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There are three essential passages of Scripture that instruct us as to what the Bible is and how it works: In John 5 Jesus 
says “the Scriptures…testify of Me.” Second, St. Paul’s well-known words to Timothy: “All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 
These first two are fundamental and not really all that difficult for us. All the Scriptures testify of Christ. The whole Bible, 
from beginning to end, is a witness to God’s intervention between temporal and eternal death and man in the Second 
Person of the Holy Trinity. There is nothing else. Everything hinges upon this. That the Scriptures are inspired and 
inerrant and are the sole source of all our doctrine and life is also necessary. For if this is not the case then what are they? 
And how can we be certain of anything or have any objective comfort? Or why even bother to preach? 
 
Thirdly are our Lord’s words to the disciples in today’s Gospel when He answers what the parable means: “To you it has 
been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they 
may not see, And hearing they may not understand.’” These words we struggle to believe. And so then we miss what 
Jesus Himself says is the purpose of His parables. Parables come up a lot. Our Lord tells at least 30. In the course of the 
church year, as many as 16, a full fifth of the Gospel readings for the Church Year, contain a parable.  
 
It is often thought that Jesus tells parables, earthly stories with heavenly meanings, in order to aid unbelievers in 
understanding the faith. That they are to help non-Christians better understand Christianity. But that is not what Jesus 
says. He says it is “given [to the disciples] to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest” those 
mysteries are “given in parables, that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’” 
 
Jesus tells parables to describe the kingdom of heaven, that is, how God works in this world through His Son. The 
bulletin cover art clearly shows this. “The seed,” Jesus says, “is the word of God.” Who is the Sower? Jesus answers that 
in another parable, the Parable of the Weeds, which, in Matthew’s Gospel, immediately follows the Parable of the Sower:  
 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men 
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants 
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the house came 
and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?” He 
said to them, “An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to him, “Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?” But he said, “No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, ‘Gather the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn’” (Matt 13:24–30). 

 
Jesus explains this Parable. He says “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man” (Matt 13:37). Jesus is the 
Sower, who casts about the seed, the Word of God. To paraphrase the late Paul Harvey, God came as a farmer. But that is 
where the likeness ends. For the way God acts in this world is totally contrary to how the world thinks God ought to act. 
It is foolish nonsense, it is unfair, wicked even.  
 
The Word which our Lord casts about speaks of God’s self-less love for sinners. It proclaims His mercy upon a humanity 
that cannot help itself because on its own it is hard and rocky, not receptive to the Word at all, it is far more fearful of 
what others think than it is of what God thinks, it is weak and changes its affections and cares quickly. On our own we are 
damned, unable by our own reason or strength to believe in Christ Jesus or come to Him.   
 
But He has come to us. He was utterly devoted to His Father, obedient to His Word. He cared not for the comforts of 
this body and life unto the point of willfully suffering death on a cross. It is this word that unbelief deems utter 
foolishness and blasphemy. It is this word, the Gospel, the very core of the Christian faith, that is dark to the eyes of the 
world. They hear of our utter sinfulness, of God’s boundless grace for every sinner, and they cannot comprehend it. They 
see this selfless love lived out and it makes them angry. They hear the truth of how Judgment Day will play out, that life 
will be given through Christ alone, and they deem it unfair.  
 
Because the parables do not demonstrate how God is like us. They demonstrate how He is unlike us, how He is merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger and quick to forgive, gladly receiving sinners. They are given to you to make the Kingdom 



known while hiding it from vain and impious men who are full of themselves and demand that God be in their image and 
likeness. 
 

The truth and beauty of the Gospel, of our sinful condition, and our salvation through Christ’s death for us, the teaching 
of all the parables, can only be understood when it is received by faith. That is what Jesus means when He says, “To you 
it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God.” The language there is passive. It is not a rational 
understanding to which you assent. It is not an intellectual achievement of the human mind; it is the wisdom that is given 
by the Holy Spirit. It is faith alone that recognizes what God is like, that believes in what He has done for us. 
 
That faith is created by the Word that He casts about in utter disregard for where it lands. The word is good seed, 
purchased at the expense of His own blood. It cannot be improved, toned down, inoculated or genetically modified. It is 
good and strong in itself, “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12). It 
works to break up the hardness of hearts, to loosen what is packed down that the deep waters of faith might receive the 
Word with joy and grow, to cut out the false loves of our hearts.  
 
The parable is not given to comfort churchgoers with the knowledge that they are lucky, fortunate enough to have been 
good soil, good people, with “host and good heart[s].” It warns you against devil, world, and flesh. Soil that has been 
loosened and watered can get packed down and parched. The word and faith that it gives can be lost. Half of the seed has 
a promising beginning, but it eventually withers and is choked. We see that happening all around us: faith that was given in 
baptism, confessed at confirmation, the fruitfulness of the Word in the lives of Christians, withers and is choked when 
that word is no longer heard and received. 
 
This very thing also threatens to happen within us. The world and the loves of our sinful flesh can put an end to the 
fruitfulness of the Word in us. The devil works constantly to take it away. You must be aware of and attentive to what 
does this in your life. What crowds out your hearing of the Word of God? What is working to undermine that Word or 
silence your confession of it? See those things are as perilous. Jesus says they kill the word, they kill faith. 
 
But know also that the Word of God is trustworthy and steadfast. It delivers what it promises. There is power here for 
faith, for a life of repentance and joy. The Sowers sows. He is continually going out, casting that His Word might take 
root and grow and bear a harvest in the harshest of conditions, transforming bad, poor soil into good as He declares 
sinners righteous. Here is where God promises to be for you.  
 
We see the Church afflicted by imperfect people and hypocrites. We see many fall away, and we each have our times of 
weakness and sin, cowed into silence out of fear, enticed into shame and vice. But here is where faith is born and 
maintained, here the Word is continually sown. Your heart has been plowed, opened up to receive the life-giving Word, 
that does work to accomplish its purpose. It does not return void.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


