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The mystery of the Lord’s death and resurrection was prefigured of old. It is seen throughout the Scriptures. Not just in 
the prophecies read tonight, but in the entire history of Israel. It was the longing and hope of all God’s people.  
 
You see the Lord’s death foreshown in righteous Abel, slain by his brother.  
You see it in Isaac, who bears the wood and is bound.  
You see it in Joseph, sold into the hands of Gentiles for money.  
You see it in the sheep slaughtered in the land of Egypt, saving Israel through their blood while Egypt is struck down. 
You see it in David, who is hunted down over the Mount of Olives.  
You see it in all the prophets who suffer for the sake of their preaching.  
 
The Son came from heaven to earth as the suffering one, wrapping Himself in suffering by taking up our flesh, coming as 
true man.  
 
He is the one led like a lamb.  
He is the one slaughtered like a sheep.  
He is the one who ransomed us from the world as from Egypt.  
He is the one who set us free from the slavery of the devil as from Pharaoh.  
He is the one who sealed our souls with His own Spirit, claiming us by His own blood.  
He is the one who delivered us from slavery to freedom,  

from darkness into light,  
from death into life,  
from tyranny into an eternal Kingdom. 

 
He was murdered out of the hatred of His brethren like Abel,  

tied up as the sacrifice in Isaac,  
driven out in Jacob,  
exchanged by his kin for coin in Joseph,  
slaughtered that others might live in the Passover lamb,  
hunted down to secure power in David,  
dishonored for preaching the truth in the prophets.  
 

He is the Lamb, whose mouth remained silent,  
seized from the flock,  
led to slaughter,  
sacrificed in the evening,  
buried at nightfall,  
not broken, but pierced on the tree. 

 
And now He has risen. Clothed with suffering on behalf of we who suffer, bound on behalf of we who were in bondage, 
judged on behalf of we who stood condemned, buried on behalf of those who were dead.  
 
Now He has arisen and stands to set free the condemned,  

to give life to the dead,  
to raise up those in the tombs.  

 
Who will contradict this? Who can undo this? He has destroyed death. The seal of the tomb is broken. The guards lie 
fallen on the ground. He has triumphed over the enemy. He has crushed Hades itself. He has bound the strong man the 
devil. And now He bears us up to the heavenly heights which He has opened up to us.  
 
Come, then, all you adulterated by sin, and receive forgiveness. He is your freedom from all that would accuse you. Their 
mouths are rendered shut, they cannot speak against you, for the heavenly Judge of all has spoken. You are free from your 
sin because Christ who died for it now lives!  



 
Come, then, all you who fear death and see your Life. He is the Passover of salvation, the Lamb slaughtered for you, your 
ransom, your life, your light and salvation. His blood marks your door. Death cannot touch you. And like Pharaoh of old, 
it is forced against its will to drive you out, birthing you from the sorrows of our brief time in this world unto eternity, the 
Promised Land of heaven. He who once was dead now lives! 
 
Come, then, all you who tremble under the attacks of the enemy. Here is your King, the kind of king who dies for His 
people, though no fault could be found in Him. He has put to shame all who falsely accused Him, shown all that He has 
spoken to be true. He stands vindicated, in triumph over all His enemies. He, the one they had killed, now lives! 
 
And you have been washed in the tide that flowed from His pierced side. You have been baptized into Him, into His 
victory. He has saved you. He has opened your mouths to sing: alleluia, alleluia! Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
good, for HIs steadfast love endures forever. 
 
 


