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Devil, world, and flesh seek to snatch away, lead away, and choke off the Word of God. That is the ever-present 
threat. We are attacked by these things daily. The devil works to snatch the Word of God away from us like birds 
snatch up newly planted seeds. What is sown with the hope that it will sprout and grow and bring forth fruit is 
taken away. You can be sure that whatever would keep the Word of God from you is of the devil. Wherever the 
silencing of God’s Word takes place, you can know that the devil is at work. Where you would speak up and confess 
the truth, but remain silent out of fear, pressure, or weakness, there is where the devil has taken the Word of God 
out of your mouth, and where that happens over and over, the reach of the Evil One soon extends all the way 
down to the heart. The mouth that is too-often muzzled from confessing soon leads to a heart that denies.  
 
The world tempts those who have no root to fall away. A young seedling, when not cared for, when not hardened 
off to adjust from life in the sheltered house to the harsh elements, when not checked on for too much water or too 
little, before it has grown and established itself well enough to withstand what sun, wind, and rain bring, will be 
overcome and die. So it is for those who are young and who are new to the faith. This is why the Christian 
instruction and raising of our young people is so important. The seed of faith that is given and sprouts at baptism 
must nurtured and cared for, this is the most vital time for the plant to be well established.  
 
This is why you parents must be vigilant and attentive to what your children are being taught in school, what they 
are exposed to among friends and elsewhere. You must give serious consideration to where the line is, and what you 
will do when that line is crossed. You must consider what you are willing to suffer to ensure that your children are 
not taught in the ways of godlessness. We live in a time far worse than our own youth, where what is happening can 
just be chalked up to teenage rebellion. The way the world outside today speaks and thinks is increasingly at direct 
odds with what God’s Word teaches.  
 
The world teaches those ungodly ways through its catechisms, it gives its own instruction through classrooms, 
television, phone, and social media. This does not necessarily mean that we must reject each and every one of those 
out of hand, though that time may very well come. It does mean that we cannot be inattentive to those things, we 
cannot trust them, we dare not think they are neutral. Even non-Christian tech gurus are known to limit their 
children’s exposure to technology purely on the basis of what too much exposure at a young age does to the brain 
and how we think. Factor in what is pushed on social media, and we have all the more reason to be cautious, to be 
aware, to set limits.  
 
The world is tempting in its speech and promises, it is very convincing in its teaching. It shapes how adult 
Christians think and speak. Just consider how we treat and speak of money. It’s a treasure, it is to be valued, we 
want to have a lot of it, plenty of reserves, and we fret over whether there will be enough. Now think about how we 
often hear children spoken of. They bring trouble, they’re expensive, don’t want to have too many. The Bible 
speaks the exact opposite ways. We have come to our understanding and way of speaking because we have been 
taught by the world. If we adults, those who are mature in the faith, are so easily affected by what is around us, and 
we are. What of those who are young? This is also why we take special care with regard to those adults who are new 
to the faith, to welcome them, befriend them, to let them know that they have a real family here, and that a family 
cares for one another, prays for one another, to encourage them in their learning more of the faith. 
 
Then there is that most pernicious enemy, the one who lies within each of us and who so willingly buys the devil’s 
lies and readily hears the empty promises of the world: our sinful flesh, the part that is so bent on pursuing anything 
and everything other than the one thing needful. We crave entertainment and a good time, and so you will willingly 
give up a whole day for tailgating and a game, spend untold hundreds, thousands even, on tickets, gear, and all the 
necessities and fixin’s. You come to church when there’s nothing else on the family calendar, when it’s convenient 
and works for you. You will trust God when life goes smoothly and well, but when the pangs of age, the spectre of 
sickness, or the trials and stresses of life arise, you’d rather attend to matters yourself, and commend yourself into 
the hands of physicians you can see, rushing to make all the necessary appointments before even crying out to your 
Father in heaven. 



Entertainment isn’t bad. Life as a family and all the activities that come with it aren’t bad. Doctors who attend to 
the needs of body and mind aren’t bad. These are all good gifts of God. But they have their proper place and order. 
There is one thing that we are to keep, to hold fast and firmly cling to. There is one thing that we are willing to 
patiently endure anything for, to stand our ground and hold it come what may, and that is the Word of God. 
 
Many of you know that I garden, I’m getting ready for my fourth year. I love it, the family loves it, but it’s 
agonizing. It teaches you patience. The soil has to be prepped, the seed has to be sown, and then you have to wait. 
You hope the birds don’t get too many seeds, that the squirrels don’t dig too many up. Once the sprouts pop up 
and from then on, you hope the rabbits don’t get them (I have my own remedies for that problem!), you might have 
to cover things up for a late frost. You have to care for the plants, water, fertilize, stake up the tall ones to support 
them, and of course, weed, weed, and weed. It teaches patience and work, and all sorts of things, all kinds of 
miserable weather has to be endured. But I put up with it, I endure it with patience because I love gardening. 
 
To my shame, I am often far more diligent in caring for my garden than I am my spiritual life. I am more attentive 
to caring for the plants growing in my yard than I am with cultivating the Word of God and its fruits in me. Repent. 
You and I must repent because we put up with end endure all sorts of things that we value more than the one thing 
that devil, world, and flesh conspire together to take away. And in so doing, we are accomplices in the threat to our 
faith. 
 
The Divine Sower sows, continually casting about the seed that He plainly says is the Word of God. That is the 
great consolation for we who have failed and sinned. We are in the time of grace, this is the mystery of the kingdom 
of heaven that is given us to understand. We have been told how God continues to work to put His Word into our 
hearts. It is like when the teacher tells you in as many words: “This is what is going to be on the exam.” You know 
where God is, how He is at work to bring and sustain you in the holy faith. 
 
Lent is now just a week and-a-half away. Last week you were directed to the Lenten disciplines, those practices that 
Christians have historically taken up to train themselves. As much as Lent is a time to discipline the flesh, to fast, to 
pray, and to give alms, good and worthy practices to take up, Lent is also and even more so, a time to add the 
hearing of the Word, to grow in our use of the Means of Grace.  
 
Here is where the booklet mentioned in last week’s sermon on the Ten Commandments and examination in 
preparation for Communion and confession and absolution can be especially helpful, and I will again encourage you 
to make use of the tremendous gift of individual absolution at least once this Lent. 
 
Another very easy suggestion to deepen your hearing and meditation upon the Word, not just for Lent but for the 
rest of your life, is to listen to the sermon in an active way, that is, with two main questions in mind: first, what is it 
about? It can be a word or phrase, not more than a sentence, just listen for what it is about.  
 
The second question is a little bit harder, because most of us probably don’t listen for this: what did the preacher 
say? What’s it about, what was said about it. Those two main questions. If you have those in your mind, you can 
even write them down each week, you have something to think about and talk about with your family or friends, 
you can bring the Word of God which you have heard into your life each day the rest of that week.  
 
There’s further help in learning to listen for that second question, how to listen for what is being said. St. Paul tells 
us that Scripture is given for a few different things, it has a couple purposes:  
 

1. It teaches: it instructs us in what we are to do or believe.  
 
2. It admonishes: that is, it exhorts the Christian in holy living. That’s what this sermon is doing right now, 
you are being admonished, encouraged, to think about how to improve and strengthen your active hearing 
of the preaching of God’s Word.  

 



3. It warns: it shows what is either false teaching or unholy living, points out what is wicked and evil and 
warns against it. The first part of this sermon did that just as the first part of the Parable does that: this is 
what happens most of the time people hear the Word of God. Look around you, remember what threatens 
your hearing of the Word of God and faith! 
 
4. Finally, consolation. God’s Word is given to comfort, to console us with what Christ Jesus has done and 
continues to do to save us and keep us. He is continually reaching out to you with His Word, to give you 
faith and strengthen and keep you in that faith. He is working through His Word to bring about fruit, that 
you grow in your faith and understanding, it is He who is at work now, bringing about in you a desire for 
the good things He gives you and the will to pursue them. 

 
Teaching, admonition, warning, and consoling. 
 
So, first listen for what the sermon is about, the topic. Then, listen for what is said about it, and that is done 
through looking at how Scripture teaches, admonishes, warns, and consoles. This is helpful not just for sermons, 
but for your own reading of Scripture. Keep those simple things in mind, and you will not only get more out of the 
sermon, but have a way of reading Scripture, and keeping what you hear and read in your mind and conversation.  
 
As this word, the Word of God is heard and learned, considered and meditated upon, works its way into your 
conversation and thinking, devils are chased away, the world is rebuked, and your sinful flesh is put to death. 
Because this word has God’s own promise, it will accomplish the purpose for which He sends it, your salvation, not 
just at any moment in time, but for all eternity. 
 
 
     


