
Psalm 116: The Lord Loves Me and Hears My Prayers Psalm 116 begins with the confident and comforting 
assertion that the Lord hears our prayers. When we are troubled by our sins, He hears. When we are surrounded 
by trouble and adversity, He hears. When the pains of death threaten us, He hears. This psalm echoes the words 
of the Apostle John, “We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19), and His ears are open to every cry, 
complaint, and need of the Christian. This is why we love Him. Our Lord has died for us, shed His blood for us, 
forgives us, protects us, upholds us, defends us, and never fails us. So, the psalmist confesses, “Gracious is the 
Lord…I was brought low, and He saved me…You have delivered my soul from death…I will call upon the name 
of the Lord.” The faithfulness of the Lord is what draws us to the Divine Service to receive the blessing of His 
Word and Supper. “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will take up the cup of 
salvation and call upon the name of the Lord.” Psalm 116 also speaks of the inevitable death of the Christian but 
does so in the confidence that when the Christian leaves this world he is with the Lord and will forever praise 
Him for His love and faithfulness. “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” Confirmation 
vows of lifelong faithfulness to the Lord rest upon His eternal faithfulness to us. 
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray out loud as much as you are able, and as your family size and ages dictate. 

 

Theme of the Week: He Is Risen to Carry the Prayers of Believers to God 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Ten Commandments 

You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
    maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your   
    neighbor. 

 

What does God say about all these commandments? 
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep 
My commandments.” 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

Verse: Jesus said: “In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I am 
you may be also” (John 14:2–3). 
 

Psalm of the Week: 116 
 



Daily Readings 

Sunday, May 14       John 16:23 – 33 “Whatever You Ask in My Name”  
Monday, May 15     Matthew 28:16 – 20 The Commission to Baptize and Teach All Nations 
Tuesday, May 16     Mark 16:9 – 20 Mark Records the Command to Preach the Gospel 
Wednesday, May 17 Luke 24:44 – 53 Jesus Opens the Scriptures to the Disciples 
Thursday, May 18    The Ascension of Our Lord: Acts 1:1 – 14 
Friday, May 19         Acts 1:12 – 26 Matthias Is Chosen to Fill Judas’ Office 
Saturday, May 20   John 15:26–16:4 Tomorrow’s Gospel 
 

The Catechism – The Table of Duties 

What does God’s Word say to Widows? 
The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to 
ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 1 Timothy 5:5-6 

 

What does God’s Word say to Everyone? 
The commandments…are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Romans 13:9 
 

I urge…that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone. 1 Timothy 2:1 
 

Prayers 
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and by 
Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and relieve Your servants who stand in need of our prayers: 
 

The Church: Our congregation, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and President Matthew Harrison, The 
Nebraska District and President Richard Snow, our seminaries, sister churches, Pastor Andrew Gerike, Pastor Jeff 
Duncan; The World: Our Nation, President, Governor, Mayor, all public servants, and the armed forces; Our 
missionaries: Daniel & Kathy Conrad, Lutherans For Life, the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society & Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk; Our homebound: Maxine Ashton, Pat Helmke, Joanne Jones, Joe Kresnik, Marilyn 
Pacas, Betty Popek, Dixie Myers, Jonas Sarka, Jean Schwalm, Raymond Stevens; All others in need: Paul Luedeman, 
Dick Chappell, Paula Bruckner, Sandy Kemper, the Nuer people of South Sudan, Sarah Hertwig, Ruta Baesler, Jim 
Linke, Ezra Venteicher, Cody Cade, Theodore Feavel, Rosie Klepper, Jill Raak (with child), thanksgiving for God’s 
gift of motherhood and mothers 
 

Look upon them with the eyes of Your mercy; grant them comfort and sure confidence in You; defend them from all 
danger, and keep them in perpetual peace and safety, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

Morning: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Evening: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Season for Easter 

Like the Golden Sun Ascending (TLH 207) 
 

Looking forward to Exaudi—The Sunday after the Ascension of Our Lord 
Daniel 7:13–14   1 Peter 4:7–14  John 15:26–16:4 

Hymns: 539, TLH 228, 564, 553, 493, 525 


