Oculi
The Third Sunday in Lent
The Sunday of the Demoniac
March 15, 2020

“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
Guests—Welcome to the Divine Service! We are delighted to have you with us. If we can
assist you in any way, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will
strengthen and comfort you. Please note your attendance with us on the Record of
Fellowship pad located in the center aisle of your pew, and join us in the social hall for
coffee and donuts after the service!

The Divine Service
†-- congregation stands
Our Belief and Practice Concerning the Lord’s Supper
Lent is a season of penitential reflection, to consider our sin and its wages. All the more,
however, it is a time to contemplate the saving work of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross in our
place which won our forgiveness. Intending to amend our sinful lives, we receive with thankfulness the forgiveness He has promised to give in the Lord’s Supper with His true body and
blood. Because we care about the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table,
guests desiring to commune today are asked to speak with the pastor before the service.

The Preparation
Organ Prelude
Word of Welcome and Announcements
Hymn 861

Christ Be My Leader

† Confession and Absolution
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for self-examination
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father,
mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful,
or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by
your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?
Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.
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Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die
for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives
power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that
believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

The Service of the Word
† Introit

Psalm 25:1-2, 17–18, 20; antiphon: Psalm 25:15–16)

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for He will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
To You, | O LORD,*
I lift | up my soul.
O my God, in You I trust; let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.
The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;*
bring me out of my dis- | tresses.
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
and forgive | all my sins.
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!*
Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in You.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for He will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
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† Kyrie

† Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray: We implore You, almighty God, to look upon the hearty desires of Your humble
servants and stretch forth the right hand of Your majesty to be our defense against all our
enemies; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all
who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Exodus 8:16–24
In those days the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust
of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” And they did so. Aaron
stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on
man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. The magicians
tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and
beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart
was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. Then the LORD said to
Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the
water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. Or
else, if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your
servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled
with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. But on that day I will set apart
the land of Goshen, where My people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you
may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. Thus I will put a division between My
people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.”’” And the LORD did so. There
came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants' houses.
Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 9:19, 3

Arise, O LORD! Let not | man prevail;*
let the nations be judged be- | fore You!
When my enemies | turn back,*
they stumble and perish before Your | presence.

Epistle
Ephesians 5:1-9
Brethren, be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and
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gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual immorality and all
impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let
there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let
there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or
impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for
at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true).
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

† Tract

Psalm 123:1–3a

To You I lift | up my eyes,*
O You who are enthroned in the | heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,*
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till He has mercy up- | on us.
Have mercy upon | us, O LORD,*
have mercy up- | on us!

† Holy Gospel
St. Luke 11:14–28
The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
 At that time Jesus was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out,
the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out demons
by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” while others, to test Him, kept seeking from Him a sign
from heaven. But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided against himself,
how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if I cast out
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your
judges. But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has
come upon you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe;
but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in
which he trusted and divides his spoil. Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever
does not gather with Me scatters. When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from
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which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes and
brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state
of that person is worse than the first.” As He said these things, a woman in the crowd raised
her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You
nursed!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

† Nicene Creed (inside back cover of hymnal)
Hymn of the Day

TLH 258

Lord of Our Life and God of Our Salvation

Sermon
Offering—Please note your attendance with us in the Record of Fellowship pad
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† Offertory

† Prayer of the Church
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
At the conclusion: … one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Service of the Sacrament of the Altar
† Preface and Sanctus
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying:

Ho - ly,
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† The Lord’s Prayer
† The Words of Christ’s Testament
† Pax Domini & Agnus Dei
The peace of the  Lord be with you always.
Amen.

1
2
3

Repeat
Repeat
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Guests who have not previously received Holy Communion from Pastor Gerike are kindly
asked to speak with him before approaching the altar for the first time.
Communicants may receive the Body of Christ either in the hand or directly in the mouth.
Those who receive the Blood of Christ from the chalice are encouraged to take the bottom
of the chalice with a hand to help guide it to their mouths.
Communicants are invited to pray the following before receiving the Sacrament:
O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof;
but speak only Your Word, and my soul will be healed.
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will take the Cup of Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.

Distribution Hymns
521
Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken
533
Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal
423
Jesus Refuge of the Weary
† Dismissal
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
unto life everlasting. Depart  in peace.
Amen.
The remainder of the service follows on page 199 in the hymnal
Hymn 594

God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

Organ Postlude

Service on 3/8
Service on 3/11

Attendance
84
47

Communed
66
n/a

Acknowledgments: Divine Service Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise
indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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TODAY’S NOTICES
A door offering for our sister church’s seminary in Siberia will be collected after each Sunday
service in Lent. Information on the ‘Save the Seminary” project is available in the narthex.
Pastor Gerike will be in Kearney tomorrow and Tuesday at the District Pastors’ Conference.
We recently received an AED. One member has already been trained in its use. We would
like 3 or 4 more members to be familiar with the device and have CPR certification. The
course is a single 3-hour session. If interested, please speak to Glen Rademacher.
There will be a special Voters’ Assembly after worship on Sunday, March 29, 2020, to
review, discuss, and approve our revised Constitution and Bylaws for submission to the
Nebraska District. Copies of the revised Constitution and Bylaws are available in the
narthex. This is the only item on the agenda. It is the responsibility of each voting
member of this congregation to be engaged in this process. Please plan to attend.
–Richard Ogden, President of the Congregation
Prayer Requests: Our homebound members: Doris Johnson, Ken & Joanne Jones, Susan Lutz,
Raymond Stevens, Louise Sullivan; Our missionaries: David & Valerie Federwitz & family,
Rev. Daniel, Kathy, & Ana Conrad, Rev. Steven Braun; All others in need: Paul Luedeman,
Stephen Grobeck, Don Bruckner, Barb Grage, Maxine Ashton, Jim Jorgensen, Joanne
Dobrusky, Tom Popek, Juliana Cloeter, Ken Albers, Jonas Sarka, Ruta Baessler, Terry
Maher, Aaron Georgeson, Buffy Linke, Jason and Emily Niemeier, Clifford Doll, Marleen
Muenster, June Friedmeyer, Dick Chappell, Tom Fiala, Evan Kerr

This Week’s Calendar
Today (3/15) OCULI—THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Sunday School & Bible Class 8:45 am
Divine Service 10:00 am
Board of Finance & Stewardship meeting after church
Board of Trustees meeting after church
Catechism class 3:30 pm
Wed (3/18) Light Supper 5:30 pm
Vespers 6:30 pm
Next Sunday (3/22) LAETARE—THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Sunday School & Bible Class 8:45 am
Divine Service 10:00 am
Catechism class 3:30 pm
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Mount Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church
A congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
402-551-0244
The Reverend Andrew Gerike, Pastor
pastor@mountcalvary-lcms.org
Study Hours: Tues–Fri 8:30a.m.–12:00 p.m.
afternoons by appointment

www.mountcalvary-lcms.org
Church Office - Mrs. Pat Koch, Secretary
office@mountcalvary-lcms.org
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 7:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Our Service Schedule throughout the year:
Holy Communion is offered on 1st 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month, on every Sunday in the
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter seasons, and on holy days as announced.
During Advent and Lent, midweek services are held on Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Pastoral Care and Guests at the Lord’s Supper: We care about the spiritual welfare of all
who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, please speak
to Pastor Gerike before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us
in doctrine, are members of our congregation or of a sister congregation of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation.
Adult Christian Education is taught every Sunday morning at 8:45 in the church basement.
Sunday School for children ages 3-12 is from September through May. Lessons are Biblestory based and activities are designed to reinforce the biblical lesson.
Pastoral Consultation based on the Holy Scriptures is available from the Pastor by
appointment
The Sick and Homebound are visited regularly by the Pastor with the Scriptures and
Sacrament of the Altar. Please contact the Church Office if you know of any parishioner in
need of pastoral visitation.
Officiant – The Reverend Andrew S. Gerike
Organist – Rosalie Soodsma
Altar Care – Paula Rasmuss & Diane Krebs
Elder –
Acolyte – Dominic Spittler
Ushers –
Counters –
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