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Christ has ascended into heaven. Not the heaven of the birds, He is not flying around in the sky. Nor is He zooming 
about in outer space, the heaven of the stars and planets. He has ascended into the throne room of God, what St. Paul 
calls “the third heaven.” He sits at His Father’s right hand, that is what He is doing right now, it’s the only verb in the 
Second Article of the Creed that is in the present tense. He was incarnate, was crucified, suffered, was buried, rose again 
and ascended. He will come again in glory. But right now, He sits.  
 
And it looks like the world has gone to pot. We do not need to consider the past 2,000 years since our Lord’s ascension; 
we need only look at our own lifespans. And still yet, while the aged members of all preceding generations complained 
about how times had degraded since their youth, we find ourselves doing so in our 30s and 40s. We long not only for life 
as it was in our youth before 9/11, but even before 2020. The world seems to be falling apart. 
 
Things seem to be particularly set against the holy Church. There is, of course, the outward hostility. Throughout the 
world there are violent attacks against churches and Christians. Houses of worship are shot up, firebombed, bulldozed. 
Pastors are kidnapped, sometimes murdered. We are starting to see in this country what our Lord speaks of in today’s 
Gospel: “they will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think 
he is offering service to God.” God’s people are driven out of public life, at least when they make no qualms about 
being God’s people.  
 
And notice what our Lord says, that those who are against Christians will think that they are “offering service to God.” 
They will be convinced they are doing God’s work. And so St. Paul himself when he was Saul, breathed out murderous 
threats. The Muslims cry out, “Allahu akbar,” “Allah is great.” Think about some of the movements and forces in this 
country. Some are now quite literally militantly set on using violence to pursue their aims. They do not care about 
terrorizing families, destroying people’s businesses, livelihoods, or property. They don’t speak that much about “god,” but 
they do have a god whom they worship. That god demands absolute obedience. Calls for civility, dialogue, for genuine 
tolerance all fall of deaf ears. You are not just expected to be silent in either assent or opposition, you are to vocally, 
enthusiastically support, affirm, and celebrate, or you will be destroyed. 
 
In a sense, these things are beneficial for us. Where in recent years past it was subtle, hard to see or explain what was 
wrong, we now see Satan’s work for what it is unmasked: manifestly evil, anti-Christian. In the face of such things, we 
speak God’s truth: Babies are human beings. Boys are boys and girls are girls. Marriage is between a man and a woman. 
Children belong to their parents, not the state. The accused is to be presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of 
his peers. It is the Bible that tells us how to be a Christian, not the government. All have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God, there is no one righteous, no, not one. God loved the world and sent His Son to die for the world, in Him 
alone there is free forgiveness, and those once at enmity are now brother and sister. That stuff is easy. There is no need to 
debate these things in the church because God’s Word is abundantly clear on these things. We just need the courage and 
godly zeal to confess these things unashamed. And be willing to suffer for it. That courage, zeal, and willingness come 
only from the Holy Spirit, let us implore Him for these gifts. 
 
There is another front that is far more insidious. Where an easy time, an enjoyable life, a life without pain or difficulty is 
prized above all other things. Where God’s gifts of recreation and rest are separated from, prized above, the things that 
He gives that last to eternity. How many young people so you know who were raised in the church, perhaps your own 
children, who now do not attend church, whose hearts have fallen in love with this world and its glories and its pleasures? 
Whose idea of celebrating Mother’s Day is to take mom out for brunch, rather than accompany her to the house of the 
Lord? 
 
As much as that has been a problem for decades, it is getting even worse. Because now there is real social stigma to 
coming to a place such as this, to confessing what we believe. We are not too far removed from a time where if you are 
going to get ahead in life, be admitted to university or promoted at work, have access to all the financial institutions and 
perks that we have, then you will need to be a Christian as the world defines it, rather than the Bible. Which basically 
means you are nice and don’t say anything that would ever make anyone feel bad. That is what most people, even many 
who see themselves as Christians, think Christianity is about. Jesus came to show us how to be nice to each other.  
 



The world seems to be set against the church, against God’s kingdom, against God’s people, and that is no simplistic 
pious platitude, it is what many of us suffer and think and experience. And yet it is not true. That is not what is really 
going on. Because what the Ascension of our Lord means is that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father, that is, He is the 
King, He rules over all things everywhere by His almighty power. There is no where we can go that is not under His 
divine rule and authority.  
 
Who is in charge? I mean really? It is tempting for us to say Jesus is in charge, that He’s the king, but really it’s the 
government, or the media, the World Health Organization, this worldwide conspiracy or that, or even the Devil. And so 
we are led to fear and trust in those things more than we fear and trust in Jesus. 
 
We need to reverse that mentality. We need to say this, that, or the other person or group thinks they are in charge, they 
are not. No one gets a free reign in this world, because Christ our Lord, having died and risen again for us has made 
perfect atonement for our sins, and that one, our Lord and God, the one who has died for us because He loves us, that 
same one who loves us is King over all, right now, and He continues to reign in love for us, for His Church.  
 
That is what the prophet Daniel saw in his vision. He saw what was going on in heaven at the Ascension. The Son of Man 
has come before His Father and He has been “given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, 
and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” 
 
So how do these two things fit together, that what we experience in this world, in this life, is often difficult, that, as 
Scripture plainly says, “the days are evil” (Eph 5:16), AND that our Lord reigns over all things for the good of His 
Church? We understand this in light of the cross. Not just our Lord’s, but our own which we are called to take up and 
follow after our Lord as we deny ourselves. Sometimes we need affliction. To bring us to repentance. To see that the easy 
times which God’s people have enjoyed in this world, they has often squandered, wasted, and become too aligned to this 
world. To strengthen our faith and hope and put all our trust in Him. What we suffer in this life is permitted, sometimes 
even given, by our Lord in His wisdom, for our good, with His ultimate aim for us in mind: that He strengthen and keep 
us firm in His Word and faith until we die, that we be given a blessed end, and be graciously taken from this valley of 
sorrow to Himself in heaven. 
 
This does not mean we give up on this world, that we do not fight and contend against evil to make things better, to 
pursue true godly justice and peace. We are bid to keep the Commandments, God’s real will for us as we live in this life, to 
serve and bless others according to our stations in life, knowing all the while that the way things go are not out of our 
Lord’s control. He has not abandoned us. That is what the giving of the Holy Spirit, what we will celebrate with joyful 
hearts next week, means. The Spirit gives us all that is Christ’s, brings us His Word, His promises. He gives to us His 
seven-fold gifts of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge, piety, and the fear of God.  
 
Jesus has told these things to the disciples and to us, that we would remember. Not to despair, but to put our trust in 
Him. That we might work in continued service to Him and others in this life. That we might fight what is evil, against the 
temptations of the devil, against the allurements and wickedness of this world, against the sinful flesh which clings to us. 
And that we might pray, calling upon He who is our Priest who ever prays for us and promises to hear, He who is our 
King, reigning over all for our good. There’s a pretty good summary for our life in this world as we wait in faith: work, 
fight, pray. 
 


