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Jesus came from Galilee to the River Jordan to be baptized by John; indeed people were flocking from all over to hear the 

preaching of this great Prophet, his proclamation of the coming of the Kingdom of God, and to receive Baptism, that is, 

to submit to that sign of penance which calls for conversion from sin. 

 

It was called “Baptism,” the word just means “washing,” but the baptism administered by John did not have the exact 

same significance of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. It is with Jesus’ death and Resurrection that the Holy Sacraments 

have their origin and the Church is born. Both Baptism and the Holy Communion deliver the benefits of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection to us, without those, you don’t have the Sacraments. It is only in direct connection with the Lord’s death and 

His triumph over the grave that He institutes, He commands, that we be washed with water and the Triune Name of God 

– Christian Baptism is instituted then after the resurrection. He bids us eat His body and drink His blood on the night He 

was betrayed, after sundown on Thursday, and so, according to the Jewish reckoning of time, the beginning of Friday, the 

same day He was crucified. We see this way of thinking continuing in the church as our Christmas celebration begins on 

Christmas Eve, and Easter kicks off with the Easter Vigil on Saturday night. 

 

What John administered was a penitential act, a gesture of humility to God that invited a new beginning: by immersing 

themselves in the water, penitents recognized that they had sinned, begged God for purification from their sins and 

sought to change their lives, the fruits of repentance. It was, as it were, a dying to the old self in the water, and rising from 

the water to a new life as they awaited the Messiah who would actually make purification through His sacrifice and give 

actual new life by putting to death our sin in His body. 

 

For this reason, when John the Baptist saw Jesus who had come to be baptized queuing with sinners he was amazed; 

recognizing him as the Messiah, the Holy One of God, the One who is without sin, John expressed his confusion: he, the 

Baptist, was in need of baptism by Jesus. But Jesus urged him not to put up any resistance, to agree to do this act, to do 

what is fitting “to fulfil all righteousness.” 

 

With these words Jesus shows that He had come into the world to do the will of the One who had sent Him, to carry out 

all that the Father would ask of Him. It began with the celebration we have just concluded with the Twelve Days of 

Christmas; the Son obeyed the Father by being made man, taking up the lowliness of our human nature. The Baptism of 

our Lord reveals, first of all, who Jesus is: He is the Son of God, true God as the Father; He is the One who “humbled 

Himself” made Himself one of us, in order to go unto that greatest act of humiliation: death on a cross (Phil 2:7). 

 

The Baptism of Jesus shows us the One who came to make Himself one of us in everything and who truly joined the line 

of sinners; He, who knew no sin, let Himself be treated as a sinner (2 Cor 5:21), came to enter our world, to stand in the 

baptismal waters in order to take upon His shoulders the burden of the sin of all humanity, including our own sin, bearing 

our guilt and dying for it. He is the “Servant of the Lord” of whom the Prophet Isaiah spoke in the Old Testament 

Reading today (42:1). He comes to establish the Father’s full communion with humanity, by placing Himself among us, 

indeed, taking our place, as we sang in Paul Gerhardt’s marvelous Christmas hymn on Christmas Eve: 

 

See the Lamb, our sin once taking 

      To the cross, 

      Suff’ring loss, 

   Full atonement making. 

For our life His own He tenders, 

      And His grace 

      All our race 

   Fit for glory renders. 

 



His Baptism anticipates the Cross, for it is here that He accepts the sentence of death for man’s sins. This act of 

abasement, by which Jesus allies Himself entirely with the loving plan of the Father and to make Himself like us, expresses 

the full harmony of will and intentions that exists between the Persons of the Most Holy Trinity. For this act of love, the 

Spirit of God revealed himself and descended to alight upon Jesus as a dove, and at that moment the love which unites 

Jesus to the Father was witnessed to all who were present at the Baptism by a voice from Heaven that everyone heard. 

 

The Father reveals openly to human beings, to us, the profound communion that binds Him to the Son: the voice that 

resounds from on high testifies that Jesus is obedient to the Father in all things and that this obedience is an expression of 

the love that unites them to each other. 

 

The Father delights in Jesus, for the Son loves the Father and obeys His will in all things: “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:17). And these words of the Father also allude, in advance, to what is now said of us, as 

we, by Christ’s own command and promise, are put in the place of He who stood in ours as the sinner, that we would be 

made sons of God in Him. 

 

Here, then we see the great value and treasure of Holy Baptism. For parents to bring their children to these holy waters 

places them into this sweetest exchange, into the very life of Jesus who died on the Cross to free us from sin and in rising, 

conquered death. Immersed into His death and Resurrection, we are set free from sin and a new life is born within us, the 

very life of the Risen Jesus. He “gave Himself for us”, St Paul says, “to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify 

for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works” (Tit 2:14), who with zeal pursue to 

take up in their life the works of Jesus, pursuing faith toward God and love toward the neighbor. In Holy Baptism, our 

Lord has given us what is most precious in life, the truest and most beautiful reason for living: His love for us in Christ 

His Son, by which He saves us and delivers us from evil. He gives us faith, the great gift with which He gives us eternal 

life, true life.  

 

This is not an end, however, but only the beginning. This is especially important for Christian parents who bring their 

children to the font to know. There is not a break between baptism and catechism instruction. Knowing the greatness of 

the gift of baptism, children must be raised in the faith, instructed in accordance with the wisdom of Sacred Scripture so 

that the seed of faith they receive may grow within them. Certainly much growth happens as they prepare to receive the 

Holy Communion for the first time, but much can and must be done to prepare the soil of their heart for that.  

 

Daily family prayer and reading the Bible is essential. If you are not doing that, start. If you have fallen out of the habit, 

recognize the failure, confess your sin, and start anew. Let the love of Christ rule your home, let His way of speaking in 

the Scriptures be your conversation as a family, the way you speak to one another. Raise your children with the knowledge 

that Sunday and other holy days are for Church, coming to be with the Lord. Again, where you have failed, recognize, 

confess, and strive anew. Our children are the greatest treasure we are given in this life, and parents must account before 

God for the children He has entrusted to them. The church, the whole family of God, is there to help.  

 

The connection between the Christian family, the Church, and the individual family in the home is especially necessary 

today. We see the family as designed by God being threatened on many sides, having to face numerous difficulties in the 

task of raising children in the faith. It’s hard enough today for Christian parents to remember their children first belong to 

God. But we even see growing assertions in the world that children don’t chiefly belong to their parents, but to the state, 

or even to the schools. Our world is constantly shifting, outside the home, and also inside as families are wrecked. This is 

by no means a reason to avoid having children: they are always a gift of God. The world today does make the 

commitment to bring them up arduous, indeed, through the world the devil works to snatch our children away not only 

from us but from Christ. Here is the opportunity for all the members of congregations to grow in their baptismal life as 

they work to do their utmost to sustain and help families, small domestic churches, in their task of passing on the faith. 

 

May the Holy Spirit strengthen and keep us firm in the blessings of our baptism. May He open our eyes to see 

opportunities to come to the aid of fellow Christians, and give us the spirit of love and zeal to pursue them! 

 


