Misericordias Domini
The Third Sunday of Easter
The Week of April 26, 2020

I am the Good Shepherd.
The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

The Divine Service
†-- congregation stands

The Preparation
Hymn 478

The Day of Resurrection

† Confession and Absolution
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for self-examination
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father,
mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful,
or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by
your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?
O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Service of the Word
† Introit
Psalm 33:1, 18–20; antiphon: Psalm 33:5b, 6a
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alleluia.
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alleluia.
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous!
Praise befits the upright.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him,
on those who hope in His steadfast love,
that He may deliver their soul from death
and keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waits for the LORD;
He is our help and our shield.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alleluia.
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alleluia.

† Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray: O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 34:11-16
“Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I Myself will search for My sheep and will seek them
out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so
will I seek out My sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed
them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. I Myself will be the Shepherd of My sheep, and I Myself will make them
lie down, declares the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I
will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them in justice.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Luke 24:35b; John 10:14
Alleluia!
The Lord was known to them in the breaking of the bread. Alleluia!
I am the Good Shepherd.
I know My own and My own know Me. Alleluia!
Epistle
1 Peter 2:21–25
Dearly beloved: to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in His steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found
in His mouth. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not
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threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins
in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you
have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer of your souls.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

† Sequence Hymn

459

Christ Is Arisen
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† Holy Gospel
St. John 10:11–18
The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
 At that time Jesus said “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for
the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the Good Shepherd. I
know My own and My own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and
I lay down My life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to My voice. So there will be one flock, one Shepherd. For this
reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it up again. No one
takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I
have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from My Father.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

† Nicene Creed (inside back cover of hymnal)
Hymn of the Day

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

Hymn continues on next page
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Sermon
† Prayer of the Church
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
At the conclusion: … one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Service of the Sacrament of the Altar
† Preface and Sanctus
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
† Lord's Prayer
† Words of Our Lord
† Pax Domini
The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
† Agnus Dei (sung)

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

Please be seated. The pulpit side comes up to the rail to commune first, followed by the lectern side.

Post-Communion Hymn

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread

† Post-Communion Collect
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.
and His mercy endureth forever.
Let us pray. … one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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† Salutation, Benedicamus, and Benediction
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.
Amen.
Hymn 464

The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

Acknowledgments
Divine Service Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

9

