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This Sunday shows the demonic realm at work. We heard of it in last Sunday’s Gospel, but it was not really seen. We were 
simply told that the daughter of the Canaanite woman was oppressed by a demon. Today, Jesus comes face-to-face with a 
man who cannot speak because He is possessed by a demon, and He casts it out. For three hundred years, our rationalistic 
age has attempted to explain away the many mentions in the Gospels of demonic possession. Oh, it was just mental 
illness, epilepsy, or some other disability. And it is true that there are those who suffer from such maladies of the mind or 
body. But Scripture is clear that demonic oppression, and even possession, is real. Our Lord does battle not just against 
Satan in the wilderness, but also against Satan’s legions who have been deployed into the very same realm in which we 
live. These battles are mentioned in passing a number of times in the Gospels, listed along with other healings.  
 
There are also many detailed accounts of Jesus casting out demons. The Gospels vividly present us with a world that is 
filled with demons that live among people and inside them, who wander about wild places, seeking respite, but not finding 
it. They often enter into dialogue with Jesus when He confronts them. They make requests of Him, such as for Him to let 
them go into a herd of pigs.  
 
And for as much as our educated world scoffs at the possibility of such things, or insists that these were just the 
“demons” of neurological or psychological illness, our culture is obsessed with the demonic, especially in films. Add to 
this the demand for healers, psychics, the need to check the horoscope. And there is the simple reality that the reason we 
sin is often because of temptation. Our sinful flesh is enticed, not just by inanimate things, but by agents of Satan, the 
intelligence operatives of perdition, scheming to undermine your faith, your very life, working always to turn you against 
God. 
 
So it is that in our Rite of Holy Baptism, whether for children or adults, there is a renunciation of Satan, an announcement 
to him that this one about to be baptized is being claimed by another. At the beginning of our baptismal rite we hear these 
words: “The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the devil 

until Christ claims us as His own. Therefore,  depart, you unclean spirit, and make room for the Holy Spirit.” The spoil 
and prey of humanity is taken one by one, soul by soul, from the clutches of the Devil, and made Christ’s possession. Not 
for Him to use, to control for His own purposes, but to save and bring into life. 
 
This gives us a very simple and clear diagnostic for life. When some desire or plan crops up in your mind, just ask 
yourself, where is this from? If both God and the devil were watching, who would be pleased and who would not? What 
is your day filled with? What is your home, your speech, the thoughts of your mind, filled with? Jesus gives the stark 
warning that if it is not the things of God, His Word, His way of speaking and thinking, then it will swiftly be occupied by 
the evil one.  And when the Word of God has been lost, cast out and the soul has been fortified against it, the state of 
such a person is worse off than before they became a Christian. 
 
We see this truth in the Western world, don’t we? Where Christ has been abandoned and rejected, the state of that person, 
of that people, is worse than when they were pagan. The kinds of things practiced, promoted, protected by law today, 
what our government seeks to export to other nations, are things that even the pagans of Greece and Rome, and our 
barbarian ancestors of the European north, would not only blush over, they would rebuke us. 
 
St. Paul in today’s epistle warns you against such things, to not even speak of them. Because, as Moses makes clear in his 
great song of praise to God and warning to Israel, participation in such things is the worship of demons. When we sin we 
open ourselves to demonic influence. Certain things do this more than others. Things that involve the occult, by design, 
deal with the spiritual realm but are not the Triune God. If it’s not the Holy Trinity, the only alternative is the devil. That 
is who is worshipped in other religions. That is the agent behind psychics, horoscopes, and seances. Acts of sacrilege and 
defilement, the deliberate abuse and misuse of holy things, are also dangerous. For Satan delights in the hatred and 
destruction of the things of God.  
 
Sins of violence against others, any sort of abuse, and here falls the whole range of sexual sins, these make us like the 
Devil who, Jesus says, was a murderer from the beginning. He hates life and the well-being of others. Self-harm or the 
harm of others is exactly what the devil’s aim is. This is why abortion is particularly Satanic. For Satan tried to snuff out 
the Christ child’s life and failed. He hates every child because in them he sees the reminder of God come as a baby to 



defeat him. Finally, the use of hallucinogenic drugs, by design makes a person helpless and deluded to reality, easily open 
to harm and spiritual attack. We are called by Jesus to be alert, awake, and vigilant, not in a stupor. For some of us, this 
easily includes the glowing screens in our palms. 
 
Now what is alarming is that these very things, dabbling with the demonic, hostility to the things of God, violence, 
perversion, and substances that numb and alter the mind, are all around us. We live in a nation that has opened itself to 
the demonic in every possible way. Perhaps such doors stand cracked open in our own lives. Thus the ever-present need 
for us to flee these things, to repent, fight, and be fortified in the battle for our immortal souls. Perhaps most threatening 
of all to us, is that we are constantly tempted to be exactly like the mute man, make ourselves silent against such evil 
things. Here again, when there is the urge to keep your mouth shut, ask yourself who that is pleasing: God or the devil?  
 
The mute man is not the only example of Satan at work in today’s Gospel. It is also seen in the response to Jesus 
delivering him. He does something manifestly good, an act that is obviously gracious and merciful, and He is charged with 
doing it by the power of the devil. That is what apostasy sounds like. That is how people who have come to know the 
truth and then fallen away talk. For a pagan, someone who has never been a Christian, Jesus is interesting, He’s got some 
cool things to teach us. So the men of Athens laugh at Paul for preaching the resurrection, some are open to hear some 
more. Paul goes on to preach to Felix and Festus, the governors in Caesarea and they listen with some interest. Festus 
thinks Paul is a bit nutty, but he doesn’t hate him. King Agrippa hears Paul out as well.  
 
It's different for those who have fallen away and rejected the Word. For an apostate, Jesus is the enemy. And so you can 
understand the literally hell-bent intention to destroy the church, to shut Christians up, or better yet, to entice them into 
making the church look and sound just like the world, in which case it is no longer the church. Today’s hymn bids you to 
see the hungry billows curling round the holy ark of Christendom. See the banners of the foe unfurled. The venomous 
darts constantly being hurled.  
 
But the hymn also reminds and comforts you: Christ preserves His church. He exposes the foolishness of unbelief and 
puts to shame the hatred of what is obviously good. Satan does not go against himself; he is all in on his goal, every one of 
his minions is set towards destroying what they can and bringing many down to hell with them. But his kingdom still shall 
not stand, cannot endure. We see this foreshadowed in the Lord permitting the demons to go into herd of pigs. They beg 
the Lord for permission to enter them, to not return to hell. Here you see that even the demons are subject to the Lord, 
they must ask Him for permission. They are given it. The enemy is in a brief time, a little season, of roaming about. But he 
works only to his own destruction. The demons cannot help but destroy the pigs into which they go. Their end is 
destruction. 
 
His encouragement to you is to hear the Word of God and keep it. You have been swept clean and put in order, claimed 
by Christ as His own. Jesus is in His Church, ready to cast the devil out of you again and again by the Finger of God in 
the forgiveness of your sins. Here He stands ready to drive you back to your Baptism, to forgive your sins, and to feed 
you with His Body and Blood.  
 
Yes, you must struggle against sin and the lusts of your flesh. You must bear the onslaught of the world. But your struggle 
is not hopeless. You are in Jesus Christ. And though Satan still tempts you, seeking to deceive and mislead you, Jesus 
beats him down under your feet. He cannot and will not have you. The Stronger Man has overcome. His Word is living 
and active, doing what He says, thus that demon-abhorred water of Holy Baptism is the true and actual casting out of the 
devil, washing away sin, clothing with Christ’s righteousness, and bestowing the Holy Spirit. The Holy Communion is the 
true and physical Body and Blood of Jesus, given into death for you upon the Cross for the forgiveness of your sins. You 
receive exactly what Jesus says you do. You are bought back, redeemed, and your accuser stands silent. The Kingdom of 
God has come upon you in the Flesh of the Stronger Man. 
 
Blessed, then, are you, for Jesus opens your eyes and looses your tongue. He takes away the infirmity of your 
transgressions, and raises you from death to life everlasting. Blessed are you, for the Word of God is planted in you by the 
Finger of God. Blessed are you, for the Word made Flesh satisfies your hunger with His Body and quenches your thirst 
with His Blood. Blessed are you, for the Stronger Man claims you as His own in victory. The demons are a danger in this 
world and a bother to you, but they will not have you. Jesus Christ, the enfleshed Kingdom of God, has come upon you. 
You belong to Him.  


