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It is a short Gospel reading today; the shortest of the whole church year. Yet in this brief reading, we see two great things 

taught to us that we ought to consider and take to heart. First, that our Lord Jesus Christ came from the people of Israel. 

Aside from the food they ate and the food they didn’t, nothing else marked the people of Israel out from everyone else 

than circumcision. All that the other varied nations of the earth had in common was that they were not Jews. That is what 

the term “Gentile” indicates, you are not a Jew. At only eight days old, the males of Israel were set apart.   

 

For the people of Israel, it’s all about Abraham, the man called by God to leave his homeland, to forsake the worship of 

false gods, and to go to the land of Canaan. It is from Abraham that God would bring a blessing to all the earth. In 

Genesis chapter 17, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham (that name means “father of many peoples”), because 

through his yet to be born son Isaac, and on down through the family descended from the twelve sons of Jacob, would be 

born the One who would bless all the world by saving it from sin. That is the promise God made. And where God gives a 

promise, He also gives a visible sign. Thus, circumcision, a mark in the flesh, made in the body of every Israelite boy on 

the eighth day after his birth. An inescapable reminder of what God had said He would bring forth from Israel. That is 

what set them apart. 

 

The practice also illustrated the root problem of all humanity. Many people think of sin as something that I do. So as long 

as I don’t do this or that really bad thing, I am a good person. Sin, however, is much deeper. It lies within us from our 

conception; it is a corruption passed on to us from our fathers, like a mutated gene producing all vice and destruction, 

giving rise to all external sins, the things which fill each year of our lives, and leave us filled with regret for the years after. 

This is what our Lord speaks of in Mark chapter 7, where He says that “from within, out of the heart of man, 

come…All… evil things” it is what comes from within that defiles a person. 

 

This mark in the flesh, then, illustrated what had to be removed, not simply a piece of flesh, but the corruption of sin 

from within us. That comes not by a knife, nor by our efforts, but from the Seed of the Woman, He who was conceived 

and born without the participation of a man, the One who would crush Satan’s head, removing his claim upon us, and 

bringing us into God’s kingdom. 

 

The covenant of circumcision was but the beginning of God’s activity towards the people of Israel. To deliver on His 

promise to set them free from bondage in Egypt, He gave the sign of blood over the door and the flesh of the Passover 

lambs to eat. To show and give a scent to His pledge to forgive His people of their sins and to be with them, in their 

midst to bless and lead them, He instituted the sacrifices of the tabernacle. These things also served to mark Israel out 

from the nations, from this people, set apart by God for God and His purpose of blessing the whole world, would come 

that blessing. 

 

The Lord whose birth we celebrated eight days ago, came to have done to Him what was done. But He didn’t need it. The 

Savior wouldn’t come from His family, He was the Savior. He had no sinful nature to be removed and so He needed no 

reminding of that. He is circumcised not for His own sake but for ours, to put Himself under the full demand of the Law, 

pledged to keep it in its entirety, pledged to live up to God’s standards not only for His people Israel, but for all His 

creation. And of all the Israelite boys put under that obligation since Abraham, out of all those with the law written on 

their hearts, our Lord alone is the One who has done it. He is the fulfillment of it all: circumcision, the Passover, the 

sacrifices, the priesthood. It is all completed and fulfilled in Him because it was to Him that all these pointed. He is the 

putting off of sin. He is what sets us free. In Him our sins are forgiven, we are pleasing to the Father. God dwells with us 

in His flesh. He is our priest, ever interceding for us.  

 

The second thing we see today then is that Jesus fulfills all the promises given to Israel of old, and opens up the family of 

God to all. The Son of God makes satisfaction by His blood, not only for those who violated the covenants of Abraham 

and Moses, but also for those who rebelled against their God and Maker by their sins, continuing the rebellion begun in 

the Garden. That is the first promise, before there was Israel, before circumcision, before Abraham, God promised a man 



born of the mother of all who would defeat Satan on behalf of all men. Abraham and Israel were chosen not for their own 

sake, but that all the world would be blessed. That has happened. He is pledged to be the sacrifice today as He is brought 

into the covenant, the whole burden placed upon Him, and it is sealed in His own blood. And He has made total 

satisfaction, not with a few drops, but by His lifeblood. That all is what was required by the justice of God as well as by 

His nature as love. And so that is what was promised in the writings of Moses and the Prophets. 

 

That the Old Testament scriptures are now fulfilled does not at all mean we ought then cast them aside, that we need not 

study and learn them, that we are free to ignore them. We do so at best to our being deprived, and at worst out of 

blasphemy. The more and the better we understand the Old Testament Scriptures, the more and the better we understand 

our Lord Jesus, who He is, and what He has done. But that He has come and fulfilled them changes how God relates to 

humanity. It is no longer through the witness of ancient Israel. They are no longer the exclusive bearers of His Scripture. 

We no longer look for a certain ethnic group to bring forth the Redeemer of the world.  

 

Circumcision no longer has any religious significance. St. Paul writes a few chapters after today’s epistle: “in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything.” The true circumcision is the daily putting off of the 

sinful flesh, the old Adam by repentance and faith, begun in baptism, and continuing until our death in this world. 

Christians do not observe the Passover seder, rather in the Sacrament of the Altar we proclaim the Lord’s death which 

fulfilled the Passover. We partake of the sacrificial banquet not as those offering the sacrifice of blood, but as the 

beneficiaries of Christ’s once for all sacrifice. We offer the sacrifices of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. And we do so not 

in any one place, we are not bound to Jerusalem, for that temple is destroyed. Rather, we do this gathered as Christ’s 

body, His living temple, built up by all those in whom He dwells by faith, who gather where He comes to them.  

 

All these, baptism, the Sacrament of the Altar, the life of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, lived as the holy church from 

Christ’s gifts in the Means of Grace are open to all. Whatever one’s sex, ethnicity, or role in the labor force. Our lives in 

the world reflect those differences and the distinctions based on them. We see the chaos of rebellion against God’s 

created order of male and female. People groups tend to stick together to preserve cultural identity and traditions, and that 

is perfectly fine and good. There will always be those who work and those who are over them. But before God, as those 

on the receiving end of our Lord’s saving work, there is no distinction. And so salvation and the promise of God’s favor is 

no longer a matter of ethnicity, but of faith, being a Christian, a part of the Body of Christ, the holy Christian church. 

That is the people of God, the chosen nation. 

 

It is a common, but wrong and unfortunate view today that God’s Old Testament promises to Israel continue to this day, 

and that the Jewish people remain God’s people and are saved as Jews just because they are Jews, and apart from faith in 

Jesus. That is against the plain teaching of Jesus Himself as well as the apostles’ preaching to their fellow countrymen. 

Jesus says: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 

The apostle Peter proclaimed to the Sanhedrin, the religious council of the Jews: “there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Neither our Lord nor the apostles who were all Jews gave 

the people of Israel a free pass for salvation just because of their ethnicity. As both the apostles Peter and Paul bear 

witness: God shows no partiality.  

 

The only blood that matters is the blood of Jesus. It is not about ethnicity, fleshly descent from Abraham, it is about faith. 

It is about believing in the very One in whom Abraham believed, who went on to take up flesh descended from Abraham, 

and went on to be Israel’s Messiah and the Savior of the world. 

 

 


