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Twins are said to have such a close attachment that they can feel each other’s pain, that, even if separated, they can sense 
when the other is in trouble. They share such a special connection; it is said they can anticipate what the other is thinking 
and can finish each other’s sentences. They share such a bond that when referring to only one of them, that one is often 
called “the twin.” 
 
But in the Bible there is always strife and struggle when twins are involved. They only come up three times. First there’s 
Jacob and Esau. Even before they were born their mother, Rebecca, felt the struggle between them in the womb. Jacob 
was born clutching his brother Esau’s heel. And that was only the beginning of their strife. Eventually Esau planned to 
murder Jacob. And though they were eventually reconciled, their descendants, the people of Israel and the people of 
Edom, fought against one another continually. 
 
Next are the twin boys of Judah and Tamar, born while Judah’s brother Joseph was a slave in Egypt. When the firstborn 
came out, it was only his arm that came forth. Knowing the identity of the firstborn was important at that time, so the 
midwife tied a scarlet thread around his hand. But while the firstborn was taking his time, the second child was born and 
named Perez. And it was he, not his older brother Zerah, who would be the child of promise, an ancestor of Jesus. 
 
The only other twin mentioned in the Bible is the disciple Thomas. Three times we are told in John’s Gospel that he was 
called “the Twin.” This is important. God does not waste His breath with irrelevant details. Especially after the 
resurrection, the details are given with deliberate intent, so that this is stated a third time after the Lord’s resurrection is 
significant. So we are told Thomas is a twin, but we’re told nothing of his twin.  This is unusual. With the other sets of 
regular brothers we are told both names: Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, the sons of Zebedee, James and John. 
Now perhaps it is as simple as the fact that Thomas’ twin was not a disciple. Yet even when discussing Herod Antipas’ 
adultery, his brother is not only mentioned, we are given his name. So where is Thomas’ twin? 
 
We might say that see two Thomases. They are identical, twins if you will, but they are very different from one another. 
There’s the Thomas from a week before Easter as Jesus planned to go to Lazarus, to journey near Jerusalem where He 
had said He would die, Thomas says “Let us also go, that we may die with Him” (Jn 11:17). He seems to be the one 
disciple who gets it: Jesus is going to die. And long before Peter on the night of the betrayal, Thomas pledges to 
accompany the Lord even unto death. And Thomas is there to see Jesus raise four-days-dead Lazarus. 
 
And yet this same Thomas who in some way understood Jesus’ death, and who witnessed His power over death, now 
says, “Unless I see…I will never believe.” Here is the evil twin of unbelief. Notice, John lays out for us how it is that 
this evil twin arises. He describes how on that first Easter evening the Risen Lord appeared to the fearful disciples, 
showed them His wounds and spoke His peace to them. We are then told “Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the 
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came” (Jn 20:24). He doesn’t believe because he is not there where Jesus came to 
be. He is absent from where Christ had promised to come. And he will not listen to what his brother disciples say when 
they tell him of the Lord’s resurrection from the dead. 
 
I don’t know if we could find a more fitting passage for the Sunday after Easter, if we could hear a more sober warning 
today. I hear from time to time that confident assertion, “I don’t have to go to church to be a Christian!” Maybe, but the 
Bible clearly shows here that you do have to go to church to remain one. It shows in painful simplicity what evil words 
come from the heart that is not where Christ comes to be with His word and Spirit that bestow peace: “I will never 
believe.”  
 
We need the admonishment of this text. Be in church. God tells us in the Epistle to the Hebrews “do not neglect to meet 
together” (Heb 10:25). Because that is the temptation. There is that evil twin within us, as inseparable from us as our mind 
is from our body, that will take an ungodly mile for every inch you give. Thomas goes from disciple to unbeliever in the 
span of less than a week. Do not think that you are any different. We are bid to put the evil unbelieving twin to death each 
day through repentance and faith. We are exhorted in today’s introit to desire and take into ourselves the pure milk of the 
Word. That is something from which we can never be weaned, out of which we never mature.  
 



This is why each and every year we rehear the life of our Lord. For every year of our lives we hear of Christ’s life for us. 
Every Sunday after Easter we hear this text. Each Sunday or festival in the church year has its appointed lessons, has those 
particular hymns written from and for those texts, and we hear and sing these again and again, year after year. Because we 
need the Word of God put into us. We need it set before us as our daily sustenance. We might get bored with it, tire of it. 
That is a sin. Boredom is a sin, especially when it comes to the things of God. It is a sin to say, “I’ve heard this already, 
I’ve already preached on this. I know this. I don’t need this, give me something else, something new and exciting.” That 
does not come from faith, that comes from the old Adam who hates God’s Word. Faith does not tire of these things. 
That we are bored with God’s Word is not the fault of God’s Word. The fault is with us who think everything needs to be 
new and exciting and it must entertain me the way I want to be entertained. You need this reminder. This Sunday gives it 
to you. Next Sunday gives you something else. And the next, and the next, and so on.  
 
You can and you should come every Sunday. It is good to avail yourself of opportunities to hear God’s Word. It gives you 
what you need, and it provides the foundation for your own reading of Scripture. It is why the first three primary texts of 
the Catechism, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, are in the Congregation at Prayer every week. 
These are the foundation, given for us to pray every day, to deepen our understanding and use of them, and also to remain 
the sure and simple basis for when we are attacked and perplexed.  
 
Now you and I are here. But we each know people whom we love, people who were, thanks be to God, here last week, as 
well as people who were not here last week. Christians fall away. Thomas was an unbeliever. He refused to believe the 
news of the resurrection. That did, God be praised, change. The events of today’s Gospel took place and are recorded to 
teach us. Because we know Christians who have fallen away, who cannot be bothered to come to church on the day of the 
Lord’s Resurrection, or who think once or twice a year is sufficient.  
 
We are shown here that there is hope. Things do change. We see the compassionate patience of our Lord with people like 
Thomas and like us. He comes and speaks and unbelief is put to death as faith kneels and confesses “My Lord and my 
God!” How does this happen? How did Thomas come to be restored? How are such people brought back and received 
with joy? Well, how did Thomas come to be in the Upper Room eight days later? He wasn’t just walking through the 
neighborhood and decided to drop by. His fellow disciples, his brothers said, “You need to be here. Fine, you want 
convincing, be here. This is where our Lord has promised to be, this is where He will come to speak and show Himself to 
us. Be here.” Invite them. Call them up, drop by, say, “Listen, you need to be here. This is where Jesus comes to be. This 
is where Jesus speaks to us, where He delivers His peace” and offer a ride to church.  
 
He didn’t need Thomas, He could have just moved on, had another replacement along with Matthias. But He brought 
back and used Thomas. Jesus didn’t need the ten, but He used them to be His agents to call Thomas back to faith. He 
does not need you, either, and yet the wonder and joy is that He uses you. He borrows your mouth to speak His Word, 
His invitation to others. He uses the tongues and hands of His pastors. The peace of the forgiveness of sins accomplished 
through His cross, attained at the cost of inflicting those eternal wounds in His flesh, that peace is announced to you in 
the preaching of the Gospel and in the Holy Absolution, straight from Christ’s own mouth through another’s lips. The 
peace of the Lord is given particularly in the Holy Communion. It is not incidental that the Risen Christ appears, shows 
His wounds and pronounces peace to the disciples in the Upper Room, the very place where He instituted the new 
testament in His blood. You see His body and blood lifted up, and it is His pierced hand that feeds you and gives you the 
peace of the forgiveness of sins, and communion with Him, being joined to Him, and to one another.  
 
That this is what happens is hard to believe. Nothing you see with your eyes alone will convince you. Your evil twin and 
the world with whom he is allied, scoffs at these things, is unwilling to believe them. But faith, which cannot see with the 
eye hears and believes. Blessed are you, Jesus says.  
 
 


