
Jesu Juva 

Christmas Eve            December 24, 2021           Lk 2:1–20  

 

Let us pray. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, A quiet chamber set apart For You to dwell within my heart. 
Amen. 
 

We have heard with the shepherds the announcement of the angels and come with them in haste before the manger. 
Despite their charge to “keep watch over their flock,” with the news they had received, the shepherds could not but go 
“unto Bethlehem and see the thing which is come to pass, which the Lord had made known unto them.” So also 
you. Whatever tasks remain yet undone, the beckonings of family and friends to set the whole church thing aside, because 
you are just plain tired or depressed, the news that this is the night, the knowledge that those words of the angel are heard 
here yet again, has, like the shepherds of old, enkindled and fanned the flame of faith and driven you here. 
 

But while this season drives us in haste from one thing to another, and so you are here, having become as the shepherds 
and hastened to come and see “Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger,” let us now become as Mary, 
setting the hustle and bustle, and all distractions aside. Let us imitate her in keeping these things, pondering them in our 
hearts, namely three little words from that first Christmas sermon, brought down from heaven, the three words which 
identify for us who this Child is: “a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 
 

1. Savior: one who saves, who delivers. That the Child born in Bethlehem is called “Savior” tells you what He will do. 
Savior means “Rescuer.” If He rescues, that means there is danger and disaster from which He snatches those 
whom He helps. The One who has been born is the answer to the ancient curse, the fall into suffering and pain, 
bondage to the devil, and the sentence of death. He comes to set you free from all your sins, to bring you through 
suffering and sorrow, yes, even through death, into His bright and fair kingdom. He has come to do this for you. 
See in Him the delivery of your deepest needs. What you do not possess in yourself, what you cannot do for 
yourself, what no other person can give you, is given freely in Him. All this and far more is contained in that little 
word, “Savior.” 
 

2. Christ: the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word “Messiah.” Both mean “the Anointed One.” That the Child born 
in Bethlehem is called “Christ” tells you how He saves, what He does to save us. Ancient Israel’s kings, priests, and 
prophets were anointed with oil to mark them as God’s chosen instruments, to bless them with the Holy Spirit for 
service in their task of ruling, serving in the temple, and preaching. The Christ is the One sent in love as the Father’s 
gift to us. The Christ works by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the Christ Child we see the Blessed Trinity at work 
to save us. Here you see the true, greatest, and eternal prophet, the One who delivers the word of God to us. Here 
you see the true, greatest, and eternal priest, who offered Himself as the very sacrifice for your sins, and who 
continually intercedes for you. Here you see the true, greatest, and eternal King, who reigns over His people forever, 
born in the city of His father David as the answer to that promise of old, bringing a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
a reign that will never end. All this and far more is contained in that little word, “Christ.” 
 

3. The Lord: That the Child born in Bethlehem is called “Lord” tells you who He is. That He is called “Lord” tells you 
that this newborn is far more than all other infants. That He is called “Lord” reveals to us that the One who rescues 
us, who speaks to us, who is sacrificed for us, who prays for and reigns over us, all in order to save us, is God 
Himself. The title “Lord” is not given at random. It is not added just because titles sound nice in threes. That He is 
called “Lord” is no mere glittery ornament, it proclaims that the One who saves His people by doing all these things 
as a man, who comes as a newborn Babe, is divine, is God Himself acting for us. For when God acts it is sure to be 
accomplished. You can know that Jesus’ birth, His life, His death, His resurrection, ascension, and His reign right 
now, does avail, because it is very God at work in them.  All this and far more is contained in that little word, 
“Lord.” 

 

The angel says that He who is born Savior, Christ, and Lord, is born unto you, to y’all. He who came to accomplish all 
these, came for you. This is the news and great mystery which we ponder this holy night. Salvation has been accomplished 
by our God for us. As we ponder, may we believe anew, may we believe all the more what it means, and thus may we be 
led to once again imitate those blessed shepherds and return home glorifying and praising God for all the things that we 
have heard and seen, just as it has been told unto us: “Unto you is born…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
 

A Christ-blessed and very Merry Christmas to you! 


