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Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful; and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Alleluia! 
 
The Church gathers to celebrate with great joy the Nativity of our Lord at Holy Christmas. With even greater joy and 
gladness, we celebrated our Lord’s resurrection from the dead fifty days ago on Easter Sunday. But it is all the more fitting 
for us to be joyful this day as we remember the giving of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Because if it were not for the giving 
of the Spirit, there would be no point to celebrating Christmas or Easter. Because it is by the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
that the benefits of Christ’s holy incarnation and nativity, His baptism, fasting, and temptation, His cross and passion, His 
precious death and burial, His glorious resurrection and ascension, the Holy Spirit bestows the merits of these upon us 
through the preaching of the Gospel, wherever that occurs. 
 
That is what Jesus Himself says in today’s Gospel: the Holy Spirit is sent to “teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all the things that I said.” Salvation has been accomplished and won by the Son of God in human flesh. 
It is now given through the Spirit who works wherever the Scriptures are proclaimed, wherever Christ’s Sacraments are 
administered according to His institution, where what Christ said is to be done is done. Wherever water is given with His 
Word, the name of the Triune God, wherever bread and wine are given with His own promise that it is His body and 
blood, that where the forgiveness of sins is spoken on the basis of His death for sin, the great gifts of forgiveness, life, 
union with Christ, and salvation are given. In all these, it is the word and promise of Jesus that stands at the heart and 
center. And where there is the word of Jesus, there is the Holy Spirit, sent to work through that word to create and sustain 
faith. Sent to enliven and strengthen us in that word. Sent to enable and fortify a life that bears witness to the truth of that 
word. 
 
Salvation is no longer bound to the voice of our Lord walking about this earth in first century Palestine. It is bound to 
wherever His word is spoken, in whatever language, in whatever time. That is what we see begin on Pentecost. The 
apostles, once cowardly and fearful, confused and misguided, are given to understand the Scriptures clearly and they 
boldly proclaim in Jerusalem, the very city that clamored for the Lord’s crucifixion only 52 days before, that this Jesus was 
raised from the dead, exalted at the right hand of God, that this Jesus, the one they crucified, now lives and is both Lord 
and Christ, that this Jesus is God of Israel and the Messiah.  
 
These are the mighty works of God which they proclaimed in all manner of languages, a miraculous gift of the Spirit, 
bestowed on the apostles in order that all those gathered in Jerusalem might hear clearly, make no mistake, lose nothing in 
translation, and believe. Many Christians today place a lot of emphasis on this speaking in other languages, and will talk 
about speaking in tongues as a gift that true Christians should have. Notice what the Bible itself says here. Notice how the 
attention in all of Acts 2 is not so much on the special gift of speaking languages, but on the content of what the apostles 
are saying and the effect of their preaching. The crowd does not just marvel at the apostles’ speaking in different 
languages, it is that they can each understand the proclamation of the mighty works of God in their own language. The 
emphasis is not on the act itself, but on the content, on what is being preached. There is no promise to us today that we 
will receive such gifts. What we do have promised to us is the Spirit’s working to do what Jesus said He would: to deliver 
what is Christ’s by nature and right to us by grace, that He will work faith in us to receive what Jesus gives. 
 
As the apostles did this, some mocked, as always happens when the church speaks. “They’re drunk.” “They’re crazy.” 
“They’re wacko weirdos, to think that the death of one man not 52 days ago means anything.” But from that time on, the 
disciples did not cower, did not back down. They spoke on the basis of what they had witnessed and how that fulfilled all 
the ancient promises of the Scriptures.  
 
From their preaching about three thousand souls were cut to the heart, brought to repentance and faith. They were 
baptized for the forgiveness of sins, added to the holy Church. They devoted themselves to continually hearing the 
apostle’s preaching, to the fellowship that is witnessed in the breaking of the bread, to a life of common prayer. There is, 
perhaps no clearer depiction in Scripture of the Holy Church as it is on this earth than in today’s second reading. No 
clearer depiction of the work of the Holy Spirit, how and where it is that He works in bringing Christ’s words to 
remembrance, in continuing to bring the peace which Christ has won for us to us. 
 



And so it is to this very day, and will be until the Lord returns in glory. Like Holy Christmas, like the Resurrection of our 
Lord at Easter, today is not just about a history lesson, is not just about what once happened long ago. On this day we see 
what our God has done for us to save us. Even more so, on this day we see how our God delivers that salvation to us. As 
we heard in Acts, so the Lord has done for two thousand years since and even this very day. He calls by the Gospel, 
enlightens with His gifts, sanctifies and keeps in the one true faith. He does this not just you, but for the whole Christian 
church. 
 
And as then, so also today some mock. Today the jeers go far beyond accusations of drunkenness. This ought not surprise 
us. Over the past weeks we have heard our Lord speak of this. On May 8, Jubilate Sunday, we heard Him say “you will 
weep and lament, but the world will rejoice.” On May 15, Cantate Sunday He said “sorrow has filled your heart.” 
On May 22, Rogate He says: “In the world you will have tribulation.” And last Sunday, Exaudi, after the apostle Peter 
told us “do not be surprised as the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you,” Jesus is even more explicit “they will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is 
coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.” 
 
This is what the Church will receive from the world. Peter points out it’s far too early in the day for these men to be 
drunk. We too have recourse to the obvious. The Church uses logic. Christians draw on the created order and make use of 
plain reason. We do no wrong in this, even as Paul claims the rights of a Roman citizen that he might bear witness to 
Caesar. And we are regularly told in the Scriptures that a godly life will put unbelievers to shame when they accuse us of 
evil, even as we see our Lord do at His trial before the Sanhedrin, “If I have spoken wrong, testify to the wrong.” 
 
The Holy Church’s confession, your hope and faith is not irrational or illogical, there are simply some mysteries beyond 
our comprehension. But the power of our confession, the basis of our hope and faith is God’s own Word through which 
He works. He works to strengthen and preserve you. He works through your confession of His Word to change and 
convert others, to bring them into the fellowship of His Church alongside you and all those who continue to devote 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, that is, the reading and proclamation of the Holy Scriptures, to the fellowship of the 
breaking of the bread at this altar, and the prayers shared in our common life together lived from the liturgy wherein the 
Holy Spirit continually teaches, rebukes, and comforts through the word contained therein. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful; and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Alleluia! 
 
 


