
 The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 
For the week of the Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

July 17, 2022 through July 23, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray out loud as much as you are able, and as your family size and ages dictate. 

 

Theme of the Week: The Sanctification Wrought by the Spirit 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Ten Commandments 
You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
    maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your   
    neighbor. 

 

What does God say about all these commandments? 
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep 
My commandments.” 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

Verse: “What we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 
Corinthians 4:5). 
 

Psalm of the Week: 84 
 

Daily Readings 
Sunday, July 17   Luke 5:1–11 “I Will Make You Fishers of Men” 
Monday, July 18 Luke 14:1–14 A Man with Dropsy Is Healed on the Sabbath 
Tuesday, July 19 Luke 14:15–35 The Parable of the Great Supper 
Wednesday, July 20  Luke 15:1–10 The Parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 

Thursday, July 21  Luke 15:11–32 The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
Friday, July 22   St. Mary Magdalene John 20:1–2, 10–18  
Saturday, July 23 Matthew 5:17–30 Tomorrow’s Gospel 

Notes for the Week: Our Lord preaches from a boat to illustrate the way He still sits in the midst of His 
Church while His Word is preached to the nations. The Gospel is cast out like a net to draw in a great load of 
fish. The fishermen are the preachers of the Gospel, and the fish are those who hear. The two boats remind us of the 
Old and New Testament Church, which is united in Christ and filled to overflowing with those who have believed 
in the Gospel. Simon lets down the nets according to the Word of Jesus and catches the fish according to His Word. 
Like Simon, all those who are called to proclaim the Gospel are joined in the confession that they are sinful men, 
but Christ’s Word accomplishes the drawing in of many fish through such weak flesh. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Catechism –The Office of the Keys 

What is the Office of the Keys? 
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of 
repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

 

Where is this written? 
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 

 

What do you believe according to these words? 
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular when they 
exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and 
want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 
 

Prayers 
O God, You have prepared for those who love You good things that surpass all understanding. Pour into our hearts 
such love toward You that we, loving You above all things, may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

On Friday: 
Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, restored Mary Magdalene to health and called her to be the first witness of His 
resurrection. Heal us from all our infirmities, and call us to know You in the power of Your Son’s unending life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and relieve Your servants who stand in need of our prayers: 
 

The Church: Our congregation, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and President Matthew Harrison, The 
Nebraska District and President Richard Snow, our seminaries, sister churches, Pastor Andrew Gerike, Pastor Jeff 
Duncan; The World: Our Nation, President, Governor, Mayor, all public servants, and the armed forces; Our 
missionaries: Daniel & Kathy Conrad, Lutherans For Life, the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society & Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk; Our homebound: Ruta Baesler, Pat Helmke, Joanne Jones, Joe Kresnik, Betty 
Popek, Jonas Sarka, Jean Schwalm, Raymond Stevens, Char Stokey, Louise Sullivan; All others in need: Paul 
Luedeman, Dick Chappell, Paula Bruckner, LaDonna Clary, Tyler Maji, Megan Houdek, Dave Bandi, Mary O’Brian, 
Sandy Kemper, Alta Lambrecht, Alena Grobien, Shayla Gerike, Rachel Bohnert  
 

Look upon them with the eyes of Your mercy; grant them comfort and sure confidence in You; defend them from 
all danger, and keep them in perpetual peace and safety, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 
Morning: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Evening: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Month  
Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread LSB 625 

 

Looking forward to the Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
Exodus 20:1–17  Romans 6:1–11  Matthew 5:17–30 

Hymns: 904, 562, 579, 575, 590, 924  


