
Sexagesima 
The Sunday Following the Sixtieth Day Before Easter 

The Sunday of the Sower 
February 12, 2023 

 

 
 

The seed is the word of God. 
That in the good soil…are those who, hearing the word, 

Hold it fast in an honest and good heart, 
And bear fruit with patience. 
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Theme of Today’s Liturgy 
Our prayer in today’s Collect provides a summary of the themes of today’s Divine 
Service: God is “the strength of all who put their trust in” Him. We have confidence that 
He will not cast us off forever nor forget us in our affliction (Introit). By His Word 
preached and publicly read, Our Lord plants the Seed of His saving Word in our hearts, 
and so by faith we receive Christ (Gospel). 
 

Guests 
Welcome to the Divine Service! We are delighted to have you with us. If we can assist 
you in any way, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 
strengthen and comfort you. Please note your attendance with us on the Record of 
Fellowship pad located in the center aisle of your pew, and join us in the social hall for 
coffee and donuts after the service! 
 

Our Belief and Practice Concerning the Lord’s Supper 
The daily troubles brought upon us by the world, Satan, and our sinful nature drive the 
Christian to frequently receive the Lord’s Supper. In the gift of the Savior’s true body 
and blood, we find rest and refreshment for our souls. Because we care about the 
spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table, guests desiring to commune 
today are asked to speak with the pastor before the service.  
 

A Special Welcome to Those with Young Children 
You and your children are welcome here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and 
squawk, so don’t feel embarrassed by it. Feel free to sit toward the front where your 
children can see easily. Encourage them to chime in on their parts: Amen! And with thy 
spirit! Lord, have mercy! Our Father! Sing, say, and pray your parts as best you can; your 
children learn by your example. If you and your child must leave for a moment, there is a 
children’s area downstairs underneath the narthex. Please know that while you are caring 
for your children, the rest of us rejoice in our Lord’s words, “Let the little children come 
to Me…for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Lk 18:16). You and your 
children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to smile, encourage, and help you. 
 

Cover art: Edward Riojas, Sower of the Seminary, 2012, Library of Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN. 
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The Divine Service 
 †-- congregation stands 

The Preparation 
Please STAND for the Processional Hymn when the chime rings three times   

 

† Processional Hymn 908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear 
 

† Confession and Absolution p. 184–185 LEFT–HAND COLUMN 

The Service of the Word 
† Introit                                   Psalm 44; antiphon: Psalm 44 

 
ise up, O Lord! Why are You | sleeping? *   

 Awake, and be not absent from us for | ever. 

For our soul is brought low, even un- | to the dust; *   

  Arise, O Lord, and | help us.  
We have heard with our ears,  

O God, our fathers have | told us *  

    what You have done in their | time of old: 
How You have driven out the heathen with Your hand,  

and planted our | fathers in; * 
  how you destroyed the nations,  

      and made Your people to | flourish. 

It is You that saves us from our | enemies *  

  and puts them to confusion that | hate us. 

We make our boast in God | all day long *  

  and will praise Your Name for | ever. 
  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * 

R 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, 
husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, 
rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, 
wasted anything, or done any harm? 
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         and to the Holy | Spirit; 
    as it was in the be- | ginning, *   
      is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

Rise up, O Lord! Why are You | sleeping? *   

  Awake, and be not absent from us for | ever. 

For our soul is brought low, even un- | to the dust; *   

  Arise, O Lord, and | help us.  
 

† Kyrie    p. 186 
 

† Gloria in Excelsis p. 187–189  
 

† Collect of the Day SUNG responses p. 189 
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we 
may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Old Testament Reading                               Isaiah 55:6–13  
Thus says the Lord God: “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near; 
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the 
LORD, that He may have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the LORD. ‘For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts 
than your thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 
there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall My word be that goes out from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall 
break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name 
for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 

Gradual                                          Psalm 83 

 
   Your enemies shall know that You, whose Name | is the LORD, *  

  are alone the Most High over | all the earth. 

   O my God, make them like unto the | whirling dust *  

  and as the stubble be- | fore the wind. 
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Epistle                  2 Corinthians 11:19–12:9 
Brethren: you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! For you bear it if someone makes 
slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or strikes you in the 
face. To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! But whatever anyone else dares to 
boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are 
they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I 
am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, 
with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews 
the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times 
I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from 
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the 
city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, 
through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 
And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 
If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the 
Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. At Damascus, the governor 
under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in 
a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands. I must go on boasting. Though 
there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a 
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up 
into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— and he 
heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, 
but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— though if I should wish to 
boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no 
one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. So to keep me from becoming 
conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But He said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
 

† Tract                             Psalm 60 

 

   O God, You have cast us out and scattered | us abroad; *  

  You have also been displeased; O turn unto | us again. 
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 You have made the land to quake and di- | vided it; *  

  heal the sores thereof, | for it shakes. 

 That Your beloved may be de- | livered, * 

  help me with Your right hand and | hear me. 
 

† Holy Gospel   SUNG responses p. 190              St. Luke 8:4–15 
 At that time when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to [Jesus] from every city, 
He spoke by a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the 
wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and 
as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground, sprang 
up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable 
mean?” And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, 
but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not 
understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the 
ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive 
the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall 
away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are 
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones 
that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, 
keep it and bear fruit with patience.” 
 

† Nicene Creed p. 191/inside back cover of hymnal 
 

Hymn of the Day 586 Preach You the Word 
 

Sermon  
 

Organ Voluntary/Offering—Please note your attendance with us on the Record of Fellowship Pad 
 

† Offertory p. 192–93  
 

† Announcements & Prayer of the Church 
After each petition… let us pray to the Lord. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
 

At the conclusion…one God, now and forever. 
   Amen. 



7 

 

The Service of the Sacrament of the Altar 
The Liturgy of the Holy Communion follows on p. 194 ff. The Sanctus is sung to the setting below: 

 
    Ho  -   ly,       Ho  -  ly,       Ho  -  ly          Lord,         Lord    God  of 

 
     Sab   -    a    -  oth;       heav’n and    earth     are    full          of     Thy 

 

 
              Bless    -   ed      is          He    that   com -  eth       in     the   name 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution Hymns 

622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
589 Speak, O My Lord, Your Servant Listens 

    578 Thy Strong Word 

Guests who have not previously received Holy Communion at Mount Calvary are kindly 
asked to speak with one of the pastors before approaching the altar for the first time.  
 

Communicants may receive the Body of Christ either in the hand or directly in the mouth. 
Those who receive the Blood of Christ from the chalice are encouraged to take the bottom 
of the chalice with a hand to help guide it to their mouths. 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following before receiving the Sacrament: 
O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; 

but speak only Your Word, and my soul will be healed. 
 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will take the Cup of Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
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† Dismissal 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

unto life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
   Amen. 

 

† Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The remainder of the service follows at the bottom of p. 200 
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† Hymn 923  Almighty Father, Bless the Word 
 

 
 

The “Gesima” Season 
The Church Year and liturgy prepare us for Easter in three periods or steps. The first is 
Gesimatide or Pre-Lent. The Latin names for these three Sundays are a countdown to Easter. 
These three Sundays prepare us for the spiritual journey of Lent by focusing our attention 
on the grace of God: 
 
Septuagesima (“70 days”)—Grace is 
undeserved.   
The undeserved goodness of God is seen in the 
parable of the workers (Matthew 20:1–16). All 
the laborers receive the reward not because of 
their own labor or merit, but because of the 
goodness of the landowner.  Christ has borne 
the heat and burden of the day for us so that we 
might have His grace for free. 
 
Sexagesima (“60 days”)—Grace is received 
through the Word of God.  
The parable of the sower (Luke 8:4–15) shows 
how God’s Word is received. It transforms bad 
soil into good and noble hearts. We pray that this 
would happen this also to and for us. 
 
Quinquagesima (meaning “about 50 days”) —
Grace is only understood by faith.  
On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, we hear 
Jesus predict His passion, death, and 
resurrection. We also hear that the disciples did not understand this. We pray that God 
would be gracious and patient with us and grant faith and understanding to us despite our 
many sins. 
 
The liturgy of the three Sundays in Gesimatide eases us into the more somber season of 
Lent.  The “Alleluias” are dropped, but we continue to sing the Gloria in Excelsis. The color is 
no longer the joyful white, but is not yet the penitential violet, but is rather green. We also 
retain the festive custom of singing the liturgy.  
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TODAY’S NOTICES 
Lent is coming! See the schedule of Ash Wednesday and Lenten services on page 11. To 
help you prepare for the Lenten season, there are two handouts in the narthex: a tri-fold 
brochure on the traditional Lenten spiritual disciplines of almsgiving, prayer, and fasting; and 
a booklet on the meaning and application of the Ten Commandments.  
 
If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, choice dollars must be directed by the end of 
March. Mount Calvary is an eligible recipient of choice dollars. 
 
Prayer Requests: Our homebound members: Maxine Ashton, Pat Helmke, Joanne Jones, Joe 
Kresnik, Dixie Myers, Marilyn Pacas, Betty Popek, Jonas Sarka, Jean Schwalm, Raymond 
Stevens; Our missionaries: Rev. Daniel & Kathy Conrad, Lutherans For Life, the Siberian 
Lutheran Mission Society & Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk; All others in need: 
Paul Luedeman, Dick Chappell, Paula Bruckner, Sandy Kemper, Carol Newton, the Nuer 
people of South Sudan, Lindsay Owens, Elizabeth Fusselman, Sarah Hertwig, Lillian Cuff, 
Ruta Baesler, Sandy Fornuff, Natalie Uhing, Alaric, Elias, and Leon Petzling who will be 
baptized next Sunday  
 

This Week’s Calendar 
             Today (2/12) SEXAGESIMA 
   Sunday School & Bible Class 8:45 am 
   Divine Service 10:00 am 
   Board of Christian Education mtg after church 
   Catechism class 3:30 pm   
   Mon (2/13)     Board of Finance & Stewardship mtg 11:00 am 
   Tues (2/14)    Pastors at Circuit mtg @ St. John Lutheran 9:00–11:30 am 
               Wed (2/15) Matins 10:00 am  
   Book Group 6:00 pm    

  Next Sunday (2/19) QUINQUAGESIMA 
   Sunday School & Bible Class 8:45 am 
   Divine Service 10:00 am 
   Board of Trustees mtg after church 

Catechism class 3:30 pm  
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Ash Wednesday 
February 22 

 
No Matins service 

Light Supper served by Women’s Guild: sub sandwiches & chips 
Divine Service with the Imposition of Ashes 6:30 pm 

 
 
 

Lenten Midweek Series 
Selections from the Gospel of John 
Wednesdays in Lent at 10:00 am & 6:30 pm 

 
John’s Gospel gives the church a number of unique 
passages found in no other Gospel. In the early centuries of 
the church, several passages of John’s Gospel were used as 
the basis for the final instruction of those who were 
preparing to be baptized at Easter. This Lent we will hear 
those texts as well as a few others and see how they set 
before us the Lord’s teaching concerning our need for 
redemption and how salvation from sin, death, and the 
devil is found in Him alone. 

 
March 1 – John 1:43–51……….Jesus & Nathaniel 
 
March 8 – John 4:5–30, 39–42…Jesus & The Samaritan   

   Woman at the Well 
 
March 15 – John 5:1–18……….Jesus and the Paralytic at Bethesda 
 
March 22 – John 9:1–41……….Jesus & The Man Born Blind 
 
March 29 – John 11:1–45……....Jesus & Lazarus 
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Mount Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

A congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

402-551-0244    www.mountcalvary-lcms.org 
 

The Reverend Andrew Gerike, Pastor   
  pastor@mountcalvary-lcms.org 
  Study Hours: Tues–Fri 8:30a.m.–12:00 p.m.   

         afternoons by appointment 
 

The Reverend Jeff Duncan, Assistant Pastor 
  revjwduncan@outlook.com 

Church Office - Mrs. Pat Koch, Secretary          
office@mountcalvary-lcms.org 
Tues thru Thurs 7:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

Our Service Schedule: 
The Divine Service with Holy Communion is offered every Sunday and on holy days as 
announced. Matins is prayed on Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Vespers is prayed in Advent & 
Lent on Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

 

Receiving Communion at Mt. Calvary: We care about the spiritual welfare of all who 
commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, please speak to one 
of the pastors before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in 
doctrine, are members of our congregation or of a sister congregation of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation.  

 

Adult Christian Education is taught every Sunday morning at 8:45 in the church basement.  
 

Sunday School for children ages 3-12 is year-round. Lessons are Bible-story based and 
activities are designed to reinforce the biblical lesson.  

 

Pastoral Consultation based on the Holy Scriptures is available from the pastors by 
appointment  

 

The Sick and Homebound are visited regularly by the pastors Please contact the Church 
Office if you know of any parishioner in need of pastoral visitation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organist – Annika Johanson  Elder –  Rich Ogden  
Acolyte – Silvalyn Bohnert  Trustee – Renee McArthur  
Altar Care – Cybil Boss & Melissa Duncan 
Counters – Franklin Harmon & Nancy Reynolds 
Ushers – Glen Rademacher, Buffy Linke, Dominic Petzling, Ray Wollberg 


