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I don’t think you could find any Christian who would disagree with the Catechism’s definition of Baptism: “it is the water 
included in God’s command and combined with God’s Word.” There’s simply no arguing with what this says: Jesus commanded 
Baptism. We heard His words, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
Not only did He command the act of baptizing, He also connected specific words to it, it’s combined with God’s Word: 
“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Every Christian agrees that Jesus commanded us 
to baptize with water and that He combined His Word with this water. It’s a wonderful blessing from our Lord that 
despite all our serious differences with other Christians, we agree on this basic definition of Baptism: “it is water included in 
God’s command and combined with God’s Word.” This agreement shows God’s Word is clear and it shows that we have a 
foundation on which to talk with one another and convince each other of the truth based on God’s Word and nothing 
else. 
 
That being said, there are differences, serious ones at that, between Christians when it comes to Baptism. We’ll get into 
that some more next week when we consider the benefits that Baptism gives. But today we are going to concentrate on 
the obvious fact and foundational thought: Baptism is combined with the Word of God. We don’t pick what we say at 
Baptism. Everyone says the same thing, “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We all say 
that because Jesus explicitly tells us to say those words; these are the words combined with the water. If you don’t have 
those words, or the water with which they are spoken, you don’t’ have the baptism Jesus instituted; you don’t have 
baptism.  
 
You may have heard in the news recently about a Roman Catholic priest who administered thousands of baptisms that 
have been declared invalid because the priest said “We baptize,” instead of “I baptize.” This is simply an example of 
Rome’s legalism, making requirements for salvation where God has not. In the Eastern Orthodox churches, there’s no 
personal pronoun used at baptism at all. In those churches the priest says, “The servant of God, [he speaks the person’s name,] 
is baptized in the name of the Father,” and so on. There are such things as invalid baptisms, which really are no baptism at 
all. Many mainline liberal Protestants, influenced by feminist theology, have started using “non-gendered” language, saying 
“in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier,” descriptors that aren’t names at all, unlike “the name” of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Whereas previous generations of pastors simply had to ask those who desired to join 
the Lutheran church if they were baptized or not, we are now taught in Seminary to ask about what words were used at 
their baptism. 
 
No true Christian would actually want to say that Jesus’ word isn’t powerful. That would be blasphemy. Christians don’t 
say such things. Jesus’ word healed the sick, raised the dead, and forgave sins. His word commanded nature; He spoke and 
it was so. What we need to realize, then, is that since Jesus has combined His Word with Baptism it has the power and 
authority of Jesus Himself. Just as surely as He said to a dead man, “Lazarus, come out,” and he did, if Jesus says you are 
a child of the Father and gives His name to you, it is so. 
 
We see the power of this word already in the Old Testament. God established His covenant with Abram. He promised 
that Abram would be the father of many nations, of all those who would come to faith in the Messiah descended from 
Abram’s own flesh. That’s why his name was changed to Abraham, it means “father of many people.” This was the 
promise Abraham believed. A sign of that promise was given as well, a mark made in the flesh of every Israelite man, to 
see on a daily basis and remember that very promise by which they, and many others throughout the world would be 
saved. We see throughout the Old Testament how God attaches His promises to something visible and physical so that 
His people could see and know that what He says is true, so that they can know where He is. 
 
Jesus Himself stresses the power of Baptism, the power of the Word that He attaches to Baptism, in what He says right 
before the passage cited in the Catechism: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…” All authority in heaven and on earth is given to Jesus. What 
does He command with such authority? Not to take over the world with forced conversion and sword, like Muhammad’s 
demon god commanded; not to establish an earthly Zion like Joseph Smith’s false god commanded; not to take power 



from the state like the pope claimed for himself; not to do anything that wows this world, not to build up wealth or fame 
or any such thing.  
 
With all the authority in heaven and on earth, Jesus says to His Church to make disciples, to make followers, Christians, of 
all nations. There you see the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. They make Christians, spiritual sons and 
daughters of Abraham, by baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. There is no 
getting around this beautiful truth, that in Baptism it is God who is present and at work, it is His power. 
 
We see this illustrated at our Lord’s Baptism. He stands there in the water, the heavens are opened, the voice of the Father 
identifies Him as the beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit comes upon Him, to work with Him in His task of accomplishing 
salvation for all the nations of the earth. There we see all three Persons of the Holy Trinity present in our Lord’s Baptism 
so that we may know who it is who is present and working in our baptism, what happens to us in our baptism, as the 
name of the very God whom we see at Jesus’ baptism, is spoken and applied to us at our own. It is His Word, His very 
name, and so His very Person, who is present and working. It is He who makes promises to those who are baptized and 
believe, and that is where we shall pick up next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


