
Psalm 147: The Beauty of Singing Praise to the Lord—Praise of the Lord is beautiful because true praise 
confesses the goodness of the Lord in all His acts under the three articles of the Creed which are all done for the 
benefit of His Church. Under the Third Article work of the Holy Spirit, the Lord builds up Jerusalem (the 
Church) and gathers together the outcasts of Israel. He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds with 
forgiveness and mercy. He calls to faith by His Word and blesses the children of the Church with peace and the 
finest wheat in the Sacrament of the Altar. Under the First Article work of the Father, the Lord covers the 
heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass to grow, gives food to all His creatures, and gives 
snow, hail, and cold to replenish the earth. All of the Lord’s blessing are made possible by the redeeming work of 
Christ under the Second Article of the Creed. Our praise flows forth in a confession of faith in God Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. The Lord “does not delight in the strength of the horse; He takes no pleasure in the legs of a 
man. The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.” 
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray out loud as much as you are able, and as your family size and ages dictate. 

 

Theme of the Week: He Is Risen to Give Us Believing Joy 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Ten Commandments 

You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
    maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your   
    neighbor. 

 

What does God say about all these commandments? 
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep 
My commandments.” 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

Verse: “My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline or be weary of His reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom He 

loves, as a father the son in whom he delights” (Proverbs 3:11–12). 
 

Psalm of the Week: 147:1–11 
 

Daily Readings 

Sunday, April 30   John 16:16–22 “Your Sorrow Will Turn to Joy”  
Monday, May 1      Sts. Philip & James, Apostles: John 14:1–14 
Tuesday, May 2      John 14:27–31 “Peace I Leave with You” 



Wednesday, May 3 John 15:1 – 8 “I Am the Vine” 
Thursday, May 4    John 15:9 – 17 “As the Father Loved Me, I also Have Loved You” 
Friday, May 5        John 15:18 – 25 The World’s Hatred 
Saturday, May 6 John 15:26 – 16:4 Tomorrow’s Gospel 
 

The Catechism – The Table of Duties 

What does God’s Word say to parents? “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4 

 

What does God’s Word say of Children? “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and 
mother’ - which is the first commandment with a promise – ‘that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long 
life on the earth.” Ephesians 6:1-3 
 

Prayers 
Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they may return to the way of righteousness. 
Grant faithfulness to all who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s Church that they may avoid whatever is 
contrary to their confession and follow all such things as are pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

On Monday: Almighty God, Your Son revealed Himself to Philip and James and gave them the knowledge of everlasting 
life. Grant us perfectly to know Your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the way, the truth, and the life, and steadfastly to walk in 
the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and relieve Your servants who stand in need of our prayers: 
 

The Church: Our congregation, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and President Matthew Harrison, The 
Nebraska District and President Richard Snow, our seminaries, sister churches, Pastor Andrew Gerike, Pastor Jeff 
Duncan; The World: Our Nation, President, Governor, Mayor, all public servants, and the armed forces; Our 
missionaries: Daniel & Kathy Conrad, Lutherans For Life, the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society & Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk; Our homebound: Maxine Ashton, Pat Helmke, Joanne Jones, Joe Kresnik, Marilyn 
Pacas, Betty Popek, Dixie Myers, Jonas Sarka, Jean Schwalm, Raymond Stevens; All others in need: Paul Luedeman, 
Dick Chappell, Paula Bruckner, Sandy Kemper, the Nuer people of South Sudan, Sarah Hertwig, Ruta Baesler, Jim 
Linke, Ezra Venteicher, Cody Cade, Theodore Feavel, Rosie Klepper (sister-in-law of Joanne Dobrusky, diagnosed 
with cancer) 
 

Look upon them with the eyes of Your mercy; grant them comfort and sure confidence in You; defend them from all 
danger, and keep them in perpetual peace and safety, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

Morning: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Evening: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Season for Easter 

Like the Golden Sun Ascending (TLH 207) 
 

Looking forward to Cantate—The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Isaiah 49:13 –17  1 Peter 2:11–20 John 16:16–22 

Hymns: 465, 556, 478, 822, 793 


