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Christmas proclaims to us that God has become a man, and we are given to marvel at the gracious descent of almighty 
God to this earth to visit and dwell with us in our own flesh. He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all. Yet 
that mystery is first known only to the people of Israel: to Joseph, Mary, and the shepherds, and to Simeon and Anna in 
the temple. The season which began this past Thursday with the Divine Service commemorating the visit of the magi to 
the Christ Child - the holy Epiphany - shows us how the man Jesus is God come for all. That Child so dear and gentle Is our 
Lord in heav’n above.  
 
The next four weeks show this through the accounts of miracles and the Lord’s shining divinity on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. But today is a bit different. It shows us in a unique way who this Jesus is. It also teaches us much 
concerning the Christian life. We hear of the twelve-year-old Christ who already knows that He must be among His 
Father’s things, in the place of prayer, in the location of the sacrifices, and in the arena of studying and discussing the 
Scriptures. He understands far better than His mother Mary and His guardian Joseph, where He must be, what matters. 
Not only here, but throughout His life, His family, His disciples, fail to grasp His purpose. But He is ever conscious of 
His mission.  
 
We see Him already as the divine teacher, reminding us that above all other things, before all men, we must serve God. If 
a situation arises where we must choose whether to be disobedient to God or to our parents, or those in authority, we 
must answer with Christ: “I must be among the things of My Father.” There is a Father and Ruler to whom we owe 
greater esteem and obedience than any earthly authority. The reason we serve, and obey our parents and other authorities 
is not because of anything in themselves or because they deserve it. It is because their authority is given by God. That is 
why we are to honor and love authorities even when they sin and are undeserving. They occupy an office and bear 
authority given by God Himself. When they would turn us away from God, and God does not go against Himself, we not 
only are able to disobey them, we must, otherwise we are disobeying God.  
 
Jesus is “in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.” What fills His 
conversation is not the news of the latest power plays between the Herodians and the Romans. He is not devoted above 
all other things to following the standings of the Jerusalem Giants or the Bethlehem Braves. His greatest care is not the 
economic situation in the first century Levant. Rather, He is talking with those tasked with teaching the Bible. He listens 
and asks questions. That is to say, He is learning about God’s Word. 
 
Here is an important thing for us to remember. The learning of God’s Word is not just for professional theologians. It is 
not limited to catechism students. It is for every Christian for all of his or her life. This is really the chief reason Christ 
gives pastors, their chief task is to teach. There are three passages listed in the Catechism for the duties of Bishops, 
Pastors, and Preachers. Two of them speak of the need for pastors to be able to teach, both in encouraging others by 
sound doctrine, teaching what is true, and in refuting those who teach what is false.  
 
There is a common perception in the church today that pastors who are good teachers must belong in a seminary or 
college, as though them remaining in the parish is a waste of skill. I understand the good sentiment and high compliment, 
the church does need men to teach future pastors. But the boy Jesus in the temple shows us that every Christian is to 
continually learn the Word of God. Jesus sits among the teachers, listens and asks questions because He wants you to 
come to church and to Bible Class, to listen, and to ask questions. 
 
We see in this also a demonstration of our Lord’s true humanity, both in what our Lord does in the temple, and also at the 
end of today’s Gospel: “Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.” It is very similar 
to how the great Old Testament judge Samuel is described as he grows up in the tabernacle (1 Sam 2:26). Jesus already 
knows and is centrally focused on His chief purpose, and yet the Lord Jesus, the very One whose words were given to the 
prophets of old, is true Man. He is described similar to Samuel because like Samuel, like any human being, He grows not 
just in stature of His body as He ages and matures, He also grows in wisdom, in learning, and knowledge. He is our 
childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us He grew.  
 
What does that mean? As true God there is nothing Jesus needs to learn, nothing that can be added. The power of God 
cannot be strengthened. God does not grow. The height of His wisdom cannot be augmented. He knows the Bible 



backwards and forwards because those Scriptures were given to the prophets through Him! And yet as a man, though 
always God and possessing all that being God means, the Lord Jesus willfully takes up our experience, our weakness and 
ignorance, that He might truly be like us. So the all-powerful God must be carried as an infant, His legs powerless. The all-
knowing Lord must learn how to speak. He makes all those stages of human existence holy. And so it is that He sanctifies 
our very learning of His Word.  
 
And more likely than not, whether in a sermon or in Bible Class, as you learn God’s Word you will hear something you do 
not understand. Many times I have been asked questions by a life-long Christian who has wrestled with trying to 
understand something for years, decades even. We see this very thing in Mary and Joseph. Jesus understands His purpose, 
they do not. But they do not set all this aside. They don’t throw their hands up and despair of ever getting it. Mary, we 
read, “treasured up all these things in her heart.” What is it that she treasures up? The words of rebuke from her Son, 
calling her to repentance and to believe His purpose. Also His submissiveness to His parents. That even as He discoursed 
with the teachers of the Law in humility and didn’t call them a bunch of idiots, so also He didn’t look down on His 
parents who in weakness and ignorance didn’t fully get it.  
 
That is the wondrous mystery that Mary does come to understand. So also the disciples who were so often confused. By 
God’s grace and the illumination of the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures, passages once dark and obscure to us are made 
not just understandable to us, but our delight and comfort. Thus we live up to St. Paul’s words to the Ephesians, attaining 
“the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…grow[ing] up in every way into Him who is the Head, into 
Christ” (Eph 4:13, 15b). 
 
That is the wondrous mystery of today. The almighty Lord comes in humility, places Himself among us poor ignorant, 
mistaken, sinners, and He kindly corrects, patiently models, and above all, humbly goes on to suffer for us. In that He 
perfectly fulfills the Scriptures that He first gave, and that we are bid by Him to devote ourselves to, for in them we hear, 
we see, and we receive Him.  


