
Jesu Juva 
Jubilate                                                  May 8, 2022                John 16:16–22 
 

Today and the next four Sundays, the Gospel readings all come from John chapters 14, 15, & 16. The setting is the Upper 
Room on the night Jesus was betrayed, it is the same time and place where He institutes the Sacrament of the Altar. Jesus 
is preparing the disciples for their time without Him, not just when He is arrested and killed, but He is also preparing 
them and us, the Church, for the time without His visible presence, the time between His ascension and His return in 
glory. You need to keep this context in mind these five weeks.  
 

Today, Jesus speaks of sorrow and joy. He says to the disciples and to you, “you will weep and lament, but the world 
will rejoice. You will be sorrowful.” One of life’s lessons as we age is that this world is full of sorrow. This does not just 
mean things that make us sad, it certainly includes that. But it also encompasses the burdens that life brings. Particularly 
for the child of God who lives in such times as ours, we find those things over which we weep and lament, while the 
world around us rejoices with glee. We are not just sad over these things, we suffer them, they have an effect on us 
beyond mere emotions. The apostle Peter also touches on this in today’s epistle. He writes to Christians who do what is 
right, and yet suffer unjustly. There are preachers who say that when you become a Christian life turns around, that 
everything will go smooth and well for you from conversion on. That really doesn’t square with what the Scriptures plainly 
say. This world, this life, does not bring happiness. That is not the goal of the Christian. When we expect things to be 
easy, to have a pleasant and happy life, we have bought into the ancient temptation of the Devil.   
 

It is true that coming to faith, growing in our understanding of God’s Word, we do see things differently, our perspective 
changes, and we have certainty in what is right, true, and pleasing to God. That is a good thing. And there are joys in the 
life of the Christian. But we do also suffer people, who do not share our faith and understanding, who do not only 
disagree, but hate and lash out against it with open violence. And Christians are not exempt from hard times, from 
sickness. They have their own sinful nature to contend with, and they suffer the sins of others, even fellow Christians. 
 

Christians suffer this ire, are confronted with illness, financial difficulty, acrimony in relationships, and we may well share 
the fear of the faithful remnant of Israel, “The LORD has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.” “God must have 
forgotten me. He does not know the fear, the pain, the hurt, that I bear.” Consider the state of mind of the eleven 
disciples on Good Friday and Holy Saturday. Even on Easter, the first emotional note we are given is that they were 
afraid. 
 

As an answer both to ancient Zion’s agony, and to describe the reality for the disciples and the Holy Church today, the 
Lord uses the image of a mother and her child. Through the prophet Isaiah He assures that it is not possible for God to 
forget His people any more than a mother can forget her child. Jesus teaches us that just as the joy of a mother holding 
her newborn outshines all the morning sickness, the cramps, the pangs and dangers of labor, whatever sorrows we 
undergo in this life, they have no compare to the weight of eternal glory that will be revealed, the unimaginable joy, that 
awaits those who love God at the consummation of all things.  
 

It is a comforting image to have set before us given the significance of today. We give thanks to God for His gift of 
motherhood, of which we are all beneficiaries. None of us would be here without our moms, not just that we exist, but 
also that we are here, in Church. For many of us, the first teachers of the faith were our mothers, they taught us that we 
need to be in the house of our heavenly Father.  
 

Today is also a day when the Church prays for those who suffer as mothers. The bond of mother and child is so strong 
that when children go astray or suffer, that seems to affect the moms at a deeper level, especially so when a child is taken 
in death. So we give thanks for motherhood, we pray for those who suffer in that holy estate created, established, and 
given by God Himself. In those prayers we have the confidence that our Father in heaven hears them. He does not 
forsake or abandon those whom He has given this holy vocation. We pray for those women who long to be mothers. 
 

And, no doubt many of you are thinking of the recent course of events that can only be attributed to the providence of 
God. We hear these texts and we celebrate God’s gift of motherhood just a few days after the stunning news that there is 
the very real possibility that our nation’s highest court will finally recognize that there is no constitutional right to kill 
unborn children. After nearly 50 years of sorrow over the insane and demonic state-sanctioned slaughter of over 63 
million children, we see some glimmer of hope and reason for joy. That this may, indeed be the case, let us fervently pray. 
 



But there will still be sorrow. Perfect justice and happiness will ever elude us in this world. There are mothers filled with 
sorrow and regret over past abortions. There are also mothers who, in an attempt to salve their conscience, proclaim what 
they have done with pride. Individual states may yet choose to allow a barbarism that puts ancient pagans to shame. There 
will continue to be mothers in difficult straights. And there will be mothers filled with sorrow and fear as they face the 
difficulties of pregnancy, sometimes the result of horrid circumstances.  
 

How do we as Christian people face these things? How do we approach the continued struggles and sorrows of people 
around us, people whom we love? We begin by affirming a simple, basic truth: It is God who gives life. This is the basic 
teaching of Genesis 1. Life comes from God. We confess this every time we say the Nicene Creed, “I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life.” This is also confessed in the explanation to the first article. To say “I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth” is to say “I believe that God has made me and all creatures.” It is God who 
gives life. Because it is a gift of God it is always good. Life is always good. Whatever the situation, however challenging, 
we need to begin with that premise.  
 

For this, we need look no further than St. Mary. Our redemption, the salvation of the world, began with what the world 
today would call an “unplanned pregnancy.” A young girl, betrothed but not married. Living in a society with a very clear 
understanding about marriage and children, with a strict penalty for adultery. We need not wonder what counsel, what 
pressures Mary would receive today. But Mary said what? “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And in her great song of praise, she sings not of assurance that it will be easy and pleasant for 
her. Rather, she gives voice to her faith’s confidence, of what God will do in His endless mercy, not only for her, but for 
all humanity. 
 

Consider also St. Joseph; a righteous man, that is, a man who knew God’s love and promises by faith and who lived in 
love for his neighbor. At first convinced that Mary had sinned and been unfaithful, he sought to cover her shame. Now, 
Mary alone is the birth-giver of God. Joseph alone was faced with this particular situation and he had an angel reveal the 
true nature of things to him. But these holy people are a model for us. With St. Mary, let us always be open to life, and 
place our hope and confidence in God. With St. Joseph, let us always work in love to cover shame, not by ending life, but 
by protecting and providing in love. 
 

The sorrow for Mary and Joseph did not go away. They were turned away in Bethlehem, likely by Joseph’s own family 
because of the scandal. Jesus was born in a stable because He and His mother and Joseph were rejected. And even in 
Jesus’ ministry, there are hints of stigma and insult because of the circumstances of His birth that are known. The church 
has not always acted with compassion to young, unwed mothers, or even to struggling mothers who are married. We get 
annoyed at the voices of their children rather than rejoice that there are children in church, and offer a helping hand. 
Preachers and Christian people have often stayed silent for the sake of not making people uncomfortable or angry. And 
even Christians have been complicit in the unjust ending of life, thinking that making this life easier, eliminating difficulty, 
is ok.  
 

We know this basic truth: it is God who gives life, and so life is always good. We need to confess that. We need to 
embody what we believe in our lives, in our care for others. In this world, at this time, that will bring suffering. Mothers 
who choose life, husbands and wives who are open to God’s good gift of life, may suffer in this life for it. Through 
stigma, through sorrows that always accompany parenthood, through not having funds to buy whatever garbage you want 
because there are children to feed and clothe. Hear the Word of the Lord through the apostle: “if when you do good 
and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.” 
 

And where we struggle to believe that, where we have failed and given in to the sin of selfishness, where we have 
committed or supported the unjust taking of life, we look to where our Lord has made perfect satisfaction for us, where 
He who did only good, suffered and died with no justice for Him, where wicked men rejoiced with ungodly glee at the 
suffering of the one Isaiah calls the Man of Sorrows. And yet He bore it all patiently, the great affliction and even death by 
crucifixion, choosing to be tormented even though He was truly innocent. And He has risen from the dead, overcome and 
triumphed over sorrow, over all sin, over death itself. He has ushered in fullness of joy. We do have it already in part, as 
we are joined to Him and to all of heaven, upheld, consoled, and forgiven as we put our hope in the Lord, and look to the 
day when we will see Him, our hearts will rejoice, and no one will take our joy from us.  


