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If we were to look for the perfect summary of what the Epiphany of Our Lord is all about, we need look no further than 
the Collect of the Day. It begins with the historical account, prophesied centuries before by Isaiah, and described by 
Matthew: “by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.”  
 
St. Matthew’s account very naturally raises a number of questions that we have no answer for. Who exactly were the magi? 
Sorcerers who dabbled with demons? Astrologists, looking to the stars for answers to the mysteries of life ? Or were they 
simply highly educated scholars? Where were they from? Persia? Arabia? Various places? How many were there? How did 
they know to go to Jerusalem simply from seeing a star? Was it because of Balaam’s prophecy in Numbers 24? How 
would they have known about that? From the preaching of Daniel to the magi of Babylon and Persia? Or did they get 
some extra revelation not recorded in Scripture? Did they give gold, frankincense, and myrrh because they saw in them 
confessions of who the Christ Child was: gold for the King of kings, incense to mark the very presence of God, and bitter 
myrrh (the ancient world’s version of embalming fluid) for the One who would suffer and die for the world? 
 
They are interesting questions to ponder, they are fun to speculate on. But in a sense, none of them really matter because 
what we are told is sufficient. Sufficient not only in getting the wise men from wherever they came from to Jerusalem and 
then to the Christ Child, also sufficient for us. It is the portrayal of how we are directed to Christ.  
 
Perhaps these men were learned students of the stars and somehow from their own learning associated the appearance of 
this star in the heavens with the birth of the king of Israel, and so they knew to go to Jerusalem. There is a natural 
knowledge of God. “The heavens declare the glory of God,” the psalmist says (19:1). Nature in all its splendor and 
beauty points to a Creator. Only a fool looks at the Rocky Mountains, the Grand Canyon, the Amazon, the fjords, and 
says there is no god. 
 
The impulses of the conscience toward what is obviously good, and away from what all sane people recognize as terribly 
evil, is the innate testimony that we are God’s creation, fashioned in Eden in the very image of He who is perfectly good 
and who hates wickedness. However corrupt and dulled we are, having lost the fullness of the divine image, we do still 
reflect some aspects of that image. We each bear the law of God written into us, it is inescapable and undeniable. Thus 
there will always be a moral sense of right and wrong, a need for justice in the face of wrongdoing, and there are certain 
things that are naturally abhorrent that we’d rather not see or think about. 
 
But whatever learning the magi have, it gets them only to Jerusalem. It is incapable of getting them to the house where the 
Christ lives. For that they need the Scriptures, they need Micah’s prophecy to tell them that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem of Judah. It is in hearing that word that they go, these strange, mysterious men from the east set aside all 
assumptions and learning and simply go to where the Scriptures point them. And even as the star reappears while they are 
on their way to show them the very house they seek, their eyes shift from the heavens above down to the lowly child in 
His mother’s lap. In this we see the true wisdom of the wise men.  
 
We also see their faith. It was created by that word of God which sent them on their way to Bethlehem. It was active in 
their worship of this little Judean boy, as these wealthy men whom tradition would call Kings, received this lowly foreigner 
not simply as the King of the Jews to be paid homage, but as the Most High God who has come even for those who are 
not His own people. 
 
And so it is that the Word of God has done the same in you. It has to. Creation can only tell you that there is a God, it 
does not tell you who He is nor how He feels about you. And there is no true lasting inner remedy for the pangs of your 
own conscience. Today shows you that true and complete revelation must come from the Word of God. 
 
Today’s collect moves even further from the history to that history’s significance for us: “Lead us, who know You by faith, to 
enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence.” You are led, driven by faith to seek the Christ. Faith hears the voice of the 
Shepherd, and it goes toward Him. Even as the Wise Men were led by the star and the Word of God to the Christ, so we 
are led by the Word of God and the shining star of faith created by that Word to come before Him still.  
 



The final end of our being led is beholding the only-begotten Son, no longer through a dim mirror by faith, but in 
unveiled glory. He is the fullness of divine presence. The shining glory of Epiphany is not a divine quality or attribute of 
God, but is, in fact, the Divine Person of the Son. The One Whom we will see in all fullness is already made known to us 
by faith which sees Him where His Word has directed us. Just as the magi showed their wisdom in hearing and believing 
the Word of God, and in worshipping a young Child, so you are shown to be wise, not by your great learning or cognitive 
conclusions. You are shown to be wise for you have come here, seeking the Christ, adoring Him as your Lord and God, 
come to be with and to save you, come to take you unto Himself as one of His people, come to have you share in His 
glory already now even as He will bring you to its fullness. 


