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Sinners are saved by God’s grace for us Christ Jesus which is received by faith. If nothing else has come across from this 
series on Baptism, let it be this: salvation is by what God has already done and He gives that as a gift. It is in hearing of 
what God has done to save us that faith is created, and latches hold of what God says and gives. To whom does God 
speak this word of salvation? To whom does He give this gift? We could ask it this way: for whom did Christ Jesus come 
as the Savior to die and rise again from the dead? 
 
No Christian would say, “Well, He only did that for adults. He only did that for those who could consciously hear of this 
and decide to believe it.” But that is really the issue, that is the implication of saying that baptism is not for everyone, 
regardless of age or ability. We have heard and confessed how Baptism bestows upon us the kingdom of heaven, that is, it 
gives us Christ and all that is His as our own possession: His life, His righteousness, His death to sin, His resurrection. If 
that’s not the kingdom of God, I don’t know what is!  
 
In Mark chapter 10, we hear our Lord plainly speak of the kingdom belonging to children. “Little children,” in 
Matthew’s Gospel. Luke makes it explicit that infants are among those brought to Jesus. What Jesus has come to give, He 
has come to give to all, even the littlest children. There is no one who is left out, no one who is excluded of what Jesus has 
done for all humanity. Because all humanity needs it. 
 
When Jesus says that to enter the kingdom of God we must receive it like a child, that is not an indication of innocence. It 
is true that young children are judicially innocent, they have not committed gross crimes. This is one reason we are 
opposed to abortion. Those who have not committed a serious crime ought not to be put to death. That is why even in 
the most difficult cases of pregnancy, true justice requires that an unborn child not be put to death because of the sin of 
his or her father. It is not at all just to say, “Well, because of the circumstances of this child’s conception, it’s okay to end 
that life.”  
 
And yet we also recognize that even as there is civil justice which demands the protection of judicially innocent life, there 
is also the realm of divine justice, how things are when we stand before God. Well the Scripture is clear, before Him 
“none is righteous, no, not one.” As David confesses in his great psalm of repentance: “Behold, I was brought forth 
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps 51:5). “Every intention of the thoughts of [man’s] heart 
[is] only evil continually” (Gen 6:5).  
 
The only solution and remedy, the only giving of a new and living heart, is through Christ Jesus, being born again, being 
born from above. This is the very point of our Lord’s teaching to Nicodemus in John chapter 3. Nicodemus is a Pharisee. 
We see throughout the Gospels how the Pharisees thought that righteousness was attained by righteous living. This 
thinking is what Jesus is bringing Nicodemus out of. The kingdom is not by merit, is not deserved because of moral 
conduct, it is given as a gift.  
 
To “see the kingdom of God” Jesus says, one must be born of God. It’s likened to a birth, to being born. Well what 
role, what conscious decision did you undertake when you were born? What active part did you play in your conception? 
None. Just as in the days, weeks, months, years, after your birth you did not dress, clothe, or feed yourself. It was all given 
to you, even your very name. Times, customs, and cultures vary over the span of 2,000 years that stands between us today 
and Jesus and Nicodemus, but these basic realities are the same. Here we see the divine wisdom of our Lord. He uses an 
image that anyone of any time or place or culture, can understand.  
 
It is upon those who cannot do it for themselves that these good gifts, beginning with life itself, are given. That is what it 
means to receive the kingdom of God as child. Not by right, not because it is owed, or chosen, but as a gift. That is why 
this text from Mark 10 is read not just at the baptism of children, but also at the baptism of adults. Because the gift of life 
with God, of faith itself, is seen in no clearer way than God giving it to children, to those who can only receive. A 
Christian is ever dependent upon God to give what we need, not just in this body and life, but also for our spiritual life. 
That is why Jesus holds children up as the model of what it means to be a Christian. A child can only be given to, can but 
receive what others give and provide. 
 



This is why the real miracle is not that infants and young children can believe in Jesus, can have faith. The real miracle is 
that adults do. Newborns don’t complain about what clothes you put on them. It is as children grow that they put up 
obstacles to what is given them. “I don’t want to wear that shirt, I want the Pooh Bear shirt!” “I don’t like this food, I 
want something else!” It is as we grow, as we become aware of ourselves, as our reason develops, that is where the 
obstacles to faith come. To take an adult through instruction in the Word of God, to catechize them in preparation for 
Baptism, is nothing other than to get them to realize that they must be as a child, that faith is not simply a matter of 
knowledge of facts or having all the answers to our intellectual satisfaction, it is, above all things, the receiving of what 
God alone can give. 
 
As we age and grow, faith does reflect on itself. We think about God’s Word, we ask questions and seek answers, and we 
talk about these things. I love few things in this life more than talking theology with my pastor friends, to plumb the 
depths of God’s Word and the history of theology to better understand what we believe and know about God. But that is 
not what makes faith what it is. Even more the most astute scholar of Scripture, the most mature of Christians, must 
come before God as a child and be given to, given what they most desperately need. 
 
The children of Jerusalem have heard the Scriptures, heard of the long-promised King who would come to save them 
from their sins. On Palm Sunday they see Jesus come into their city, hear Him talk in the temple, and they simply confess 
the truth: “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The children get it. The chief priests and scribes are torked. Not just because 
they hate Jesus, but, likely they are like the disciples. They think children don’t know anything. They are not as learned, 
cannot possibly understand these things. 
 
They have heard the Word of God. They believe, it is far easier for them to believe. They are able then to see Jesus and 
put two and two together. Jesus quotes the psalmist: “Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies You have 
prepared praise.” There you have it, Jesus Himself shows us how the Scriptures teach that God prepares the confession 
of faith to come from the mouths of infants and babies. Let us not marvel, let us not shrink away from daring to say that 
the Word of God works faith in the hearts of children, even before they are born.  
 
Here is where real science that observes, hypothesizes, tests, and repeats, is a real gift of God. For we now know that 
newborns already recognize the voices of their parents, especially mom. With each of my own children, I have seen how 
at even just a few weeks old, they can tell when it’s mom or dad holding them, or someone else. And they let everyone 
within earshot know when it’s not mom or dad! Why then, would we say, that such human trust is possible, but not the 
knowledge and trust of the heart that is worked by almighty God through His Word? 
 
We bring our children to Jesus because He has what they need. We bring them to where He has promised to be. We can 
have confidence that He will give to them what He desires to give them: faith to receive His forgiveness, deliverance, and 
salvation. And may we ever see ourselves, whatever age we are, as little children, receiving from our Lord what He desires 
and promises to give, placing our deepest trust in Him.  
 
 


