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Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon us sinners. Amen. 
 
John the Baptist had pointed Jesus out as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world to Andrew and an 
unnamed disciple. What follows seems to indicate that the other disciple is Philip. They heed John’s direction and follow 
after Jesus. Immediately before today’s text, Andrew runs to get his brother Peter. Philip then goes and gets Nathaniel, his 
friend from back home, and tells him the long-promised one had come.  
 
Here you see what faith recognizes and what faith does. Already Philip summarizes what he and his brother apostles will 
preach in Acts: Jesus Christ is the Messiah. He is the one spoken of and promised by Moses and all the prophets. Faith 
looks at the Scriptures and sees Jesus. Faith recognizes that He is the one who was promised so long ago, faith sees Him 
doing the work of fulfilling all that was needed, desired, and hoped for on our behalf. That is what faith recognizes.  
 
When you know that, that the child of the woman who would crush Satan’s head, the one through whom all the world 
would be blessed, the one who would lead all of God’s people to their eternal promised land, the one who would reign as 
king forever, the one who would make satisfaction by His blood for all our sin, that He is now on the scene, you don’t, 
you can’t keep that to yourself. And when you have wonderful news to share, who are the first people you tell? Those 
whom you know and love.  
 
That is how the number of the disciples grows. That is how the church grows. It happens through the reality of Christians 
living in this world in families and communities. There’s no grand strategic plan based on a thorough demographics study 
or the polling of felt needs. Jesus calls His Christians to faith and to follow Him. Those who believe in Jesus and who 
follow Him call out to others in faith, and it tends to be to those whom they know. So much of the recent decades’ 
concern over the spread of the Gospel and telling others about Jesus easily becomes artificial, it’s planned, there’s a 
strategy and studies, goals are set. I suppose there is a place for that. Paul does make some plans when he sets his mind on 
going somewhere. But for the most part in the Bible, and as we will see again next week, when people encounter Jesus and 
come to know Him for who He is, they go to those whom they know and invite them.  
 
Nathaniel, like many people you probably know, is skeptical. He’s not a militant unbeliever. But he’s confused about a few 
things. He knows enough from the Scriptures to know that the Messiah is not supposed to come from Nazareth, 
everyone, even Herod the Great’s advisors, know that the Christ will be born in Bethlehem. Nathaniel is confused at 
Philip’s message, how can this man from Nazareth possibly be who you say He is? Notice, Philip doesn’t argue. He 
confesses what he knows and believes, and in the face of Nathaniel’s doubt, his skepticism, and thinking these claims 
about Jesus are dubious at best, Philip still insists, “Come and see.”  
 
Here again, you see what faith does. What was it that Philip and Andrew had heard the day prior, when they went after 
Jesus and caught up with Him? Jesus asked them “What are you seeking?” They reply, “Where are you staying?” and 
they receive the invitation from Jesus, “Come and you will see.” Philip is just at the beginning of his road as a disciple, a 
follower, one who will eventually be sent out as an apostle. He’s doesn’t have the three years of Jesus’ preaching and 
teaching under his belt. But he can say what he has heard: “Come and see.” Jesus teaches us how to speak. He has given 
the gift of His Word, the Holy Spirit has inspired the apostles, brought to their remembrance what the Lord Jesus has said 
and done, written down what we need to know to be saved, and that Word is given to us, the Spirit continues to work in 
bringing the knowledge and remembrance of that Word to us. 
 
Perhaps you have not been a Christian your whole life, or you have not studied the Scriptures as you should have, and 
your knowledge is lacking. Perhaps you are not eloquent of speech, and not all are called to preach. The Christian can 
speak of what he knows to those he knows. Even if it is as simple as “Come and see.” 
 
So here’s the evangelism pitch for this sermon. It is less and less likely today that you don’t know any non-Christians or 
people who were raised in the faith or were active at some point, but now have a very loose connection to the church. 
Invite them. You don’t need to worry about arguing them into faith, convincing them; that’s the Holy Spirit’s job. But you 
can invite them to where the Holy Spirit is at work, to where Jesus still calls others to faith, calls them out of their 
confusion and lack of understanding. 



Jesus sees the heart that questions not out of stubbornness but genuine desire for knowledge. This is a tremendous 
comfort for Christians. We are often like Nathaniel, knowing, as he did, what the Scriptures say and promise, and yet we 
are regularly confronted with how those promises can be true in today’s world, how they relate to our life, how we can 
continue to believe those things despite what our reason and experience tell us, how it all fits together. Those are 
questions that fill the mind of many a Christian.  
 
Whatever obstacles and confusion Nathaniel had disappear as Jesus makes known to him that he is fully known by Jesus 
already. He is the God who searches and knows His children, who knows when they sit down and when they rise up, who 
discerns their thoughts from afar. He searches out their paths and their lying down and is acquainted with all their ways. 
Even before a word is on their tongue, He knows it altogether.  
 
Before Jacob fled in fear having deceived his brother and father, his path before him unknown, before Philip called 
Nathaniel under the fig tree and Nathaniel’s questioning of Philip’s claims, before your own questions and wrestling, your 
struggle to understand even as you believe. He knows Jacob and Nathaniel, and He knows you. Thus Jesus speaks and 
fashions a true Israelite, a son of faith, a Christian, confessing “You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”  
 
He leads us to see something even greater than the fact that He sees and knows us. It is here, for the first time of many in 
John’s Gospel, that our Lord draws our attention to His Words as He says “Truly, truly,” “Most assuredly,” “Verily, 
verily,” perhaps its best left untranslated: “Amen, amen.” Take it to heaven’s bank, stake your eternity on whatever 
follows those words.  
 
And what do those words speak of? What is the first thing that our Lord Himself draws our attention to in John’s Gospel? 
His invitation to see Him enthroned in heaven, surrounded by myriads of holy angels. He doesn’t speak of it now, but He 
will. Jesus will make clear that on the way to heavenly glory He will be lifted up from the earth not on a throne but on a 
cross. That is the hour which Jesus constantly refers to in John’s Gospel. 
 
The invitation is to come and see that we might be given to believe that our God has plunged Himself into the depths and 
darkness of our sins. He is, as John the Baptist had said, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Already, 
the proclamation of His death sounds forth. The forgiveness of sins comes only with a death, and so Jesus will be the 
sacrifice. The Son of God and King will die. Yet He will be seen in glory, the angels serving before Him, accompanying 
our prayers and praise to Him and sent by Him to minister to us, to shield us from danger and temptation. For having 
been the sacrifice, He is risen from the dead. Heaven is open, it is not closed. We sing of this in the Te Deum, the 
church’s oldest and foremost hymn of thanksgiving:  
 
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,  
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
You sit at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father. 
 
The one we will see then, on that throne, is the one who comes unseen now. He speaks His promise to us, assuring us 
against all doubt and questions with the promise of what we will see: the God who knows us, who knows our weaknesses, 
who has overcome them, redeemed and claimed us as His own, bids us to follow Him as He leads us before His glorious 
throne.  


