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The crowd’s cry of astonishment, “He has done all things well,” is the result of what Jesus does for the deaf mute. That 
a man once unable to hear or speak can now do both is occasion for praise to God. In this miracle we are given to see that 
our Lord has compassion for our physical infirmities. All the various miracles of healing teach us that we are to be 
confident that our Lord is attentive to the maladies of body and mind, that He does care, and that even now He works to 
bring relief. When you recover from a cold, the flu, an illness far more serious, when a difficult situation is resolved, give 
thanks and praise to God. Ordinarily God grants recovery through His instruments of medicine, doctors, nurses, and 
therapists, those whom He has blessed with skill and desire to aid their neighbor. The Christian does well to recognize 
these as God’s gifts out of His love and care, and to receive them with thanksgiving. At times our Father acts through 
extraordinary means that can be explained by nothing other than the boldness and confidence of Christian prayer, and His 
boundless mercy. In all these we say with the people of the Decapolis, “He has done all things well.”  
 
But we are shown something else in this miracle. There is something greater that is illustrated in what our Lord does to 
heal this poor man. They all seem odd, ridiculous, and gross. Certainly to one who does not recognize who Jesus is but 
even also to us. Jesus walks up to a man and sticks His fingers in the guy’s ears. Then He spits, and it’s not clear whether 
Jesus just spits on the ground or on His own hand, which He then uses to grab the man’s tongue. Thirdly, He looks up to 
heaven and groans, perhaps the least offensive thing in the whole episode, a bit odd, but religious folks are like that, they 
talk to someone in the sky, but it's fairly innocuous. Finally, He does something foolish, and that is to say something into 
ears that cannot hear. If we were to see such a scene, we’d be far more likely to say, “He does weird things.” 
 
But in each of these actions we are shown what Christ has done for each of us, bringing us from a state of spiritual 
deafness, muteness, and even death, into life, able to hear and speak His Word. It is only possible to have life, to hear 
what God says, and to speak rightly, because of what Christ does for us. These weird, gross, foolish acts of Jesus show 
that He has done all things well for us. We see this in four ways: through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, through Holy 
Baptism, through prayer, and through the Word.  
 

I. He has done all things well for us through the ministry of the Holy Spirit  
 

That is what we see in Jesus shoving His fingers into the deaf man’s ears. Perhaps that assertion sounds odd, makes you 
wonder what Jesus’ finger has to do with the Holy Spirit. In Matthew 12, when Jesus casts out a demon and is accused by 
the Pharisees of using demonic power to do this, Jesus says that He does it “by the Spirit of God.” He is equipped for 
His task as Savior by the Holy Spirit. All three Persons of the Trinity are involved in our redemption: the Father sends the 
Son, the Son is sent, and He goes in the power and strength of the Spirit who is then sent to take what is Christ’s and give 
it to us. In Luke’s account of this confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees, Jesus speaks not of the Holy Spirit, but 
of “the finger of God” by which He casts out demons. Our Lord Himself relates these to one another: the Holy Spirit 
and the finger of God, the means by which He acts.  
 
Not only does Jesus heal the deaf mute by the power of the Spirit, but that He thrusts His finger into the man’s ears 
shows that our Lord continues to send the Holy Spirit to us, precisely to address our maladies and weakness. We heard 
this from our Lord a few weeks after Easter: the Spirit convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. It 
is the Holy Spirit who gives a right understanding of what sin is, what is sinful, and what you deserve because of your sins. 
Nothing else will tell you. Most voices today will tell you that what God says is bad is, in fact, good, and what God 
declares good, is, in fact bad. You are guaranteed that if you pursue what the world says is good and ignore what God says 
is good, you will be happy, successful, nothing bad will happen to you. Contend for the truth, point out false teaching and 
unholy living where you see it, and you’ll be thought to be as weird as someone who walks around sticking his finger in 
other people’s ears.  
 
The Holy Spirit is given to work against lies. He opens your eyes to see the problem, to see the sin for what it is. Part of 
His work is to be like the child at the end of the folktale The Emperor’s New Clothes who states the obvious that 
everyone else ignores: the emperor has no clothes on. Money and possessions don’t buy happiness. Constant anger or 
bitterness is toxic. Sexual intimacy outside the bonds of holy marriage is destructive. Children aren’t commodities. Other 
people’s lives, no matter how small or old or decrepit, are not burdensome. What God says matters more than your 
opinion, polls, and cultural mores. 



Our Lord makes no qualms about addressing the problems with us, with our lives, with our world. He sends His Spirit to 
address them head on. Your ears don’t work. You see money as your treasure and the children God would give you as a 
problem. You see your money, your possessions, your own body, as yours to do what you want with. You wish your sick 
relative that you keep having to care for and help out would just die. The Spirit is sent to bring these truths to your 
realization. He does well to do this, to convict you of sins, to bring you to repentance, and to console you with the 
knowledge that your God has done something about that.  
 

II. He has done all things well for us through Holy Baptism 
 

That our Lord spits and touches the man’s tongue is similar to sticking His fingers in the man’s ears. He is showing that 
He is going to address the man’s speech problems as well as his deafness. Through this sign, He communicates that the 
man will go from being unable to speak clearly to speaking rightly. The word used there, translated as “plainly,” means 
correctly, rightly. It’s the Greek word orthos. You go to the orthodontist when you have major issues with your teeth, and 
you need them positioned rightly. In the church we talk about orthodoxy, right belief, right worship. The man goes from 
being deaf and having unintelligible speech to hearing and speaking properly. He is able to relate to others as he ought, is 
no longer cut off from communication.  
 
Holy Scripture speaks of where it is that we are washed and given a new life, able to relate to God rightly. St. Paul writes 
in Titus chapter 3: “when the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because 
of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of rebirth and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 
justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life (3:4–7).   
 
That is what you have received. You are alive to God in Christ Jesus, given the Holy Spirit to dwell in you. Your ears are 
open to hear rightly, and your tongue loosened to speak rightly that which you have heard. This is why Baptism is the 
foundation of the Christian life both for the children of Christian parents and for adults who have come to faith. In 
Baptism, having received Christ’s righteousness, His status of the beloved Son of the Father, we are also given lips to sing 
God’s glory, tongues to proclaim His tender mercies, no longer muted from true praise by self-idolatrous symphonies or 
saccharine sweet power ballads of nice thoughts and good vibes. 
 

III. He has done all things well for us through Prayer 
 

The Gospels often show our Lord at prayer. We aren’t always given the words, but we clearly see Jesus turning to His 
Father. Here it is seen in His gaze to heaven and His sigh. We often think of prayer as our activity, but here we are shown 
how our lives as Christians are possible and lived in Christ Himself. We pray because Jesus prays. We pray because we are 
united to Him. That is why Christians call God “Father.” That’s not just the reason we pray, that is the only thing that 
makes true prayer possible: asking with the guarantee and confidence that it is heard. Only Christians can pray and be 
heard because we can only come before our Father in heaven through the Son.  
 
Here we are shown a great comfort: our Lord Jesus didn’t just pray during His ministry on earth. He continues to pray for 
us now. He is our Great High Priest. He looks in mercy and pity upon us, not only before we are brought to faith, but 
throughout all our lives, in all that we as individual believers and as members of His body the church that suffers here on 
earth. Even as He is actively governing all things in heaven and earth for us, He also prays for us. St. Paul writes: “Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us” (Rom 8:34). And it is right after that, that Paul speaks those great words of nothing in heaven or 
earth being “able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vv. 35–39). 
 

IV. He has done all things well for us through the Word 
 

Finally, we see in this miracle that Jesus does all things well for us through the Word. He has shown what He is going to 
do. He is going to address the problem, is going to restore this man to what he was meant to be from the creation of man 
in the beginning. He has shown His total love for humanity and His work with His Father which He was sent to do. Now 
He shows how He does it: through speaking. That’s how He’s always done it. God created all things by speaking them 
into existence when before there was nothing to talk to. He speaks into ears that cannot hear, and in so doing, opens 
them. On three occasions He speaks to the dead, bids them rise, and they do exactly that. 



Jesus does sometimes heal by a touch, or we see some miracle worked without an explicit statement of Jesus saying what 
He will do. But His miracles are never separate from His Word. Before multiplying the loaves and fish, He speaks His 
Word of thanksgiving to His Father. Even after people are healed without a word from Jesus to them, He talks to them, 
such as the thankful leper, or the woman healed from the flow of blood. Jesus came not so much to work miracles but to 
speak, to preach. His miracles authenticate what He says. And He speaks in connection with His miracles. And so His 
actions here ultimately lead to His Word.  
 
Even where you continue to receive Jesus’ cleansing, healing, and forgiving touch in the visible Means of Grace, the 
waters of baptism, the hand laid on your head in holy absolution, the Holy Communion, it is what it is and gives what it 
gives because it is connected with Jesus’ Word. Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does 
the things of baptism: the forgiveness of sins, rescue from death and the devil, and the gift of eternal salvation. When the 
called ministers of Christ deal with you by His divine command to forgive sins, and they absolve you when you repent and 
want to do better, it is just as valid and certain as if Christ your dear Lord was standing there, dealing with you Himself. 
Certainly not just eating and drinking give the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, but the words. 
 
What you are given to see, then, is Jesus’ work of doing what you need is not locked away in the past, it is ongoing. He is 
continually doing well for you: continually sending the Spirit, continually reminding you of who you are and what you 
have in your baptism, continually interceding for you, continually speaking His Word to you. Christ be praised, He does all 
things well! 


