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Our Lord weeps and then He gets angry. That Jesus weeps is not troubling for us. We easily identify our Lord as the 
compassionate One. Love and compassion often lead to tears for us and for our Lord who became as one of us. He feels 
sorrow. And so he weeps in love for His dead friend Lazarus. He weeps in pity over Jerusalem as He foresees the 
destruction that will come upon the city that rejected Him.  
 
We have a harder time seeing our Lord as angry. Luke’s account is pretty mild, says that Jesus “began to drive out those 
who sold,” and charged them with making the Lord’s house “a den of robbers.” John’s account gives us far more edge: 
“In the temple [Jesus] found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers 
sitting there. And making a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And 
He poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And He told those who sold the 
pigeons, ‘Take these things away; do not make My Father’s house a house of trade.’ His disciples remembered 
that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house will consume Me’” (Jn 2:14 – 17). 
 
This is not smiling, gentle Jesus, romping in the fields with sheep. This is the Lord Jesus filled with zeal for His Father, 
with a love for the things that make for peace with God. He loves the prayers offered for Israel’s redemption, prayers 
which He Himself has come to answer. He loves the sacrifices that absolved sin for the sake of His impending death 
which they foreshadowed. And yet those things were being despised. The prayers and those who would offer them were 
crowded out by merchants and their wares. It was bad enough that the animals for sacrifice were sold at a slanted 
exchange rate. They were also seen by many as man’s own work of appeasing God. What our Lord saw was an affront 
because it cheated the pious, it crowded out the godly and crammed in man’s self-righteous presumption. So our Lord 
gets angry and He does something about it. 
 
This had happened in Israel’s history before. Moses received the words of God for His people up on Mt. Sinai. Coming 
down the mountain he found the people of Israel. They had vowed obedience to the commandments of God, beginning 
with not worshiping any other god or image. Now, only forty days later they had “made for themselves a golden calf … 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’” (Ex 32:8). What only the One True God did, they ascribed to something they themselves had made. They offer 
thanks and praise to the work of their own hands. Moses sees all this and his “anger burned hot, and he threw the 
tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf that they had made and 
burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it” 
(Ex 32:19–20). 
 
Seven hundred years after Moses, the prophet Elijah had his contest with the prophets of Baal to see whose was the true 
God. After being vindicated, putting the false prophets to shame, Elijah, had the people seize the prophets of Baal, and he 
took them down to the brook and slaughtered them (1 Kgs 18), the fate which God prescribed for false prophets in 
Deuteronomy (Deut 13:5; 18:20). 
 
We see this same wrath for sin in the preaching of Jeremiah as he sets forth the promise of God’s judgment upon 
Jerusalem after her continued impenitence:  
 

The wise men shall be put to shame; they shall be dismayed and taken; behold, they have rejected the word 
of the LORD, so what wisdom is in them? Therefore I will give their wives to others and their fields to 
conquerors, because from the least to the greatest everyone is greedy for unjust gain; from prophet to priest, 
everyone deals falsely. They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there 
is no peace. Were they ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all ashamed; they 
did not know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among the fallen; when I punish them, they shall be 
overthrown, says the LORD (Jer 8:9–12). 

 
And yet the Lord, who today turns over the tables and chases out man and beast alike with a whip, we heard only four 
weeks ago warn against the anger in our hearts that murders our brother, the internal hatred that gives rise to curses and 
insults that slay with the tongue. Our Lord calls us to repent of and turn from the sin of anger in the Sermon on the 
Mount. This same Lord clearly gets angry Himself, not just as a feeling, it drives Him to action, an action that seems 



mean, scary even. Perhaps this passage bothers you, or you ask yourself, “That can’t be right, can it?” Such anger and its 
drive to action is also seen in His people, Moses, Elijah, godly kings like Hezekiah and Josiah who cast down the idols. 
How are we to understand this? We heard in last Sunday’s Epistle concerning ancient Israel’s history that all “these 
things took place as examples for us…written down for our instruction” (1 Cor 10:6, 11). What are we to learn from 
this?  
 
First, we must know that our God is not some angry tyrant or abusive father, ready to snap at a moment’s notice. He is 
patient, “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin” (Ex 34:6). He was willing to spare Sodom 
for the sake of ten righteous men in that city. He punished the idolatry and rebellion of the children of Israel many times 
over the 40 years in the wilderness, yet He did not wipe them out and start from scratch. He forestalled judgment upon 
Jerusalem for 100 years before sending the Babylonians. And for nearly 40 years, the apostles proclaimed Christ as the 
Messiah in Jerusalem and Judea until the Roman armies unleashed their destruction. The Lord is patient. He desires His 
people to repent and come to the knowledge of the truth. He “would gather [His people] as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings” (Matt 23:37). But unbelief often resists. Impenitence persists. The call to turn from sin goes unheeded. 
 
So there is wrath for sin. Sodom was destroyed. The generation that was brought out of Egypt by God’s mighty hand and 
yet rebelled so many times, they all perished in the wilderness. Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC just as Jeremiah had 
said, the people of Judah taken into exile for 70 years. They were eventually allowed to return home and even rebuilt the 
temple, as we heard in today’s Old Testament reading. Yet a few centuries later Jesus warns of the impending doom. He 
unleashes His divine anger upon the wickedness that occupied the temple, foreshowing its destruction from which it still 
has not risen again 2,000 years later.  
 
God is patient and kind. He also hates sin. He punishes it when it is not repented of because sin is incompatible with His 
nature. That is not a popular idea today. You’ll find thousands of preachers who reject any idea of God’s anger, His wrath 
for sin, and they will hold Jesus up as the example of always being nice, never saying or doing anything we would perceive 
as unkind. Let the Scriptures shown today dispel you of such notions. Let these Scriptures serve as that needed example 
and warning for us and our time. 
 
We must each repent. There is the danger of thinking ourselves so secure that we can dabble with sin, pursue it to our 
heart’s content, and not be in danger of hellfire. Jerusalem, God’s own city where He dwelt, fell away, refused to repent, 
and was destroyed. Twice. Christians fall away. They give in to the very carnal security which befell Jerusalem: “Oh this is 
God’s city, this is His temple. He loves it and He loves us. Judgment will not befall us!” That is what they said in 
Jeremiah’s day. That is what they said up to AD 70.  
 
And many who call themselves Christians today speak the same way. They are so sure and confident in themselves that 
God likes them just as they are, forgetting that He hates sin, that He cannot tolerate what is opposed to His righteousness, 
and that judgment will come at death and on the Last Day. That is what Jerusalem’s destructions, what every tragedy and 
cataclysm are given to remind us of: judgment and destruction of sin are coming at an hour we do not know. Repent. Do 
not fall into security and be so confident that that you will get off scot-free no matter that you do not die to sin and strive 
after godliness, that you do not find your only hope in Christ and His righteousness!  
 
This warning directs us to look around ourselves and be as Abraham, praying for God’s mercy and patience. As much as 
we ourselves must always repent of our sins, turn from them and fight against them, there are those whom we see, whom 
we know, whom we love, who are lost. They have fallen into the dark delusion of our age. They have given in to the 
temptations that pursue you: loving money more than virtue, pleasure more than honor; worshipping sports over God 
and chasing after wealth at the expense of building Christian families.  
 
We live in a nation that blesses adultery, makes a mockery of marriage, teaches against the Creator in her schools, and 
whose laws have sacrificed more babies than all the Canaanite nations of millennia put together. And we hear the voices 
of countless false prophets cry out, “Peace, peace,” as if God approves of all this, or doesn’t really mind all that much. But 
as the Scriptures plainly show, there is no peace with God where there is no repentance and no Jesus. Let us be driven to 
pray fervently that God would delay, that He would turn the hearts of those dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and that He would break and hinder every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature. 
 



We are taught something else in seeing our Lord’s anger compared with His teaching on anger. We are taught to be angry 
about the right things. Four Sundays ago, our Lord revealed what anger about the wrong things looks like. Why do you 
get angry with your neighbor? It’s usually because he says or does some slight, real or imagined, against you. You get angry 
with people because they do not measure up to your standards, either of what they should do or how they should do it, or 
your standard for how you want to be treated. Sinful anger is anger that arises for your own sake, because you deem 
yourself to be so important that you must be treated a certain way, you must be pleased and appeased according to your 
judgments.  
 

We are admonished over and over in Holy Scripture to bear whatever insults we must suffer for the sake of being Christ’s 
own. And it is good for us to not see ourselves as so important that we need to take every slight against us to heart. It 
teaches us humility, breaks our hearts of self-idolatry, and directs us to be zealous for God alone. It also helps us to be 
more patient and forbearing with one another. 
 

If we’re going to be angry, let it be about what angers God. Zeal, love for God and the things of God, leads to hatred of 
what is against God. Now it is hard, perhaps nigh impossible, for fallen men to hate what God hates and stop there, not 
get personal and not sin. But Scripture does teach us to pray against those who are our enemies because they are God’s 
enemies, not because it’s the guy who cut you off on the Dodge Expressway or won’t let you merge onto I-80 or Hwy 75.  
 

Some might say there’s a danger in taking the anger of a Christian that comes from godly zeal too far, to a sinful point. 
That is entirely possible. We easily confuse personal matters with theology, pastors especially. But I will contend that our 
problem right now is not Christians going overboard and getting militant upon godless heathens. The far greater problem, 
the problem with Christian people like us, is apathy. We look at the world around us and we just shake our heads, 
despairing, or hoping we can just be left alone to ourselves while civilization crumbles around us, not working against 
wickedness, but going along with it, either because we don’t think there’s anything we can do about it, or we don’t see the 
wickedness for what it is. We are in love with ourselves more than we love the things of God, the things that make for 
peace between God and man.  
 

So rather than have a serious talk with coach so-and-so about why it is entirely unacceptable to have practice or games on 
Sunday mornings, and talking to other parents to address that problem, Church just takes a back seat, the teaching of what 
will get your child to heaven gets second priority. Be angry about what makes God angry. He does not like coaches, or 
anyone else for that matter, keeping His sheep from His house and from learning His Word. 
 

Take this lesson from Jesus: zeal for His Father consumes Him and so He acts. John’s account quotes the words of the 
Messiah from Psalm 69, “Zeal for Your house has consumed Me.” We need to know the extent to which we are to act 
in our zeal for the truth. It is the office of the Messiah to cleanse the corrupt worship of the temple. We see that in His 
words through David, also in the prophesy of Malachi, who speaks of the Lord’s coming to purify the sons of Levi, that 
is, those who served in the temple. He comes to make the worship of God’s people pure and pleasing. And so Jesus 
physically removes the corruption of cheating money changers and merchants. He gets to flip the tables over because it’s 
His house and they’re His tables.  
 

He even casts out the animals for sacrifice which He Himself commanded Moses on Sinai. He does this because He is the 
Lord finally come in flesh, and later that week He will be the sacrifice. He will have no competition. He works to topple 
idols, whether sheep and oxen, your health or wealth, your beloved sportsball team or supplies for your hobby. He will 
suffer no rival gods. He destroys them in righteous anger because He loves you and does not want to weep over you. He 
wants you to know and believe that it is in Him and Him alone that you have peace with God. It is His body offered up 
on the cross, it is His blood, spilled out on Golgotha, that makes for peace, that sets the wrath of God aside because it is 
borne by God’s own Son. It is in Him, the new, the true, and eternal temple not made by hands, that acceptable worship 
is offered. That is the peace He continues to bring and have proclaimed throughout the world until His coming in glory 
and the final destruction of all unbelief and wickedness. 
 

So, dear friends, whatever denies that, whatever false teaching or ungodly living profanes the name of God among us is to 
be refuted with zeal for the God whose word is truth. We do this not by force, with whips or with swords as some 
misguided Christians have done in the past. It is by our doctrine, teaching and confessing it, love the truth of God more 
than you love the respect of people who hate God, His Word, and you because you believe it. We fight back by 
admonition and correction, daring to say that what is wrong is wrong and what is right is right, moved to do so by a 
hatred of what is false and a love for God and His truth.   


