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Today’s Gospel is unusual in that it follows close behind the previous Sunday’s. In the first thirteen verses of chapter 8, 
which we heard last week, with the disciples we saw Jesus cleanse a leper. We heard how He healed a centurion’s servant 
from a distance, without even seeing him. In the ten verses that stand between last Sunday’s and today’s Gospel we hear 
of Peter’s own mother-in-law relieved from a fever by Jesus, and of “many who were oppressed by demons” freed by a 
word, and “all who were sick” healed. We heard two weeks ago how it was in seeing Jesus manifest His glory in Cana, 
turning water into wine, that His disciples believed in Him. 
 
We might wonder what the disciples thought, seeing all this. What a guy to be close to! What exhilaration must have filled 
them knowing someone who could do such things! How easy it is to glory and rejoice in the Lord who does such things 
for others! 
 
Today, however, we hear of something different. It is the account of these same disciples in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, 
caught in a terrible windstorm, swamped by the waves to such an extent that these seasoned fishermen fear death. They 
awaken the Lord who has finally been able to get some rest. He is true man after all. And He has been hard at work, 
traveling about Galilee, preaching, and healing, and He is tired. He had just said “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Many of us have been at a point where we are tired 
enough to sleep through anything, even storms and tornado sirens. Awoken by the disciples’ fear, Jesus shows Himself to 
be true God, rebuking “the winds the sea,” and where before they were engaged in a “great storm,” they give way to a 
“great calm.” Of course nature heeds the voice of its Creator.  
 
But it is not only creation that is brought to heel. That rebuke comes after another: that of the disciples. They had seen 
such wonders in the days preceding, yet here have fled in fear to Jesus. He says to them: “Why are you afraid, O you of 
little faith?” 
 
We easily criticize the disciples. Wonder how they do not get it. It is much the same with the children of Israel in the 
wilderness. How could they be so weak and faithless. But we are them. Like Israel of old we complain and whine. We 
grumble against those sent to speak God’s Word to us. We miss and long for the sins we enjoyed before faith. Like the 
disciples, we discover that trusting in Jesus and praising Him when we see others on the receiving end of His mercy and 
deliverance is one thing. It is quite another when it is we ourselves in trouble, overcome with fear, convinced that we are 
about to perish. 
 
In this the disciples are better than us. They recognize the storm around them. They see their predicament for what it is. 
As fishermen they know the peril that high winds and towering waves hold for a little fishing boat. In one sense, they are 
right to fear, to see that on their own, were it not for the Lord there with them, they would be like Jonah, but without a 
big fish to deliver them from a watery grave! 
 
Do we? Do we recognize the storm in which we are caught? Do we see for what they are the mighty forces have been 
unleashed and threaten to overwhelm, sink, and crush us? Recognize and know that those with the loudest voices, that 
shape public opinion and policy, that many of those who teach the children of this nation, your children, your 
grandchildren, they detest you and what you believe. I speak here not of whatever views you may have about climate 
science, COVID, or who controls the courts. I mean simply that you believe what God’s Word, the Bible says: that the 
man Jesus is the Son of God. That by His death and resurrection alone we have deliverance from our sins and 
condemnation to hell. That He alone gives true living hearts that are active in true love toward others, even those who 
hate and wrong us. 
 
That basic, most fundamental confession, is what is most despised in this world. That life in Christ Jesus is what media, 
big business, many schools, pop culture, big tech, and many in the various levels of government want to crush out of you. 
They don’t want to hear that we are all, each of us, damned sinners under the just sentence of our sins. They don’t want to 
hear that Jesus died for us, that He alone reconciles us with the Father. They don’t want to hear that in Jesus we are 
brought into a new life, a life that is no longer lived for the self, but in faith toward God and selfless love for one another. 
They don’t want to hear any of that. And they don’t want you to believe that. They want to ensure that our children not 
only don’t believe, but reject and oppose that. 



We are, dear brothers and sisters, in midst of a storm. There are very real winds and waves that threaten not our bodily 
life, but are aimed directly at our souls. This storm rejects each article of the Creed. God Almighty is the Maker of heaven 
and earth? No, we evolved. We are the product of random, undirected mutations over millions of years. Life has no 
meaning. Even male and female is fluid, whatever you want it to be. Might makes right. We are accountable to no one. 
 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came for our salvation? No, there’s no such thing as sin, except for whatever the 
majority of society says is unacceptable, and my we see how quickly that changes! Do whatever makes you happy. We 
define our own reality, our own idea of salvation. Jesus, at best, is either the moral teacher who wants us to be nice to one 
another, or He is God for you, your way to salvation (whatever that may be), but just one option among many. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the Lord and Giver of Life, who brings us into the very life of Jesus Christ, fashioning new hearts, new 
desires within us, who leads us to fear, love, and trust in the one true God above all things? No, live for yourself, value 
this body and life above anything else, just accept yourself and others as they are, with no need for repentance and faith in 
another. 
 
These three rejections of the entirety of the Christian faith are rampant. Open your eyes and see them for what they are. 
As you actually have control over it, avoid them. You son likes sports and you want him to be in a school with a strong 
sports program. Sports are a great physical activity; they teach endurance, teamwork, and the importance of making a hard 
effort. But what if the classroom at that school is telling your son that he’s terrible because he is a Christian Caucasian 
male, and the only way out from self-loathing is to become a sexual minority, or a militant atheist? In this example, in so 
many other instances, we need first to recognize the reality. Then, we need to consider what to do about it. Especially 
when we grasp that while fame and fortune come only to a few, there is a 100% guarantee of standing before the eternal 
judge.  
 
As it is for our children, so it is for us. And we are hesitant to see the reality. We are so used to lies and distortions that we 
cannot even see them for what they are. We are easily deluded by the age. We think that we can handle filth on TV, the 
computer screen, and our phone when we ought to flee it, to not even name such things yet we treat them so casually. 
Jesus asks “when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?” (Lk 18:8).  
 
The disciples’ faith was fleeting, it was weak. Little though it was, it did what faith always does. It drove them to Jesus. 
They overstate the problem. They give too much credence to what wind and waves can do. It can kill them, sure. But it 
cannot send them to hell. They ask Jesus to save them and He does. He prolongs their lives, keeps the boat from sinking 
and them from drowning. He goes on to Gadara on the other side of the Sea, and puts demons to flight. He goes on to 
Jerusalem, and it is there that He saves the disciples and us. It is there that He defeats Satan. It is there that He shows 
Himself worthy of being trusted entirely, whether in midst of a storm, in time of temptation, attack, and fear, and even at 
the hour of death. 
 
He bids us to wake up. He exhorts us to find and maintain safe harbors in church and home, to not needlessly sail into 
sure temptation and destruction, but to maintain His Word and the holy faith we have received. We are now in the time 
when we need to think and speak clearly of where the line is, to see where we must indeed be different, what we need to 
prioritize and what must be given up if not for the sake of our own faith, then for that of our children. Decide now that 
you will not compromise with a world that is intent upon making a shipwreck of your faith. Think about it now so that 
when the moment comes you can simply say, “No. I am a Christian.” 
 
When the storm does come upon us, when it threatens, the disciples show us where to flee. We flee to the One who has 
already overcome all things. We flee to the One who directs all things for the good of His Church. That is not an excuse 
for indulgence, for apathy. It is a call to watchfulness and trust. It is a call to faith in Him. He will strengthen mid pain, 
loss, shame, and cross.  
 
Hence, all fear and sadness! 
For the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, Still have peace within. 
 Yea, whate’er I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure! 


