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Luther was not at Augsburg in 1530. His great moment before the emperor was nine years earlier in 1521 when he had 
stood alone and refused to take back his writings and deny what he taught. “Here I stand” he had said. And he remained 
true to the Word of God that he preached. But that statement, however powerful, was the confession of just one man. 
What the emperor wanted in 1530 was a statement from the rulers who followed Luther. He wanted to know what was 
taught and practiced in the churches in their territories which had taken up Luther’s reformation. Luther couldn’t come to 
Augsburg. After his earlier confession the emperor had declared him an outlaw. And so he was forced to stay away when 
the very same emperor summoned the Lutheran princes to give an account of themselves.  
 
The task of writing a confession for those who confessed Luther’s teachings fell to his good friend and close associate, 
Philipp Melanchthon. Along with other theologians and officials, Melanchthon completed the task and in so doing 
produced a masterpiece, a work that with simplicity, clarity, and power, demonstrates the biblical and truly catholic 
character of the Lutheran faith. When it was completed, the chancellor of the elector of Saxony publicly read it to the 
emperor and all those assembled, acting not on behalf of theologians, but of princes and politicians, laymen, who 
represented and protected the churches in their territories.  
 
It’s fitting that our hymnal includes the date of June 25 for the anniversary of the Augsburg Confession in the church 
calendar. It is just as fitting, perhaps even more so to commemorate the Reformation in late June than October 31. When 
Luther wrote his 95 Theses in 1517, he still believed in Purgatory and acknowledged the Roman pope as the head of the 
universal church. The Augsburg Confession, however, stands squarely on the Word of God. It was not Melanchthon’s 
personal statement, even though he wrote most of it. Nor was it Luther’s even though his teachings had inspired it. 
Instead, it belonged to the churches that confessed it. “Here I stand,” said Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms. “Here we 
stand” said the Lutherans on June 25, 1530 at the Diet of Augsburg. And so we continue to say today. 
 
Now the danger is that days like today or October 31 are fraught with the danger of triumphalist parochialism. There’s the 
temptation to just turn it into a German Oktoberfest celebration, reduce it to a cultural heritage thing. Or the history of 
the Lutheran Church can easily become so sacred to us that we think that the Holy Spirit was not working between the 
death of the apostle John and the early sixteenth century, that everything and everyone between the time of the apostles 
and Luther was in error, that the historical, theological, liturgical, and musical heritage of the previous 1500 years was all 
junk. That is not the opinion of the confessors at Augsburg. They did not bristle at the word “catholic,” they retained and 
claimed it for themselves, they said that word belonged to them more than it belonged to the Romish party. They did not 
chuck everything that came before them, but gladly retained all that could be kept so long as it did not go against 
Scripture, because they saw themselves in continuity with, the true heirs of the church of previous ages. 
 
The greatness of the Augsburg Confession is not that it is narrow, that it applies only to us Lutherans, but that it is an 
affirmation of the biblical, catholic faith of the Christian church from the time of the apostles on. The point made in the 
Augsburg Confession is that Lutherans believe what Christians have always believed, that’s what “catholic” means. At the 
end of Article 21, the confessors that their faith does not deviate from the Scriptures, from the church catholic, nor from 
the Church of Rome, that is, the Western Church, as it was known from the writings of the fathers. Reading the first 21 of 
the 28 articles of the Augsburg Confession, there is not much that would tell you it is from sixteenth-century Germany. It 
resembles the three ecumenical Creeds in being superhistorical, easily lifted out of the immediate circumstances to give 
expression to the faith that all Christians have everywhere believed. 
 
Twelve hundred years before Augsburg, other men said at Nicaea: “Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.” This is the faith of Augsburg. The Confession of 1530 gives no new doctrine, but restates all the 
teachings of the church in the light of the basic truth that God justifies all men freely for the sake of Jesus Christ through 
faith. What Nicaea gave us in short about Christ’s life to save us is applied at Augsburg to all of Church doctrine: God 
does everything for us. He accepts us for the sake of His Son’s sacrifice. And the God who loved sinners so much that He 
once came to live among us to save us has never left us. His Holy Spirit uses our mouths to preach this salvation. He 
delivers the fruits of His sacrifice to us through His Sacrament so that each of us may know that the Father accepts us 
because of that saving death. 
 



Nicaea and Augsburg are but two instances in the life of the church where she follows the words of Jesus in Matthew 10. 
He bids His believers to confess Him, to speak of Him, to say the same thing that He says in His Word and that we need 
not fear anyone or anything in this world. We are often weak and afraid, but “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power” (2 Tim 1:7), of boldness. Consider the three young men in Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, an all-powerful king, is 
angry and threatens them with a fiery death. We are not told that they weren’t afraid. But they have been told to do 
something God plainly said not to do. The order was to bow down and worship a golden idol. They have nothing else to 
say. They confess their God, the one true God, the God who is able to deliver them unharmed from the flames. But even 
if He wills that they come to Himself in heaven, they will not bow down and worship Nebuchadnezzar’s idol. They are far 
more afraid of God than of a little self-idolatrous tyrant. They heed the God who raises the dead rather than the threats 
and promises of survival from Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
So also Peter and John, all the apostles, despite threats, plots, beatings, stonings, shipwrecks, they do not back down. They 
must continue to preach, to confess, they even write it down, giving us the New Testament, the very words they once 
confessed with their lips are now given to us to do the same. 
 
And the Spirit of boldness, who long ago inspired the very words we receive and revere, gives that same faith and 
boldness through these words as we take them up, as we confess, speaking in one voice with the Scriptures, with the 
Church catholic, with the confessors of Nicaea and Augsburg who Jesus is, what He has done, and what He continues to 
do, for this is how sinners are saved. This is how those who are terrified are comforted with the giving of a clean 
conscience through the declaration of Almighty God that your sins are forgiven through the death of Jesus, that whatever 
hatred and suffering you must bear in this life, even to the destruction of your body, it will be undone with the glory of 
the resurrection of the dead. All these promises are given and guaranteed by Christ Himself through the Means of Grace, 
administered in the gathering of all those who confess these truths.  
 
You are not alone. You have the Lord Jesus who has made the good confession for you. You have the Father in heaven 
who speaks well of you. You have your brothers and sisters, not just here in this building, but all over this country, 
throughout the world, and even in heaven from all manner of times and places, confessing with one voice this eternal 
Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit who speaks tongues of fire into dim hope and cold hearts, making us bold to 
shine His Word of grace into darkness and lovelessness. With the wonderful news on Friday, we have new and numerous 
opportunities to do that in this country and community. 
 
In the years after Luther’s death, the Lutheran churches were divided. They argued about various doctrines, some wanting 
to compromise with other Christians and water down the truth to try to achieve more political clout by having larger 
numbers of people on the same page. Sound familiar? There is nothing new under the sun!  
 
Well, over the course of a few years those disagreements were hammered out. Consensus was achieved. But not by 
political compromises and back-room deals concealed in darkness, not by just agreeing to disagree, saying our 
commonalities outnumber our differences. Concord was won by the Scriptures stated clearly and plainly, by rejecting error 
for what it is: error that robs sinners of comfort and Christ of His glory as the sole Savior. And so, 50 years to the day of 
the Augsburg Confession’s presentation before the Holy Roman Emperor, the Book of Concord was published in 1580. 
It’s also called the Lutheran Confessions or by its Latin name which will be familiar to many of you: “Concordia.” It 
contains the Three Ecumenical Creeds of the Early Church, the Augsburg Confession and its Apology, the Small and 
Large Catechisms, the Smalcald Articles, a Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and finally the Formula of 
Concord. It is these confessions, these statements of what we as Lutherans believe and teach, what our churches look like, 
that define what it means to be Lutheran, and so this congregation, all our sister churches, every pastor when he is 
ordained and installed, every teacher in our schools, says “This is what I believe. These Confessions are my own.” 
 
At the heart of them all is what St. Peter confessed to Jesus: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” That is 
taken up in every age of the Church, down to today. It is our own confession, made with one voice aloud from the 
housetops. It is spoken before self-absorbed Nebuchadnezzars and more recent rulers, before scoffing unbelievers 
whether the Jerusalem Sanhedrin or those alive today, before threatening Emperors like Charles V in 1530 or new voices 
demanding compromise and conformity. Because we speak of Christ Jesus, because we know that what He has done to 
save us is certain and sure, we are so bold as to take up the words that end the Formula of Concord, the last of our 
Lutheran Confessions: “with intrepid,” that is “fearless, bold, unwavering,” “with intrepid hearts, we are willing to appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ with this Confession and give an account of it.”  


