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God cares and provides for us through people. We honor, appreciate, and give thanks to them, but faith teaches us to 
realize that the good which we receive from them is really from our Father in heaven; they are His instruments. And so we 
ultimately give thanks and praise to Him. So it is also that even as the Evil One tempts Jesus directly, he also works 
through “flesh and blood.” Equally at work through people are “the rulers…authorities…comic powers…[and] 
spiritual forces of evil” (Eph 6:12). Today like no other shows and reminds us who it is who seeks to overthrow us just 
as much as God is at work to preserve us. There is only one enemy and it is not biological. It is not geo-political. It is not 
ideological. It is not economic. He uses those things to be sure, and in resisting them, we resist the Evil One. But we are 
given to see behind it all, see who it is who is at work, how it is that he is at work. 
 

I. 
He works by tempting. He invites us to put our trust in things other than God, to value other things more than what He 
has said and promised. Of course, we all would say we would never do such a thing. But look at what the devil does. Jesus 
has been fasting for 40 days. To say “He was hungry” is perhaps one of the greatest understatements of all time, up 
there with “medical residents are tired,” “Hitler and Stalin were mean.” He has not eaten anything for 40 days! The devil’s 
opening round is simply for Jesus to satisfy what His real human stomach is crying out for. It totally makes sense, why 
wouldn’t God want His beloved Son to eat?! Why would Jesus not take what He needs and wants? 
 
It gets to the question: what do you really need? What is the most important thing for you to have? Jesus says “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Jesus tells each of us what we need 
to live: the Word of God. That is what man, every man, need. God’s speaking to us in the Bible, in the proclamation of 
His Word, is what we need more than anything else, it gives life. But we show what we really value in where we spend our 
money, our time, our effort. For each and every one of us, though those things are different, what is common is that it is 
not the Word of God. We see, we chase, and we seize food, money, and pleasure, because we are convinced that we must 
have them for ourselves. We have all seen, to our shame, how we are all far more attentive to other voices, to whatever 
bears the label “science,” than we have heeded the Bible. Our farewell greetings to others betrayed our confidence in 
safety rather than the blessing of God. 
 
We pray, then, that life’s riches, cares, and pleasures would not overtake us, that Jesus crucified would ever be the 
foundation of our life and hope. We ask to be taught how to deny ourselves, willingly foregoing things of this world to 
remind and teach us that we do not need them, so that when they are taken away, we do not despair and fall away. And 
whatever void there is in our lives from the absence of the things of this world, we fill it with the Word of God. “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God” a passage well worth knowing 
and reciting every day. 

II. 
The devil also works by attacking and twisting what God’s Word says. That is what the name “devil” indicates, “deceiver.” 
This is what we see in the second temptation of our Lord. Jesus rebukes the devil’s first attempt with Scripture, and Satan 
lays out the invitation to jump from the pinnacle of the temple and he uses a Bible passage to support it. So also he invites 
us to set the standard. I want to avoid suffering and waiting, so God must meet my expectations, follow my timetable, 
must act in the manner which I think He should. He must never say “No” to something I want, must always be nice. He 
cannot be mean or say hard things. And Scripture is often blasphemed to support things. “God is love.” It says that in the 
Bible. But that is not an excuse to pursue our own ideas of what love is. That is not given to cover up or even promote 
open sin, and rebuke those who would speak the truth. 
 
If my child is in the street and I see a school bus barreling up the road, I’m gonna’ yell. It’s probably going to scare him. I 
might even tackle her out of the way, and there might be some bruises or scrapes, and that means pain and tears. God sees 
us engage in things far more dangerous than the threat of bodily injury or even temporal death. We know that He does 
not want us to fall into sin, unbelief, and go to hell. And so He will act in ways to call us back, to bring us away from the 
brink of destruction, to keep us in the faith, and those ways will not always seem nice, or loving.  
 
Here we see our Lord teach us the humility of faith that listens to the whole message and promise of Scripture. It shows 
us the importance of always learning more of God’s Word that we might not be deceived or misled. Jesus will not be 
delivered by angels, neither in jumping from the pinnacle of the temple, nor in Gethsemane, even though He says to His 



disciple, “Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once send Me more than twelve legions 
of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” (Matt 26:53). Psalm 91, what the 
Devil quotes in his temptation is, in a sense, not given to Jesus, but to you. He is not delivered, is not shielded, is not lifted 
up, save upon the cross, so that the promises of this Psalm may indeed be given to you as the sure and certain guarantee 
of the loving favor and kindness of God, the assurance that His good and gracious will for you is accomplished in all 
things.  

III. 
Thirdly, the Evil One works by promising things that cannot satisfy and that do not last. So what if you change your views 
according to the latest opinion polls? What does that give you ultimately? What does the approval and esteem of the 
godless do for you eternally? What has become of the kingdoms of Egypt, Persia, Greece, and Rome? Where is the glory 
of the Napoleon, Britain’s Empire on which the sun never set, or Hitler’s Thousand Year Reich? What then of the glory 
of this nation? What of this world would you gain in exchange for your soul? We are not all stellar guitarists, we have 
made far cheaper deals with the devil. When it is not the One True God, the Holy Trinity whom we fear, love, and trust 
in, it is the devil who is worshiped.  
 
We sing in our final hymn today “Cast afar this world’s vain pleasure And boldly strive for heavenly treasure.” With the 
Lord our God, knowing what and how He speaks in His Word, that gives a sure ground on which to stand. Serving Him 
wins not just approval for the moment, but for all eternity. To His saints He has promised a crown of glory that shall 
never fade away. 

IV. 
Finally, where you do resist temptation to value this body and life above all others, to place God in the docket and make 
yourself the judge, to long for and value things that will pass away, when you do, thanks be to God, repent, and resist, and 
fight because you are a Christian, then the Devil mocks and threatens. He is determined to kill you, with or without the 
help of your sinful flesh. He is, as Peter tells us in his first letter, “like a roaring lion,” prowling about, “seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Pet 5:8). He uses weapons. He uses people. He uses governments, social pressure, threats, and 
slander. What you see arrayed against you is massive. We endure this for the entire pilgrimage of our lives, what the 40 
days of Lent and the 40 days of Goliath’s mockery of the armies of Israel both signify.  
 
We are ever in a battle, from baptism to our grave. We are ever called to fight and endure. Yet from God’s Word we know 
the enemy’s strategy and so we can recognize his tactics in our own lives. We can spot our opponent and his blasphemous 
challenges to our God and to His people.  
 
We cannot fight him with the weapons of this world. The armor of Saul is not sufficient. We need what young David of 
old had. Not a sling, that is not what David attributes victory over Goliath to. David says that he fights by the name of the 
LORD of hosts, the LORD of Sabaoth. He is the one who granted victory to David. He is the one who crushed the head of 
the serpent. He is the one who stands by us on the battle plain. And it is that same name, His very name, which you bear. 
The battle is waged and won with words, the words of the Triune God in Holy Scripture, and above all the words of His 
name.  
 
The old Evil Foe means deadly woe. He has the dread arms of guile, that is, deceit, far more terrifying than Goliath’s 
sword, spear, and javelin. He has great might, greater than us. There is none who is his equal on earth, just as there was 
none in the armies of Saul who was an equal match to Goliath. Any who would fight against him would fail and give Israel 
over into bondage. Any who fight against Satan on their own fail and are enslaved to him. With might of ours can naught 
be done. 
 
But Jesus Christ, the LORD of Hosts, the LORD of Sabaoth, come in the flesh, our valiant God, holds the field advantage 
and it is He who fights for us and with us, alongside you, within you. His victory, already won, was not in serving Himself. 
He gains no bread for Himself, but He does provide it to others, then, and in an even greater way now as He gives 
Himself to be your bread. His victory was not in exercising might to save Himself, but in laying down His life according to 
the will of His Father. He grants that victory to you, not with sword of iron, sturdy shield, or helmet of bronze, but 
according to His Word and promise. With lowly water, from the tap like any other, you are given His name, claimed from 
Satan’s legions for His own army. Under simple bread and wine you are given His body and blood for the forgiveness of 
your sins and the strengthening of your faith. And from words printed and spoken from the pages of a book you are given 
a shield and sword more sturdy, ever sure, and far sharper than any other. You see who has already fought and won for 
you, who fights for and with you still. So you, fight, knowing the kingdom is yours!  


