


Heroic

History is the story of great men.

What makes America great/not 

so great?

The Founders

Emphasis on understanding the 

personality.



“Back to Luther”
A moment in time in 
Luther’s life captures the 
“real” Luther.

We need to get back to that 
moment to recapture the 
essence of the Reformation.

Makes the Reformation 
dependent upon Luther.



“How should I, poor, stinking carcass that I am, come to 
have the children of Christ call themselves by my dreadful 
name? Not so, dear friends; let us do away with party 
names and call ourselves Christians after Him whose 
teachings we have.” 

“God is able to speak through Balaam as well as through 
Isaiah, through Caiaphas as well as through Peter; nay, He 
is able to speak through an ass. I, too, hold with such; for I 
myself do not know this Luther, nor do I care to know him. 
I preach nothing about him either, but I preach about 
Christ. The devil take Luther hence—if he is able to do so! 
But he should allow Christ to remain in peace. Then I dare 
say we, too, shall remain.”



Cultural-Historical

THE turning point in European 
culture, the dawn of a new epoch 
of history

The Reformation as the great act of 
emancipation of the individual 
from the tyranny of a backwards 
and oppressive hierarchy

Picture: Luther: the German Hercules



• Luther as the “Father” of the modern era

• Sovereignty of the individual

• Standing up to power

• Freedom for the oppressed





The Reformation as a “Movement”

The church is “always reforming,” continually open to 
changes



Nationalistic

Luther as the father of the 
modern German nation.

➢Standardization of the
German language by
virtue of his translation 
of the Bible



The Prussian Union (1817)

Forced union of Lutherans and 
Reformed

Lutheran doctrine and practice 
forbidden by law

Faithful pastors jailed

Congregations forced at the point 
of a bayonet to receive unionist 
pastors









Luther and the Jews

“Since they live among us, we dare 
not tolerate their conduct, now that 
we are aware of their lying and 
reviling and blaspheming. If we do, 
we become sharers in their lies, 
cursing and blasphemy. …First, to 
set fire to their synagogues or 
schools …[for] we are Christians, 
and do not condone or knowingly 
tolerate such public lying, cursing, 
and blaspheming of [God’s] Son 
and of His Christians.”



Second, I advise that their houses also be razed and 
destroyed. For they pursue in them the same aims as in their 
synagogues.

Third, I advise that all their prayer books and Talmudic 
writings, in which such idolatry, lies, cursing, and blasphemy 
are taught, be taken from them.

Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be forbidden to teach 
henceforth….They wantonly employ the poor people’s 
obedience contrary to the law of the Lord and infuse them 
with this poison, cursing, and blasphemy. In the same way 
the pope also held us captive with the declaration in Matthew 
16:18, "You are Peter," etc., inducing us to believe all the lies 
and deceptions that issued from his devilish mind. He did not 
teach in accord with the word of God, and therefore he 
forfeited the right to teach.



Fifth, I advise that safe-conduct on the highways be abolished 
completely for the Jews. For they have no business in the 
countryside, since they are not lords, officials, tradesmen, or the 
like. Let them stay at home.

Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to them

Seventh, I recommend putting a flail, an ax, a hoe, a spade, a 
distaff, or a spindle into the hands of young, strong Jews

In brief, dear princes and lords, those of you who have Jews under 
your rule: if my counsel does not please you, find better advice, so 
that you and we all can be rid of the unbearable, devilish burden of 
the Jews. Lest we become guilty sharers before God in the lies, the 
blasphemy, the defamation, and the curses which the mad Jews 
indulge in so freely and wantonly against the person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, his dear mother, all Christians, all authority, and 
ourselves…. It is impossible to force anyone to believe. However. we 
must avoid confirming them in their wanton lying, slandering. 
cursing, and defaming.





That Jesus Christ Was Born a Jew (1523)
If I had been a Jew and had seen such dolts and blockheads 
govern and teach the Christian faith, I would sooner have 
become a hog than a Christian. They have dealt with the 
Jews as if they were dogs rather than human beings; they 
have done little else than deride them and seize their 
property. When they baptize them they show them nothing of 
Christian doctrine or life, but only subject them to 
popishness and mockery...If the apostles, who also were 
Jews, had dealt with us Gentiles as we Gentiles deal with the 
Jews, there would never have been a Christian among the 
Gentiles ... 



When we are inclined to boast of our position [as 
Christians] we should remember that we are but Gentiles, 
while the Jews are of the lineage of Christ. We are aliens 
and in-laws; they are blood relatives, cousins, and brothers 
of our Lord. Therefore, if one is to boast of flesh and blood 
the Jews are actually nearer to Christ than we are...If we 
really want to help them, we must be guided in our 
dealings with them not by papal law but by the law of 
Christian love. We must receive them cordially, and permit 
them to trade and work with us, that they may have 
occasion and opportunity to associate with us, hear our 
Christian teaching, and witness our Christian life. If some 
of them should prove stiff-necked, what of it? After all, we 
ourselves are not all good Christians either.







An Episode in the History of Christ’s Church

“For with His mighty and miraculous power God preserved what 
still remained under the papacy: first, Holy Baptism; second, the 
reading of the text of Holy Scriptures from the pulpit in the 
vernacular; third, the blessed forgiveness of sins and absolution, 
both in the Confessional and publicly; fourth, the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar which, albeit the Christians were deprived of one kind, 
was offered to them at Easter and other times during the year; fifth, 
the call and ordination to the ministry, the office of preacher or 
pastor, for the binding and loosing of sins and for the comfort of 
the dying and others (the custom of holding the crucifix before the 
dying and reminding them of the passion of Christ, in order that 
they might put their trust in Him, has been observed by many); and 
finally, prayer, such as the Psalter, the Our Father, the Creed, and 
the Ten Commandments, along with many good hymns and songs, 
both Latin and German. 



Where such things have survived, the church and some 
saints have certainly remained. For all these things have 
been established by Christ, and are the fruits of Christ, 
except the withholding of the one kind. Therefore, Christ 
was certainly with them, with His Holy Spirit, and 
preserved the Christian faith among them.”



“Where was the Lutheran Church before Luther?”

It has always existed; for its existence does not depend on 
Luther, but on the Gospel. 

The Reformation was a restoration of the church brought 
about by the rediscovery and renewed proclamation of the 
pure doctrine of the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins. 





Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification



Justification

Lutheranism

The declaration of “not 
guilty” and “righteous” 
which God pronounces on a 
sinner because of Christ 
and His Work. This is 
received by faith

Roman Catholicism

The internal process by 
which a believer is 
transformed and “made” 
more and more righteous



Grace

Lutheranism

God’s undeserved favor for 
us in His Son

Roman Catholicism

The spiritual power that is 
poured or “infused” into the 
soul that enables us to love 
God and merit salvation



20 Ways to Pray for the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory (Oct. 18, 2017)
• Offer up your Holy Communions for the souls in 

purgatory

• Have Masses said for departed loved ones, especially on 
the anniversary of their death

• Obtain indulgences: “Indulgences reduce or cancel the 
temporal punishment that we incur through sin. There 
are many ways to obtain indulgences through pious 
actions, and we can apply their merits to the dead.”

• Offer sacrifices of penance up for the poor souls

• Prayers (our own, and to the saints)





It’s Still All About JESUS


