s blood, the blood of David’s son and Lord, the 
blood of our Brother and God, shed for us. 


