
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
January 29, 2023 

 

 
 

He was transfigured before them,  
And His face shone like the sun,  

And His clothes became white as light.  
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Theme of Today’s Liturgy 
In the glorious transfiguration of His Son, God confirms the mysteries of the faith 
(Collect). The deepest of those mysteries is that Our Lord lets humans see and partake of 
His divine glory (Gospel, Epistle, Old Testament). The glory of the Lord is made known in 
His Church (Introit). There He gives His wealth and riches to us just as the Father spoke 
His grace and blessing over Him (Gradual).  
 

Guests 
Welcome to the Divine Service! We are delighted to have you with us. If we can assist 
you in any way, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 
strengthen and comfort you. Please note your attendance with us on the Record of 
Fellowship pad located in the center aisle of your pew, and join us in the social hall for 
coffee and donuts after the service! 
 

Our Belief and Practice Concerning the Lord’s Supper 
The Transfiguration of our Lord reminds us that there is much more to life than meets 
our eyes. The glory of the Lord on the holy mountain gives testimony to the fullness of 
our inheritance in heaven. The Lord’s Supper is also a reality which goes far beyond our 
human reason and physical sight. Here our glorious King comes to us with the very body 
and blood with which He purchased our redemption. Because we care about the spiritual 
welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table, guests desiring to commune today are 
asked to speak with the pastor before the service. 
 

A Special Welcome to Those with Young Children 
You and your children are welcome here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and 
squawk, so don’t feel embarrassed by it. Feel free to sit toward the front where your 
children can see easily. Encourage them to chime in on their parts: Amen! And with thy 
spirit! Lord, have mercy! Our Father! Sing, say, and pray your parts as best you can; your 
children learn by your example. If you and your child must leave for a moment, there is a 
children’s area downstairs underneath the narthex. Please know that while you are caring 
for your children, the rest of us rejoice in our Lord’s words, “Let the little children come 
to Me…for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Lk 18:16). You and your 
children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to smile, encourage, and help you. 
 

Cover art: The Transfiguration of Our Lord (1594), by Lodovico Caracci. 
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The Divine Service 
 †-- congregation stands 

The Preparation 
Pre-Service Music: organ-cello duet Aria by Paul Manz 
 
Please STAND for the Processional Hymn when the chime rings three times   

 

† Processional Hymn 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 
 

† Confession and Absolution p. 184–185 LEFT–HAND COLUMN 

The Service of the Word 
† Introit                                   Psalm 84; antiphon: Psalm 77 

 
our lightnings shone up- | on the ground; *  
 the earth was | moved and shook  

How amiable are Your dwellings, O LORD | God of hosts! * 

  My soul has a desire and longing to enter into the courts | of the LORD.  

Blessèd are they that dwell | in Your house; * 

  they will be always | praising You. 

For one day in Your courts is better than a | thousand; * 
  I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God  

  than to dwell in the tents of un- | godliness. 
For the LORD God is a light and defense;   

 the LORD will give grace and | honor, * 

   and no good thing shall He withhold from them that live a | godly life.  
  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 

         and to the Holy | Spirit; 

Y 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, 
husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, 
rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, 
wasted anything, or done any harm? 
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    as it was in the be- | ginning, *   
      is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your lightnings shone up- | on the ground; *  

      the earth was | moved and shook  
 

† Kyrie    p. 186 
 

† Gloria in Excelsis p. 187–189  
 

† Collect of the Day SUNG responses p. 189 
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the 
faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You 
wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His 
glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Old Testament Reading                               Exodus 3:1–14      
In those days Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he 
led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And 
the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, 
and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside 
to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He 
said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt and have 
heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the 
people of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians 
oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of 
Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign 
for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve 
God on this mountain.” Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to 
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ what 
shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Say this to the people 
of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
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Gradual                                  Psalm 45; 110 

 
You are fairer than the child- | ren of men; * 
  full of grace | are Your lips.  

The LORD said unto My Lord, “Sit at My | right hand, *  

  until I make Your enemies Your | footstool.” 
 

Epistle                 2 Peter 1:16–21 
Beloved: We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He 
received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic 
Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very 
voice borne from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. And we have the 
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing 
this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpret-ation. For no 
prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit. 
 

† Alleluia Verse  p. 190                 Psalm 96 

The congregation sings the SECOND threefold “Alleluia” before and after the Pastor sings the verse. 
 

     Sing unto the LORD and praise His Name; tell of His salvation from | day to day. * 

  Declare His honor to the heathen, and His wonders unto all | peoples. 
 

† Holy Gospel   SUNG responses p. 190          St. Matthew 17:1–9 
 At that time after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high 
mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became as white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 
You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” 
And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came 
and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” When they had lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no one but Jesus only. Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.” 
 

† Nicene Creed p. 191/inside back cover of hymnal 
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† Hymn of the Day Te Deum p. 223–225 
 

Sermon  
 

Organ Voluntary/Offering—Please note your attendance with us on the Record of Fellowship Pad 
 

† Offertory p. 192–93  
 

† Announcements & Prayer of the Church 
After each petition… let us pray to the Lord. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
At the conclusion…one God, now and forever. 
   Amen. 

The Service of the Sacrament of the Altar 
The Liturgy of the Holy Communion follows on p. 194 ff. The Sanctus is sung to the setting below: 

 
    Ho  -   ly,       Ho  -  ly,       Ho  -  ly          Lord,         Lord    God  of 

 
     Sab   -    a    -  oth;       heav’n and    earth     are    full          of     Thy 

 

 
              Bless    -   ed      is          He    that   com -  eth       in     the   name 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Guests who have not previously received Holy Communion at Mount Calvary are kindly 
asked to speak with one of the pastors before approaching the altar for the first time.  
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Distribution Hymns 
810 O God of God, O Light of Light 
395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

    537 Beautiful Savior 
 

† Dismissal 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

unto life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
   Amen. 

 

† Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

Communicants may receive the Body of Christ either in the hand or directly in the mouth. 
Those who receive the Blood of Christ from the chalice are encouraged to take the bottom 
of the chalice with a hand to help guide it to their mouths. 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following before receiving the Sacrament: 
O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; 

but speak only Your Word, and my soul will be healed. 
 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will take the Cup of Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
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The remainder of the service follows at the bottom of p. 200 
 

† Hymn 417  Alleluia, Song of Gladness   
 

See the explanation of the “Farewell to Alleluia” on the next page 
 

 
This Week’s Calendar 

              Today (1/29) THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
   Sunday School & Bible Class 8:45 am 
   Divine Service 10:00 am 
   Life Team meeting after church 
   No Catechism class    
                 Wed (2/1) Matins 10:00 am  
   Women’s Guild 12:30 pm 
   Book Group 6:00 pm    
   Thurs (2/2) Board of Elders meeting 6:30 pm  

     Next Sunday (2/5) SEPTUAGESIMA 
   Sunday School & Bible Class 8:45 am 
   Divine Service 10:00 am 

Catechism class 3:30 pm  
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Farewell to Alleluia 
 

In 586 BC, the people of Judah were exiled 
to Babylon for 70 years because of their 
continued sins against God. This event 
foreshadowed what Christ accomplished for 
us in His death and resurrection. Christ has 
brought us out of exile from our heavenly 
Father, freeing us from bondage to sin, 
death, and hell. The Church celebrates this 
deliverance especially in Holy Week, but it is 
always before us and defines all our life. 
 
Next Sunday will be nearly 70 days before Easter and thus the name of that Sunday is 
Septuagesima (“seventieth”). Beginning next week, we set our faces deliberately toward 
Jerusalem and Easter as Pre-Lent begins (Luke 9:51).  
 
In imitation of God’s exiled people of old, our services give up their most joyous songs 
during Pre-Lent and Lent. Today’s closing hymn, Alleluia, Song of Gladness, bids farewell to 
our Alleluias, calling to mind the words of Psalm 137:  
 

By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion. There 
we hung our harps on the willows. For those who carried us away captive required of 
us a song, saying, “sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How shall we sing the Lord’s 
song in a strange land?  

 
Beginning next week we fast from the word “Alleluia” (which means “Praise the Lord”). 
Following Transfiguration, we pause for three weeks to hear our Lord’s teaching on grace, 
His holy Word, and saving faith. Then we will follow Him for 40 days through the 
wilderness (Lent). As we draw closer to Easter, the worship services get less ornate and more 
somber. At last we arrive at the days of our deliverance: Holy Week and Easter. The next 
time we sing “Alleluia,” it will be in triumphant joy at the Easter Vigil. 
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TODAY’S NOTICES 
The February Newsletter was emailed out this past week. Printed copies are available in the 
narthex. 
 
Pastor Gerike is returning from attending his aunt’s funeral in Wisconsin today. There is no 
catechism class this afternoon. 
 
Sign up for after church coffee downstairs on the bulletin board to the right of the serving 
window. If you have any questions about serving, see Nora Ogden. A sign-up sheet for altar 
flowers is on the bulletin board in the narthex by the elevator. Cost is $30, and you can take 
your flowers home after church. The Altar Guild members for that day can assist you in 
removing the flowers from the vases, putting them in plastic cups, and a basket for easy 
transport to your home. If no one has signed up for the flowers on a Sunday and you would 
like to take them home, you can pay for them that morning and take them home 
 
Prayer Requests: Our homebound members: Maxine Ashton, Pat Helmke, Joanne Jones, Joe 
Kresnik, Dixie Myers, Marilyn Pacas, Betty Popek, Jonas Sarka, Jean Schwalm, Raymond 
Stevens; Our missionaries: Rev. Daniel & Kathy Conrad, Lutherans For Life, the Siberian 
Lutheran Mission Society & Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk; All others in need: 
Paul Luedeman, Dick Chappell, Paula Bruckner, Sandy Kemper, Carol Newton, the Nuer 
people of South Sudan, Lindsay Owens, Elizabeth Fusselman, Sarah Hertwig, Lillian Cuff, 
Ruta Baesler, Sandy Fornuff, Natalie Uhing  
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Mount Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

A congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

402-551-0244    www.mountcalvary-lcms.org 
 

The Reverend Andrew Gerike, Pastor   
  pastor@mountcalvary-lcms.org 
  Study Hours: Tues–Fri 8:30a.m.–12:00 p.m.   

         afternoons by appointment 
 

The Reverend Jeff Duncan, Assistant Pastor 
  revjwduncan@outlook.com 

Church Office - Mrs. Pat Koch, Secretary          
office@mountcalvary-lcms.org 
Tues thru Thurs 7:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

Our Service Schedule: 
The Divine Service with Holy Communion is offered every Sunday and on holy days as 
announced. Matins is prayed on Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Vespers is prayed in Advent & 
Lent on Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

 

Receiving Communion at Mt. Calvary: We care about the spiritual welfare of all who 
commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, please speak to one 
of the pastors before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or of a sister congregation of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation.  

 

Adult Christian Education is taught every Sunday morning at 8:45 in the church basement.  
 

Sunday School for children ages 3-12 is year-round. Lessons are Bible-story based and 
activities are designed to reinforce the biblical lesson.  

 

Pastoral Consultation based on the Holy Scriptures is available from the pastors by 
appointment  

 

The Sick and Homebound are visited regularly by the pastors Please contact the Church 
Office if you know of any parishioner in need of pastoral visitation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organist – Barbara Fremder   Elder –  Roger Koch  
Acolytes – Elijah Gerike & Jace Bohnert Trustee – Art Huntley  
Altar Care – Diane Krebs & Paula Rasmuss 
Counters – Rich Marunda & Rich Ogden 
Ushers – Rich Marunda, Melissa Duncan, Paul Luedeman, Ben Grindstaff 


